
L H DRAUGHTSMAN BENJAMIN ENRY LATROBE

Admirable Draughtsman: Ben]jamın Henry Latrobe's
Moravıan Background

DV L ernon eLSOM

deal of information 15 avallable about the Amertican CAarecer of the
famous architect an engineer BenjJamın Henry Latrobe, but less 1s known
about his lıfe Kurope befote he CAINC Amertica. Latrobe’s OW!] Kuro-
PCanN SOUTCECS ATC NOT avaıllable. \Yhen he eft for Amet1ica 1n 1795 he shipped
his library of about 1500 volumes ahead. Ihe shipment WAaS lost. It
probably contained bes1ides his books correspondence, Journals,
sketches, architectural an eng1ineernNS drawıngs, eic Moravıan Church
tecords England and Germany which describe his early lıfe and education
AVE also suffered losses, malnly due World War IL Although the Unity
Archives Herrnhut, Germany, WAS preserved, ıt became almost 1NACCESS1-
ble estern scholars after the WATL,  E due the Iton Curtain wth 1ts FOV-
ernmental restricHonNns.

Lalbot Hamlıin’s biography of 1Latrobe WA4S oreatly Iiımıited Dy the
above circumstances. He certainly could NnOT 2VeEe visıted Herrnhut 1n the

before 1955, when his book WAS published. IThe Latrobe Papers PLO-
M  Ject, sponsored Dy the Maryland Hıistorical Society, secured SOINC intorma-
t1on about Latrobe from Herrnhut but WAS NOT able conduct comprehen-
S1ve rtesearch the (Gsertman Democratic Republic.’

BenjJamiın Henry Latrobe WA4S Orn May 1764 AL Fulneck, Eng-
land Moravıan settlement CAr Leeds Hıs father, BenjJamın Latrobe, WAS

Orn 1n Dublin.” descendant of Huguenot refugees, he had een well-
educated and intended become Baptist mi1inister. He mMeTt the Mortav1ans
an Joined them instead. Soon he became the headmaster of the Fulneck

wısh thank (Jtto Dreydoppel, Jr and Paul Peucker for 4AsSsSISstancCE nıth the final draft of
this artıicle. Commonly-used abbreviations tor (Gemein-Nachrichten and tor
the Moravıan Archives in Bethlehem, Pennsylvanıa.

'The Engmeerng Drawings of Benjamın Henry Latrobe, Darwın Stapleton, ed. (New
Haven and London: Yale University Press,»

Talbot Hamlın, Benjamin Henry Latrobe (New Ork: ()xford Universıity Press,
'T he Papers of Benjamıin Henry Latrobe, 1-ILL, Kdward ('arter 1L, ed (New Haven AN!

London: Yale University Press, 1977-1980) COontalins extens1ve biographical informatıon AaN:
chronology of Latrobe’s lıte. Ihe Engmeerng Drawings also contains biography. Addıi-
tonal biographical informatıon AaDPCALS Ihe Correspondence AaN: Miscellaneous Papers of
S x  Benjamın Henry Latrobe, John Van Horne et al’ eds (New Haven and London: Yale
University Press, 1984-1986). Basıc biographical informatıiıon thıs 18 taken from the
Papers, the En Neerng Drawings, the Correspondence, and Hamlın, wıithout cC1itation.

For important dates in the lıfe of Latrobe’s tather, Benjamın Latrobe, SCC Rıchard Träger
AN! C’harlotte T’räger-Grosse, Dienerblätter, K- (Herrnhut: Unitätsarchiv, n.d.
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VERNON NELSON

Boys’ School an married Anna Margaret Antes the headmistress of the
Fulneck Girls’ Schoaol. She WAS the daughter of Henry Antes, important
figure the history of Pennsylvania.6 Ihe Latrobes had S1X children, OLMNC

dyıng infancy. Ihe oldest, Christian Igonatius Latrobe, became Moravıan
minister and administrator and WAS the best-known Moravı1an
England.‘

As W2S Customary in Moravıan settlements, Latrobe lıved wıith his
parents for only chort t1m: At the ADC of three an ON month he
enteted the Fulneck Boys School begin hıs education. Bes1ides learnıng

tead and write and ad: and subtract, eitcC., he studied geography, his-
LOFY, MUSI1C, sclienNCeES, languages, and.  , of COUISC, relix10n.

Most Doys, AL the end of their trainıng the school, entered aPPICH-
ticesh1ps the cCommunity, but few. particularly the children of m1inistetrs
and miss1ionatties, WEIC SENT Getrtmany for urther educatiıon usually
PICDaAIC them for service the church. At the time EVCII Amer1ican students
wh. WETITC spectally talented WETITC sSsent Germany, where the only advanced
Mortavıan schools WEeETITC located.

CIn September 1  $ 1776 when he WA4S st1ll only twelve old  $ Ben-
Jamın Henrty and three ther DOoys eft FEngland continue theıir educatiıon
AT Niesky, Getrmany. They WETITC accompanied Dy the Okelys, the parents of
OLLC of the boys. “

1es GGermanYy, had een ounded ASs Mortav1an settlement
1 /472 In had steadily and by 1776 1ts population WAaS approximately
600 InNap of Niesky published 1N 1762, wıith accompanyıng V1EW,

12chows the layout of the LOWN.
In the center of Niesky WAS large SQUATE, which st1l] ex1sts, wth

bulldiıngs around the SQUAaLE. In 1Latrobe's day the Gemeinhaus W4S 1n the
center of the WEeSsTt s1de of the 9 wıith the Single Brethre  ns  z House
the eft an the Single S1isters’ House the right. Today, the old (zseme1n-

Antes AaDPCALS I11A11LYy SCOWULCCS. Ihe MOST comprehensive biography 1s Kdwın MacMınn,
(serman Hero of the ('olon1al 11imes of Pennsylvanıa; the 1fe and 11imes of Henry Antes
(Moorestown, New Jersey, » which also cCONtaAaINs genealogy of Antes’ famıly includiıng
his aNCCSTOS, his OWI] famıly, and their descendants.

