
Wılliam unter In Memortiam

The recent death of William Hunter has eprive UuSs of Z00d
friend and one of the MmMoOost important students of the Native Ameri-
Cans who 6I« the origina inhabitants of Pennsylvania. His careful
scholarship, gentlemanly TaCT, and linguistic talents Aı m
the ndless ist of characteristics for which he Was both loved and
admire

Bill Was born and raised ın northwestern Pennsylvania., He attended
Allegheny College, where he began the study of modern German
which later allowed him study the Dart played Dy the Moravian
colonists In the history of his natıve St2CE; His interest in languages
and in medieval Europe B nurtured at the University of California
at Berkeley where facility in Latin, French, and Flemish Was
CO his skills in German. His thesis Robert the Frisian: Count
of anders, 1935) Was 2CCOUNT of LIth Century noble, and
continued Bill the pDath toward Moravian and Native American
studies in Pennsylvania.

In 1946, the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission ut1i-
lized Bill's considerable facility ith documentary research ith
appoiıntment 2A5 Assistant Historian. By 1961 he had attained the rank
of Chief of the History Division. ere Bill applied his skills Val-
OUS aSspeCcts of Pennsylvania's colonial history, including everal 1M-
portant contributions to studies of Native Americans and their rela-
tiıons ith the Moravians and other colonial people Bill's study OT
the forts along the Pennsylvania frontier (1960 15 thorough, DC
tratıng, and complete analysis of the CcCason\ns why this ıne of SErUC-
ures Was built, and of the ManYy actors involved In the colonial
ations ith the ManYy Native Americans who lived In, OL Came tö
Pennsylvania iın the ı8th Century. mong the ManYy brilliant EdUC-
tions erived from this study Was Bill's recognition that Teedyuskung
and his kin, who OL erstwhile grantors of lands in the famous
"Walking Purchase" contfirmation treaty, actually did NOLT have tradi-
tional rights fo the an which they sold ın 1737°

In the COUCSE of reading and searching through the vast collections
of historical documents ın Pennsylvania, Bill had taken grea Car CO
notfe original, contemporary and direct reference which he
found made fo anYy Native Americans. This search took Bill nto the
Moravian Archives, where his facility ith the German scrıpt of the
i8th century and his g lingusitic talents enabled him O elicit in
unequalled TO of data about the - JErSENS and other Native merTr-
1iCans who GiIe in the afca later colonized DYy the Moravians. ese
studies have become fundamental al subsequent ork In the Forks
of Delaware.

The data which Bill had retrieved from the Moravian Archives
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torms the basis for all present studies concerned ith the Moravıans
and their early relations ith the people who ere OCCUpyıNg this
portion of Pennsylvania. No aSspect of the Moravıan mM1SS10NarYy actıv-
ity Can be understood, from the Natıve point of VIEW, without refer-
CNCC fOo the data bank which Bill Hunter assembled. Putting his datra
nto anthropological perspective has gıven usSs entirely NC

derstanding of these events and of this important part of the history
of the effects of the Moravıan m1issions the history of Pennsylva-
nıa,

Marshall Becker, Ph  -
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