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Separate Canaan 15 JA work which Moravıans might ell wish Jon Sensbach
had nNnOTt had wriıte. That 1S, It tells of the role slavery played ın the
establishment and development of the Moravıan settlements ın North
Carolina. Today would certainly wish that the church had had nothing

do with thıs oppressive instıtution, and that the church, far from
condoning slavery, had openly opposed ıt Still, facts ATC facts, and Dr
Sensbach has done valuable ervice in researching and publishing thıs
ACCOUNT

In the early days of Wachovia the Moravıans experienced A labor
shortage and had hire outsıde workers 1SSISt in building projects and
trades. Some of these workers WerTC slaves which the Moravıans rented from
their masters. Within A few VYCATrS the church itself bought slaves, though
individual ownership of claves WaS prohibited ın the settlement congregatıon
of Salem.

Some of these slaves eventually applied for an received membership in
the congregatıons. At first they liıved in the choir houses, worshipped ın the
church, and WeIC buried ın od's cre ıth all other members. Following
the American Revolution, however, the Moravıans in North Carolina CATNC

chare and INOTE the attıtudes of non-Moravıans around them, and
gradually the slaves, Moravıan and non-Moravıan alike, WeTC INOTEC and
iIinoOore segregated nto A separate soclety.

Separate Canaan documents these developments an provides insights
nto the INCanls these slaves of African descent used maıntaın personal
identity and relationships in the face of innately ostile SyStem. Jon
Sensbach, speaking AS A non-Moravıan, has made COp10US and careful uUSC of
Moravian records (diaries, minutes, correspondence, books, etc;) ın
wrıting this book, and hıs ample bibliography provides ManYy OUTCECS for
urther research.

The 15 nNnOt A pretty ONC, but it 15 ONe that needed telling, and Jon
Sensbach has told It VerYy ell

Danıiel Crews
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