JIhe Papers contains extensive gencalogy of the Latrobe famıly Volume Ixv-Ixx11.
Latrobe began school Fulneck June 1 $ 1767 Engimeernng Drawings, VCaL later,

August 57 1/68, his Parents moved ftrom Fulneck London. (Nachrichten AUS der Uni1-
tats-Aeltesten-Conterence, 1/68, No. 31, 3) AT

Correspondence,
10 Hamlın,
11 In 1/83 Niesky had 631 members. 1/84 ] XÄte Äte Woche, AT

Krauss, (Grundrisse un: Prospecte der drey Evangelischen Brüder-Gemehnn-Orte
Marggraffthum (O)ber-J1 ausıtz Herrnhut Nısky . Kleinwelke (Dresden,
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LU DRAUGHTSMAN BENJAMIN ENRY LATROBE

A4US has een replaced Dy 1 Oth century church bulldıne and the Single
S1isters’ House 1s LLNOTC. It WAS destroyed by Soviet 1n 1945

'Ihe school bulldınz WAS located the EA14ST s1de of the SQUALC, d1-
rectly ACTOSS from the Gemeinhaus. Ihe bulldın> st1ll exIists an 110 15 sed
as l1brary. Other school bulldıngs the s1te WEIC constructed after 1776

'Ihe school bulldın> housed separate schools.! (OIne WA4S the
Boys’ School, consisting of boys the SAUaINEC ADC AS those AL the Fulneck Boys
Schoaol. 'Ihe other WA4S the Paedagog1um, which 1Latrobe WA4S 10O entering,
for older DOoys. 'Ihe 1777 report indicates that the lower school] consisted of
thiırty-two boys wh. WETC divided into four ach 9TOUP had 1LOOTIN

for study the lower OO of the bulldınge. Ihere WETIC (WwenNLyY-SeEveN boys
the Paedagog1um, divided 1nto three STOUDS, also each wıith FOOM,

the second OOTF. In addıtion there WETITC sleeping halls for each school an
COMMNON dining 1L1OOINM

During Latrobe’s time AT the school second bulldıng WAS CO1-

structed provide addıtional Ihe Ofrnerston WA4S a1d March 31,
1778 Ihe bulldıne W4S completed an dedicated March 2 1779 'Ihe
architect W2S Friedrich VO Marschall, wh. eft befote the bulldın> WAS

completed AÄmeri1ca, where he had long CATrCcer which ncluded
bulldınz S  proJects such AS Home Church 1n Wınston-Salem, orth

Carolina. * Ihe Boys’ School W AS ocated the LLCW bulldıng, while the
Paedagogium temained the old bulldıng. Latrobe would 2vVve obsetved
the erectlion of the LECEW STruUuCLUre and INaV AVeE een influenced 11 -
structed Dy Marschall.

'Ihe student included, bes1ides the students, Single Breth-
FE usually 1n the1ir twenties, O: of LULOL. the ther monitor

malntalın “order an cleanliness.  »15 \Vhenever the DOoys eft the premises,
ON of the Single Brethren Went wth them Also. the Single Brethren helped
them wıith theır studties.

TIhe report indicates that AL (8070)8! the boys the Paedagog1um 1C-

ceived mMmMeat four MmMes week, the VOUNSCI boys three t1imes bor SuppC
they had S OUP an buttered bread Ihe OO WAS beer, the evening
drink water.  10

Ihe AhALNCS of the boys both schools listed the report. |.a-
trobe WAaS Dart of prestiQ10us 9TOUD of students wh: CAMMEC from ILALLV

13 Detauls of the schools taken trom: DDas Paedagogium un dıe Unitäts-Knäbgen-Anstalt
Nıiesky, 1777 I} | [ Ite Woche, 1L, AT

For Marschall SCI  ® Dienerblätter, M- Detauls about the construction of the 11CW bulldıne
found in Vom Paedagog10 un! dıe Unitäts-Knäbgen-Anstalt Nıiesky, 1///

LIIte Woche, IL, AT

1771 I} I .ITIte Woche, 1L, AT

Ibid.

117

�������������������������������������������������



VERNON NELSON

of the world.}‘ John Gambold, born in London in 1760, WAS the SO

of Bıshop (GGambold. oung John later became teacher (rTermany but
died OUuNS, probably from tuberculostis. Gottfried Sebasti1an Oppelt WAaS

born Görlıtz 1763 later CAINC Amert1ica an served m1ss1iOonNary
the American Indıans. John Frederick Frueauff, born Neudietendorf
1762 became educator an moved Amer1ca. He became the headmas-
ter of the oung 1Ladies’ Seminary 1n Bethlehem Hıs brother, Friedrich
Renatus Frueauff, born Neudietendorf 1764, became Moravıan edu-

in ‚urope. Carl Bernhard (3atve W4S Orn 1n Hannover 1n 1763 had
long CATrcCcerLr mMinNister Kurope, an WAS the MOST prolific hymn writer

the (serman Moravıan Church, exli iInzendortf. DPeter ILreschow WA4S

Orn 1760 in Urammen, OrWay, and later setved ASs minister Den-
mark an the Netherlands before particıpating forming institute
Christian1ıze Jews. Johann Jacob eisser WAS Orn Ebersdorf 1763,
became teacher, and died Christiansfeld, Denmark, AL the ADC of LWENLY-

Johannes Nielsen W4S Orn 1n Kıel 1n 1763 served in Denmark, an
died 1n Neusalz. Johann Christlieb Mahler W2S born Copenhagen 1764,
became teacher 1n Getmany, an died AT ADC thırty-two. Carl (sustav VO  w)

Brinkmann WA4S born 1n tockholm 1764, attended the Paedagog1ium and
Seminary nl 1785 later Went the University of Halle, an became
diplomat an literary figure.

As noted, INany of the students WETIC minister1al children and INOST of
them became Moravı1an ministers teachers. Ihere WETITIC also SOTMNC chil-
dren of nobilıty theır numberts. IThe of the Single Brethren
assıgned the ALC known. Some WETITC teachers the schoaolJ.

'Ihe inspector, headmaster, of the Paedagog1um, WAS 'Theodor
Christian 7Zembsch.®$ He W4S born Thüringen 1/28, became AC-

quainted wth the Moravı1ans in Ebersdorf, studied theology AT the Uniıver-
S1ty of Jena, an had alteady had long CATreer educator 1n the Mora-
1an Church In 1776 he artiıed much yOounNgcCrK but the marriage
WAS NnOT happy O: an thetre WETEC hıildren He 2vVve adopted
the boys the Paedagogium his < SONS, an he WAS beloved Dy all He
taught INanı V of the COUTTSCS and WAS adept the sclences as well ASs in the
Aarts Hıs Cafcer lasted fifty-five V'  b and in later his former students
would Ooften COINC back vis1ıt In addıtion Q1V1INS intellectual 1N-
struction, he WA4S genulnely concerned about the spiritual condiıtion of hiıs
estudents.

'T he biographical detaıls for the students ATIC taken from the Dienerblätter under the
1AINCS of ach PCISON.
18 bor Zembsch’s biography SCC Dienerblätter, V-_Z/ Zembsch WAS hıghly regarded by
Schleiermacher, who attended the Paedagog1ium several after ] atrobe. Meyer,
Schleiermachers un: Brinkmanns Gang durch dıe Brüdergemeine (Leipzig: Friedrich
Jansa,
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LH DRAUGHTSMAN BENJAMIN ENRY LATROBE

Latrobe’s of study for the VCaLr 1779 1s known  19 Zembsch WAS

his teacher in SECOMELLY and tr1igonometrty for four hours week. He had
nıne OUFrs of Latın under teachers: Johann Christian Neumann, wh:
WAS also ONC of the LOOME and Johann Gottfried Cunow. Latrobe also
had S1X hours of Greek under (Cunow an hours of Hebrew an of
French. He also studied history under eumann for hours peCrr week.
He studied pl1ano wıith hıs OW! brother Christian Ionatius and 101ın wıith
Ludwig Freydt. He had Our of drawing each week wth Carl (Gotthold
Retichel. of hıis teachers CEXCEDL Zembsch WEeEeTITC theır twenties.

Architecture WAS taught AL the Paedagogium during Latrobe'’s time
there. Carl (Gotthold Reıichel, wh.: taught art.  5 WAS also cCompeten 1n archi-
tecture and supervised the completion of construction of the NECW school
bulldın> after Marschall eft teturn Amer1ca. Reichel himseltf eft
1/80 Barby. Hıs position WAS filled Dy Johann Gottfried Schulz,
whose appointment 1s referred 1n the 1781 rFepOTrTt: "Agaln wonderful

370opportunity has een found for instruction in drawıng an architecture.
Schulz, wh. CAINC Niesky from Görlitz, had studied law and mathematics
for four AT Leipzig but WA4S INOTre interested Art and architectute—) In
hıs Ooffic1al position 1n G Oörlıtz he WA4S involved the construction of hosp1-
tals an houses an the layınz OuUtT of gvardens. He visıted Herrnhut INanVy
OCCAS10ONS an Aprıl, 1750 moved into the Single Brethren’s House 1n
Niesky. TOom 1/80 1/82 he TAVC 1instruction drawıng and architecture

the students Nıesky. He WAS called Herrnhut 17872 an W AS 111A41-

ried, but later rteturned Niesky teach architecture AL the Seminary,
which had moved there.

Ihe of the method of instruction artchitecture the
Mortavı1an schools has NOT een studied. Presumably the instruction CON-

s1isted manly of architectural drawıng, but there WA4S posst1bility of go1InNZ
further. S1ince the school W4S small, Latrobe could AVEe had hıs OW!] spectal
projJects and he INaVYy AVEe consulted other CXDETS such AS arschall, wh:
WAS excellent architect, Batron VO  w) Schachmann, who  5 according
Latrobe, WAS .  an admirable draughtsman Isee below/]|.”

Ihe schedule allowed time for relix10us instruction, MmMus1c practice,
drawıng, an exetrc1ise. “promenade‘ WAS created for the boys walk
park-lıke ArCA called Monplaısır. Ihe VOUNSCI boys could walk the1ir OW)

ALrCA called Astracan.22

Correspondence,
„ Vom Paedagog10 un der Knäbgen-Anstalt in Nıesky“, 1nN: 1/872 V, IL, 15 AT

21 For Reichel AaN: Schul-z SCC Dienerblätter, (I-Re AN! Rh-Sch
Krauss, Grundrisse (S Footnote 12)

119

�������������������������������������������������



VERNON N ELSON

Friedrich Renatus Frueauff drtew INanı y pictures of the ALrCA hıch ATLC

extant.23 Probably Latrobe an others accompanıed he went Out an
sketched wıith Latrobe made similar sketches in Amerti1ca.

An important aspect of Latrobe’s education W A4S hıis connectlion wıith
the household of Carl Adolph Gottlob VO  $ Schachmann, baron wh. l1ved

the nearby Schloss AT Königshayn.2  4 Ihe baron WAS member of the
Mortavıan Church, had much time England, W4S well-educated, and
had sophisticated LAaSTEesS 1Latrobe an other students WETC Often in hıs house.
Latrobe later of the expetience:

°Hıs library, hıs Gallery of pictures, hıs magnıficent collection of prints, hıs
(Gardens AN! hıs park, proved the refinement and cultivatiıon of hıs mınd
hıich WAS evoted lıterature AN! the AafT:!  N He se WAS dmirable
draughtsman. Hıs Lady eautiful she WAN x0o0d, eft those who had the
appıiness of her acquaintance Oou hıch mMOST admıire: the SWEECTINESS
and elegance of her CISON, the benevolence, the softness, the fasc1-
natıng loveliness of her 'Ihe Castle AL Königshayn, s1ituated OLLC of
the IMOST tomaAantıc 1n that tomantıc COUNLLY, looked down upDOonNn
populous and beautiful age, CVECILYV Cottage of hıiıch tTEA1TNE: the incense,
of the oratıtude AN! appıness of S inhabıitants the1ir and be-
neficent lLord CANNO O0k back the SCC11CS of VITrtuous happıness, of
fined Anı elegant pleasure, of lıterary AN Soc1al amusement, of chearful AN
actıve exercise, hıch 111y yOUIS unbroken mınd has often enjoyed, whıiıle
1ts feelings WEIC tes. and V1gOrO0uUS, wıth CVCIV mental CcE alıve
sensation enjoyment, without VeELY sens1ble degree of regrel, that while

might, NOT resolve tema1ın access1ible distance 1TOM
5525Königshayn.

1Latrobe W4S NOT yet commMuUNILCANT of the Moravı1an Church when
he atrtıved 1n Niesky. He WA4S admıtted commun1oNnN January 3, 1/78,
the Niesky church “ S  y although he progressed ell in hıs studies, he had
varı1ous doubts about the Christian faıth and there WA4S Setf10Us CONCErnN AS

whether he :ould be xo0od minister.
After 1ve Nıiesky, Latrobe traveled Gnaden{frei, Sıles1a,

1O part of Poland. (C3nadenfre1 AL the time WAS the largest Moravı1an settle-

has large collecton of work by Friedrich Renatus Frueauff, including watercol-
done AT Niesky and AT Barby. Ihe SaLllEe SYSTICM tor outlinıng the borders oftf watercolor

in black 1s sed by 1 atrobe and Frueauff. Much of 1 atrobe’s work has been publıshed
Latrobe’s V1ew oftf Ameri1Cca, .  ' Edward ( arter 1L  5 al al> eds (New Haven and
London: Yale Unimversity Press,

For cChronology of Schachmann’s lıtfe SCC Dienerblätter, Rh-Sch tecent biography 1s
Iso useful: Ernst-Heinz Lemper, arl Adolph (zottlob VO  — Schachmann (GöÖrlitz-Zittau:
(sunter OQettel, See also OTrsS UOrphal, Kar'l Adolt VO  a Schachmanns Leben un: APDO-
log1e für /inzendorf, 1in Uniıtas Fratrum (1981)
25 Papers, 1L, 314, 215
26 Bericht VO  — Niesky VO11 Jan Febr. 1/7/8, 1/7/8 I) 1 2te Woche, 1) AT

1 2()
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LU DRAUGHTSMAN BENJAMIN ENRY LATROBE

MENT, wıith VvVer 1500 members, and the LOWN had INalıy trades and OCCUDAa-
OnNs  27 Possıibly Latrobe WAaS considering profession he might He
also had CONTACT with several Pruss1an engineers working vat10us PDIO-
Jects.

\While Latrobe WAS Gnaden{rei, his father the Unıity Eld-
ers Conference and requested that hıs SO be advanced the Seminary AL

Barby.““ Maiınly 1n deference his father, the conference allowed 1Latrobe
be admıtted the Seminary 1n Fall, 1/82

Barby W4S AT the 1m.: the headquarters of the Moravıan Church.
castle wıith 1ts adjoinıng property had een leased for extended per10d.
Ihe Seminary an later the Archives WETC also ocated there. Ihe chaırman
of the Unity Elders’ Conterence WAS August Spangenberg, wh: his
famous Tdea FHider Fratrum AL Barby. TIThe Barby congregation WAS quite small.
Ihe statist1ics for 17/83 cshow total membersh1p of 274 Ihe C1ty of Barby
had population of about 7000“

'Ihe Seminary WA4S small institution consisting of about fifteen
dents.” ASs future ministetrs they WeEeTITC under close supervision by theır
teachers and by the church leaders wh tesided Barby.

'Ihe head of the Seminary WA4S Carl August Baumetister, wh. had 1C-

cently artıved and became AS beloved AS Br Zembsch 1n Niesky.
Baumetister ollowed Friederich Scholler, talented botanıst wh: produced
Oa Barbiensis. Bes1ides Baume1ister thetre WEIC three other instructors and
addıtional helpers.”

'Ihe education AL Barby involved deeper exploration of the Bıble
through the further US«CcC of Hebrew an Greek an intens1ive education 1n
ther al  $ including clence.

'Ihe emphasıs scholarsh1ip AT Niesky an Barby had repercus-
S10NSs Bıblical study and private lıfe. 'Ihe world AL large NnOT lıve AC-

cording the strict standards imposed the students AT the Seminarfry.
They WEeEeTITC of NOT allowed MALLY even AVE wıith

€11. heir readıng habıts WETC monitotred. Brinkmann
his diary that he hoped Br Moofte, OLNC of the sta{f, would NOT catch

27 I he statist1Cs for (snadentre1i tor 1/81 sShow /19 members lıvine the LOWN and S 4()
outside, in:; 1/82 I’ V IIlte Woche,

Correspondence,
1/84 ] XÄte AXte Woche, AT HOse, Chronik der Stadt un: Gratfschaft

Barby (Barby: ermann Kropp,n 2091
17/81, Beylage IV’ IL

31 For Baumeıister SCC Dienerblätter, A-BI He later became pastOr Herrnhut and WAS
consecrated bishop. Scholler had studıied AT Jena. Dienerblätter, Rh-Sch. Hıs Flora Barbien-
KL  n WAS publıshed Leipz1g, 1775 USU: Semmarı Fratrum (for the UusS«C of the Brethren’s
Seminary)

121

�������������������������������������������������



VERNON NELSON

readıng Goethe’s Werther.““ Brinkmann later dec1ided leave the Seminarty.
Another famous PCISON leaving the Seminafy, SOINC later, W AS Fre-
drich Schleiermacher, wh. also could NOT be hemmed 1N by the NAarfOW-

mindedness of the Morav1an leaders and teachers AL Barby.” Most of the
students accepted the sttict discipline and had useful CaAafcers the church
al their Ves

Latrobe also eft. He WA4S asked leave. In March, 17/83, Spangen-
bero visıted the Seminary SCC how things WETIC SO1Ng, an WTLOTE th1is his
report:

“Doubt AN disbelief cConcetniIng the truth of evangelıcal teaching 1s
pressed by number of students, 1NOST of whom however ATC 4T loss
how deal wıth thıs AN! let themselves be tTEeE 1TOMmM theır (80181 Dy the
Savlor’s Only OLLC, AL MmMOSsT LWO, tind pleasure perseverng thıs

Ihıs 1s particularly the ASC wıith Benjamıin Latrobe, whose continued
STaYy here Al the seEmInNarY VE questionable and WOU.

525354deal of damage.

1Latrobe returned FEingland August 2  , 1783 He INaV 2vVve tTave-
led vVv12 Parıs, but he could hardly Ave visıted Italy for per10d of time AS

well has een suggested. At first he Iıved with hıs parents 1n London  $ but
after h1is father's death he I1ved for time wıith hıis brother Christian 1ona-
t1us Latrobe took position as clerk the amp (Office in London and
apparently remained there for nıne VCAaIS,. In his time he WAS involved

ther n  projJects.
Almost immediately he egan work architectural drawıings for

111e  S Moravıan CommunIty, be named Fairfield. Car Manchester, Eno-
land an for school bulldıng 1n Fulneck. Ihese WETC significant S  proJects.
In Falirfield the des1on of entire cCommunity W4S involved. At Fulneck he
WAS required study how place NECW bulldınz in OpCN withıin
IO of existing bulldıngs Both SEeTSs of drawıngs for these S  proJects lo-
cated AT the Unity Artrchives 1n Herrnhut.

Ihe Fairfield drawıings, dated 1784 include Latrobe'’s elevations an
OO plans for the Geme1n-Saal (Or church) the center of the settlement
and for the Single Brethren’s House the eft and the Single S1isters’ House

the right, well typıcal des1gns for ONE-SLOLY an L[WO-STOFLY builldıngs
for private residences an shops, along wıith InNap of how the builldıngs ATre

be arranged. Latrobe WA4S (Wwenty-OonNne tWenNLY-LWO old when he
completed these drawıings.

Meyer, 153
22 See James Nelson, Herrnhut: Friedrich Schleiermacher’s Spirıtual Homeland (Chicago:
University of Chicago, unpublıshed Ph.  S dıissertation,

Correspondence,
127
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Latrobe NOT supervise the construction of the bulldings AL Falr-
field. but hıis plans 1n general WETIC ollowed an 1t 1s COrrect cons1ider
the designer of the Fa1irfield cCommunity. IThe Fairfield plans WEIC published

T’he Architectural Rewie;  W  25 April, 1985 IThe community st11] ex1ists and the
builldıngs the s1te Can be compared with Latrobe’s drawings.

Ihe Fulneck drawıngs, whiıich AVEe een published ASs far AS thıs
writer knows, relate bulldın> for the Boys SchoolJ. 'Ihe school
had 1ts 1n other bulldıngs. Latrobe designed the bulldıng

1/84 and ıt WA4S completed 1n 1785 Ihe Ocatiıon 1s chown print of
Fulneck.”© Yeatrs later the bulldıne WA4S incrteased S17 @.

Latrobe’s drawıngs for Fulneck cshow orecal artistic talent. In addıtion
the plans of the three floors including dormitory LOOIN with each bed

plotted Out. he includes three-dimens1ional 1EeEW of the bulldın> an also
see-through 1EW of it showing interlor chimneys, EeiC.

Ihe Fulneck drawıngs also include 1eW of the Single Brethren’s
House, which alteady existed, an of 1O of bulldıngs AT rigcht angle,
containıng shops and barn IThıs plan INaYy NnOT AVE een ollowed. 'Ihe

bpild.ings appearıng there 1n the print SCEIN be of dıfferent configura-
Ia(8)381

In 1786 1Latrobe visıted Italy. He later refers episode involving
S1r Wıll1ıam Hamlıilton and Mrts Hart hıch could AVeE happened only 1N
that Sl  year. TIhe took place Naples. Mrs Hart SOOI became Lady
Hamlıilton an 1s est known the mMistress of dmiral Nelson. Hamıilton
WAS classıcal scholar and collected (Sreci1an V.  , INanıV of hıch AfC

38the British Museum.
After returnıng from Italy Latrobe SOILNC work wıith John Smea-

tON, consıdered the MOST accomplished engineer 1n England AT the time.  39
1Latrobe WA4S also involved 1n lıterary actıvities. In 1788 he published

translatiıon of ACCOUNT of the lıfe of Fredetick the Great P In 1789 he

(llıan Darley, Ihe Moravıans: Bulldıng for Hiıgher Purpose, 'The Architectural Review
LXXVII (London: Ihe Architectural Press, APrIL,»45-49

I he print sShOows line of bulldıngs the of nıth the church the CEeNtTer.
1 atrobe’s school bulldınz 1s eft of the CCENTECT, halfway between the church aM the CN of the
10 Fulnec, Settlement of the Unitted-Brethren 1L1ICALr Leeds, Schwantelder Pinxit,
Robert Havell sculpt. Published June lst, 1814, by Hasse, Fulnec.

Hamlın, Papers, 2022
See SIr W/ıllıam Hamılton 11 Dictionary of Natıonal Bıography (London: (Oxtford

Universıity Press, 1949-1950),
SEE John Smeaton 1in Dictionary of Natıional Biography X VIIT (London, (OQxford Unimver-

Q1ty Press, 1949-1950), 2393-395
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, ('haracter1istic Anecdotes Ilustrate the C'haracter of Frederick

the (sreat (London, See Hamlın,
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published translatiıon of ACCOUNLTL of the Struensee atffaır in enmark *}
Ihe introduction the Struensee book 15 superbly written 1n the est of
Englısh style, and the translatiıon from the (Getrtman original reads smoothly.

TOom 1789 17972 Latrobe wotrked with the architect Samuel
Cockerell, O: of the est architects London. *“

Latrobe, wh. supposedly WA4S S1X feet inches tall. had dashiıng
apPCArance an W4S becoming known 1n FEnglısh soc1al citcles (In Febru-

1/7, 1790 he mattied Lydıia Sellon, the daughter of clereyman of the
Church of England. They had fallen deeply 1n love an had CONVINCE her
parents that he would be acceptable husband. Her mother thought that
che could ALLFACT wealthier sultor.

In 1792 Latrobe opened hıis < architectural office London. Most
of his work involved renovation, but h1is first major bulldıng, Hammerwood
Lodge, utilizes columns modeled after Greek p.  Lyp rather than Ro-
mMan  44 In the m1iddle of the British scholars had discovered the dıf-
ference between Gtreek and Roman architecture, ONEC element being the
thickness of columns. Greek columns WEeEeTITC much thicker and, SOMMEC

thought, ugly. 1Latrobe l1ıked them He became proponent of what 15 Often
called Greek Revival architecture, although nelither he NOr ther architects
abandoned al Roman features 1n their work. They continued UusS«Cc vaults
an arches an domes.

No O: has pin-pointed the EX1C time Latrobe became enamored of
Greek architecture. He knew Greek well, as all students of the Seminary.
He CVCM included Greek insctiption above the porti1co AL Hammetrwood
Lodge. Hıs teachers 1n (yermany, wh.: WETC much involved Greek lıtera-
ture, INnay AVe known about the tecent discoverlies concerning Greek artchi1-
tecture. Batron VO Schachmann W4S famılıar wth the work of the famous
classıcal scholar Johann Joachım Wınckelmann and also could AVE influ-
enced 1 atrobe. 1Latrobe INaV AVE een inspired Dy hıs tr1p Italy an hıs
visıt wıith S1r Wıll1ıam Hamiulton, hıs enlightenment May NOT AVE COMC

until he began wotking wıith British architects the 17908 P In aV CAaSC,
classıcal Greek elements became the distinguishing feature of his work.

41 Benjamın Henry Latrobe, Authentic Elucıdation of the History of (‚ounts Struensee and
Brandt, and of the Revolution Denmark the Y ear 1//2 (London: John Stockdale,

See Samuel C ockerell Dictionary oftf Natıional Bio0graphy (London: ()xtford Univer-
S1ty Press, 1949-1950), 655
43 Several portraits of Latrobe AT VAr10US AYCH See Papers.

45,
45 Lemper STATES 23) that Schachmann W4AS OLC of the First ETrMANS study Wıunckel-
mann’s work. Latrobe INay AVve SCC1 the (Greci1an temples AT Paestum when he visıted S11
W/illıam Hamlılton 17/86 Before then, British architects, James Stuart and Nıcolas
Revett, had visıted Athens, measured the Parthenon and other bulldıngs, and publıshed theır
first volume of 'T he Antiquities of Athens 17/62 OMeEe British architects, such John
124
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Just ASs Latrobe WA4S beginning Aave SOINC UCCECSS architecture
an engineernS projects England, disaster struck. In Novembert, 1793
his beloved wife Lydıa, wh had already o1ven children, DOYy and
oirl, died childbıirth. He WAS heartbroken. He went 1nto deep of
depression and SOOIN began Aave financıal dıifficulties from which he
could NOT TECOVETrT. Fınally, in desperation, he decided Amer1ica an

NC  < lıfe He consıidered himself half-Amert1ican VWAaVY, because hıs
mother had een Orn 1n Pennsylvanıa. He had leave hıs hıldren behind

Latrobe sa1iled for Amet1ica November 2  $ 179546 He had long
an arduous tr1p, lastıng nl March, when he landed 1n Norfolk Virginia.
He hıs first Amer1ican house there, but SOOMN moved Rıchmond the
capıtal of Virginia, where he desiened houses and penitentiary. \Whıile

Rıchmond he began book addressed wh INaYy 2VE een
tomantıc interest, teaching her how draw.?' TIhe book 1s perhaps the est
example of the SOTT of drawıng taught the Moravı1an schools Getmany.

In 1798 Latrobe received important CONTTACT he had een chosen
des1gn the NC  Z Bank of Pennsylvanıa in Phiıladelphia. He moved there

an SEeTt hıs office. 'Ihe bank bulldıng, considered the first bulldıne in
Amet1ica util1ıze Greek features, WA4S completed 1n 1801 and W4S influential

all bank builldıngs built 1n the Eexi half CEeNLUFrY, AL least. 76 In 1799 he
began hıs des1gns for the Philadelphia waterworks. He agaln sed Greek
features. Hıs knowledge of engineering proved immensely valuable. TIhe
SyYstem drew from the Schuylkıll Rıver PUump house the center

SYJUALC, mile 49  aWaYy In 1799 Latrobe designed the 1rst othic Revival
bulldıne in the United States.”

(In May 1800 1Latrobe attied Mary FElızabeth Hazlehurst, iNeEeT-

chant’'s daughter. She W4S well-educated, cultured, and much lıke hiıs 1ıtst
wıife Hıs hıildren CAMNC lıve wth them In addıtion, they had several
children of their OW!  n of whom SOMNEC died 1n infancy.”

Latrobe, wh: alteady W4S the MOST famous artchitect 1n the9
WAS needed by the United States overnment for n  proJects Washington
an elsewherte. He WAS appointed “Surveyor of the Publıc Builldiıngs of the
United States” Dy President Jefferson, wh. WAS aımateur architect and
lover of classıcal des1ign. Latrobe had teached the top of the ladder profes-

DSoane, WCIC using Greek Revıval features theıir bulldıngs by the t1ime 1 atrobe opened hıs
offtice. See Davıd Watkın, Englısh Architecture (New Ork: I’hames and Hudson,» 151
46 Hıs journal 1s published 1n: Papers, I) 3-/1
4 / Papers, 1L, 455-531
48 Hamlın, 152-1
49 Engineering Drawings, 144-2023

Sedgeley WA4S the ALNIC of ] atrobe’s (Gothic house. It 1s longer standıng.
51 Papers, I} Ixx-Ixxi, lısts the children.
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s1onally, but the position brought problems well maJor problem WAS

the capıtol bulldıng, which WAS unftinıished due the incompetence of the
previous architect.

Latrobe NOT INOVC Washington untıl 18507 One of the projJects
he undertook before leaving WAS the engineernS design for the Delawate
and Chesapeake Canal, ma]Jor project hıch WAS NOT finıshed for Man y

52

After moving Washington Latrobe completed work the capıtol
bulldıng. He also worked the \Yhıite House. He an Dolley Madıson, the
NC  < president's wife, worked together 1n furnishing SOMNEC of the He
designed furn1iıture for the bulldıne teclan style  D3 Unfortunately, much
of hıis work WA4S lost when the British entered Washington during the War of
18172 an burned the capıtol bulldıng an the \White House.

During this period Latrobe WAS continually working plans for the
Roman Catholic Cathedral Baltımore, Maryland. It turned Out be hıis
masterpiece. He volunteeted his time when he Sa W the inept des19ns that
WETEC proposed. Hıs first design W4S Gothic an WA4S rejected. Hıs exTit de-
S19n went through evetral STages and ultiımately resulted finıshed build-
Ing, which WA4S NOT dedicated untıl 1821.°

After completing his work the capıtol buildıng, Latrobe moved
Pıttsburgh and became iınvolved steamboat transportation, but the projJect  n
faıled financıally Ahal he went bankrupt.

He moved back Washington after the War of 18172 because he WAS

agaln needed work the capıtol bulldıng, which WA4S standıng rulns.
Wııth effort he succeeded rebulldıne the Iructure well intro-
ducing varıous innovatlions. He 1s responsible for the maJotity of the bu1ld-
ing AS 1ıt NO stands, EXCceDL for the cufrrent dome, the WInNDS, and
SOINC addıtions 1n the center part of the bulldıng. Among hıs specıal cContr1-
butions AfrC the famous capıtals AL the toOp of columns. In SOINC he sed

55corncobs, others tobacco leaves.
1Latrobe’s SC Henry became architect an engineer lıke hıs father

an had SONC New Orleans supervise the installatiıon of SyYstem
for that C1ty Unfortunately he contracted yellow fever an died Latrobe
felt that he should complete the projJect.  . He moved New Orleans an
became fascınated wıith the C1ty that WAaS of French of191n, but he LOO COL-

tracted yellow fever an died 1n 1820

Hıs engineernNS plans for the anal EXTANT. See Engineering Drawings, 11-19, 125-129
Margaret Brown Klapthor, Benjamıin ] atrobe AN! Dolley Madıson DDecorate the \Whıite

House, 811 (Washington: Smithson1ian Institution,
See Hamlın for detauıls.
Hamlın, plate Iso Compiulation of Works of Art and other Objects 1in the United

States Capıtol (Washington: United States (3overnment Printing Office,5 254
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Latrobe’s contriıbutions architecture and engineering 1N the United
States immense. He W AS the 1trst full-ime architect an engineer an 1t
WAS he wh established the profession of architect the He WAaS

influent1al also through his students, wh: adopted INanı y of his methods,
including the UusS«CcC of Greek mMotifs.”© Gtreek Revival elements SOOMN WETITC sed

almost all the offic1al buildıngs, but they also filtered OWN private
homes less obv1o0us WAaVS.

1Latrobe also made contriıbution through hıs sketches,
made while he traveled through the Hıs oketch of Mount Vernon,
showing Washington wth hıs famıly the porch, 1s historically impor-
tant.  5l He also made INalıy sketches of natural phenomena: insects, geolog1-
cal formations, eic.

Lo be SULC, Latrobe had natural talent.  ‘5 but 1f he had NOT een
traiıned 1n Moravıan schools hıs talent could NOT 2AVE expressed ıtself in
INanV WAaYS. Hıs Journals AIC sprinkled wıith Greek, Latın, French, and Ital-
1an  $ wıth Ars of MUuUSsIC, wıth mathematical formulas, wth sketches SOINEC

from wıith estorlies of past expetriences, wıith sc1entific descr1p-
t10NsS, an with other earned discuss1io0ons. \Yhıiıle he W4S 1n Rıchmond he

an produced play.  25 In Man y WAaYy>S he WA4S unıversal MNan lıke
Goethe, an he certainly W4S O: of the MOST important indıyvyiduals in
Amer1ican history. He nNOL. however, AVE AaLLY known connection with
the Morav1an Church during his adult lıfe, CXCECDL through his COILTESPON-

59dence wıith his brother Christian Ionatıius.
More work needs be Oone the architectural traınıng Latrobe 1C+-

ceived Moravı1an schools. Through the SOMMNC of the ther students
AT the Seminary also became proficient 1n architecture. Friedrich Renatus
Frueauff, wh: WAS AL the Paedagog1um Latrobe's time, later the archi-
ectural plan for the large Köni1gsfeld church ® Clearly, Latrobe NnOT 1tst
leatrn architecture after he teturned England; he earned architecture
Mortavı1an circles in Getrmany.

Ihe MOST important of 1Latrobe’s students WCECIC W/ill1am Strickland and Robert Mılls oth
WEIC employed by Latrobe Aassistants and learned the architectural profession trom

plate 6} /5-/9
Ihe Apology opened in Rıchmond January 2 $ 1/98 Papers I) Ixxw1.
Ihere WAS Moravıan Church Phiıladelphia, but ] atrobe A1d NOT become member.

1C45S0O11 for architectural tramnınz for minıster1al candıadates 18 o1ven by Hans Meri1an,
Fınführung in dıie Baugeschichte der Evangelischen Brüdergemeinen, Unıtas Fratrum, ed.
bDy Marı Vl Buynytenen et 21} (Utrecht: Rıyksarchief, E 469 „Um dem Mangel
Kentnissen Bautach abzuhelfen, wurden spater Lehrplan des Sem1inats Bauzeichnen
Un Mechanık aufgenommen, notwendige Kenntnisse für die künftigen Miss10nare.“‘
61 Ihe Königsfeld church WAS built in 1812
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Vernon elson Eın bewunderswerter Zeichner: Ben]jJamın Heın-
tich Latrobes bruüuderischer Hintergrund

Benjamiın Heinrich Latrobe gehört in Amer1ka den bedeutendsten tchi-
tekten und Ingenteuren nde des 15  > Anfang des 19 Jahrhunderts. ID
AI einer brüderischen Famıilıe un ber seine Herkunft un Ent-
wicklung 1n Kuropa wen12 bekannt ist. schildert der Archivar des Brüderart-
chivs VO  a} Bethlehem den Werdegang atnıhand der wen1igen och vorhande-
nen Quellen. Latrobe wutrde Maı 1764 Fulneck, Mittelengland DC
boren, sein Vater Rektor der brüderischen Knabenschule WAFr. Se1n Btu-
der Christi1an Ionatius wurde eın bedeutende englischer Komponist der Bru-
dergemeine. Mıt 12 Jahren besuchte Latrobe das Pädagog1um Nıiesky,
ZUSammmen mit Karl Bernhard Gatrve, Carl (sustav VO:  . Brinkmann un! den
Brüdern Früauf. Der Inspector ILheodor Christian Zembsch unterrichtete
(GGeometrie un T'riıgonometrie. Kunst, Zeichnen un:! Architektur ehrten
Carl Gotthold Reichel un ach dessen Wegoang ach Barby 1780 Johann
Gottfried Schulz. 1Latrobe ruhmt ferner Batron Carl Adolph (sottlob VO  a}

Schachmann, der Schloß Köntigshayn be1 Niesky lebte un:! Zur Brüder-
gemeine gehörte. Er bewunderte seine Bıbliothek, seinen Kunstsinn un
se1ine abe des /Zeichnens.

Im Herbst 1/82 wurde Latrobe auf Wunsch des Vaters ZU: ITheolo-
oischen Seminar 1n Barby zugelassen. Be1 einer Visite des Seminats durch
Spangenberg dieser ber den / xweıitel un Unglauben einzelner Studen-
ten tief erschüttert und elt Latrobes Verbletiben Sem1inar für „einen
oroßen Schaden‘““. SO kehrte Latrobe nde August 1783 ber Parıs ach
England zurück, CT be1 seinen FKltern un seinem Bruder 1n London
lebte Hier entwarf einen Plan für die (CGGemeinde Fairfield un: ein
Schulgebäude 1n Fulneck (s Abb.) 1786 besuchte CTr Italıen, S1r W/illi-

Hamıiılton kennenlernte, der als Gelehrter un: Sammler oriechischer
Wasen berüuhmt wurtrde. ach Zusammenarbeit mit den englischen Architek-
ten John Smeaton und Samuel Cockerell eröffnete 17972 ein eigenes
Architekturbüro London. Kr entwarf die Pläne für ammerwood Lodge
mit oriechischen Saulen, WAS bald selinen stilistischen Besonderhetiten
gehörte. Da Baron chachmann mit den be1iten VO Wıınckelmann VCI-

traut W: könnte Latrobe schon VO  w) ıhm 47u wotrden se1InN.
Den 'Tod seiner tTAau Lydıia geb Sellon 1793 (verh. hat aum

überwunden. In seiner Verzweiflung entschloß siıch 1795 ach Amer1ika
auszuwandern. Hier machte ıh der Bau der Bank VO Pennsylvanıa 1n
adelphia bekannt 180 / ZO9 CT ach Washington, vollendete das Capıtol un
\WYhite House, das Cr ach den Zerstörungen des Kriegs VO  w} 18172 eETrINEUETIN

mußte Se1n schönstes Werk i1st die Kathedrale VO  ) Baltımore. 1820 starb CT

Gelbtfieber New Orleans. Kr WAr eın vielseitig gebildeter Mann, VeCI-

suchte sıch auch hıterarısch, atte aber keinen Kontakt mehr Brüdergemeine.
1 30)


