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hen the Moravian missionaries traveled the or Ämerican
continent In hat ALC NO the states of Connecticut, New York, and
Pennsylvania they encountered musical culture of grea agC The
Northwoods Indians enjoyed sıngıng, dancing, and playing musical 1N-
S£Eruments. eIr musical culture Was marked DYy vitality. It Was dis-
tinctive and apable of expressing ide of Leelings includingprofoundly religious ONCS, and it Was Lully integrated ith the actıv-
ıties and cosmologies from which it had SPLUNg,Their musical instruments, SOMeEe with direct Counterparts In the
ancıent Orient, eIC also of aSC In ONTtCAaST, the MUuSsIC and
MOStTt of the musical instruments the L8Sth CeNtUrCYy Moravians intro-
duced tO them CFO VCLY NC W, NOW called the classical style, it Was
still in its infanc in 1’742, the YCar the Moravians arrived. Joseph
aydn (born 1’7732 Was Just youth. Wolfgang AÄmadeus Mozart W3as
yet fo be born 175 ith the exception of the and the harp-sichord, the missionaries played musical instruments developed after
16 For example, the clarinet, 1C Abraham Luckenbach, OonNne of
these m1ssionaries, played, dates from the late ı7th century. But as

performance instrument, it did NOt find wide application until the
middle of the 18th CenturYy.

Moravian and Indian musical cultures differend also in respect CO
musical notation. The MUSIC f the Mahicans and the Lenapes Was
NOt notated. It Was transmitted orally, SUCVIVINg CO this day much 24A5
it would have been heard DYy Abraham Luckenbach and avı Zeis-
berger, another M1SS1ONaTY. On the other hand, have only begun
CO be able fOo a  ucCt the performance style of i8Sth centurYyMoravian musicians as they mig have played and taught it CO their

For untırıng assıstance in the research for this DapCerT, indebt-
ed CO Vernon Nelson, Curator of the Moravıan Archives; Robert
Steelman, Instructor in the Musik Department ar Moravan College,and especially Jim Rementer, Lenape living in Dewey, Oklahoma
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Indian CONVETrCLTS CVEOIl though Moravian MUSIC Was transmitted by
sical notatıon.

hat Was the Mahican and Lenape MUSIC ike 1C the Moravıian
missionarıies heard? hat Was the style of the Moravians' MUSIC
heard and SOOT also performed DYy Mahican and Lenape Indians?

Because MUSIC Was ma Jor Component of American Indian life;
an yon«c who had CONTtACT with ndians Was bound hear it often. For
example, hen the Nanticokes wished CO establish closer relations
ith the Moravlans, large of Nanticokes and Shawnees LtCrav-
eled fo Gnadenhütten NeCcaLt Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Loskiel, ın his
History of the Mission Gr the nited Brethren MONGg the Indians IN
Or America, FEeECOUNETS their arrival, 107 strong, in the middlie of
July 1752

The Indian Brethren having sent them (delegation) four large
loaves, they appeared SOMEC tıiıme after, slowly mOovıng towards
the place, in Indian Lile; the leader singing SON 9 till SIC
he Came the first house, where they halted Loskiel 13 3-

They DE Lormally welcomed CO Bethlehem five days later, the
20th of July The "Bethlehem Diary” describes the even as ollows:

Just af mid-day the whole Drocession of Nanticokes and Shaw-
NCcCS arrived from GnadenhüttenIndian converts even though Moravian music was transmitted by mu-  sical notation.  What was the Mahican and Lenape music like which the Moravian  missionaries heard? What was the style of the Moravians' music  heard and soon also performed by Mahican and Lenape Indians?  Because music was so major a component of American Indian life,  anyone who had contact with Indians was bound to hear it often. For  example, when the Nanticokes wished to establish closer relations  with the Moravians, a large group of Nanticokes and Shawnees trav-  eled to Gnadenhütten near Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Loskiel, in his  History of the Mission of the United Brethren Among the Indians in  North America, recounts their arrival, 107 strong, in the middle of  July 1ı752:  The Indian Brethren having sent them (delegation) four large  loaves, they appeared some time after, slowly moving towards  the place, in Indian file; the leader singing a song, till <sic.>  he came to the first house, where they halted. (Loskiel 133-  They were formally welcomed to Bethlehem five days later, on the  2oth of July. The "Bethlehem Diary" describes the event as follows:  Just at mid-day the whole procession of Nanticokes and Shaw-  nees arrived from Gnadenhütten ... Br. Joseph (Spangenberg)  welcomed them at our fence, from which point one of the  chiefs sang his song of joy before the whole troop. (July 20,  1754  According to this same source, there were numerous subsequent meet-  ings at which the Indians sang:  At the meeting with the Indians concerning their propositions  on the preceding Friday, an elderly Indian sang a song ©  thanksgiving in his language and style. When he came to Br.  Joseph <Spangenberg>, as he went around the table, he stop-  ped for a while and sang, and then continued on singing to his  place, and reseated himself. Then a shout of joy resumed. One  chief after the other would begin, and the people gave a re-  sponse, from which we could understand that they were very  grateful and happy. (July 24, 1752  The Indians departed from Bethlehem the next day. But a month  later David Zeisberger, Gottfried Rundt, and Martin Mack traveled  to Onadago, the capital of the Iroquois Nation where an agreement  was reached to permit Zeisberger and Rundt to take up residence  among the Iroquois so that the two might learn their language. As  their diary tells us, during the Indian council session which they at-  tended, "...parts of the transaction were sung by the Indians in theit  language and manner." ("Bethlehem Diary" 456-57  The Moravian, John Heckewelder, has left‘ us with some of the  most complete early descriptions of the music of the Northwoods  174Br Joseph (Spangenberg)
welcomed them 4L OUTL fence, from which pDoint ONC of the
chie{fs Sang his SNg of JOY before the whole FOOpP. (July 2
1754

According fo this SAa SOULCC, there eIc subsequent meet-
Ings 4A which the ndians 5qd

At the meeting ith the ndians concerning their DropositionNs
the preceding Friday, elderly Indian Sang SONg

thanksgiving ın his language and style hen he Came CO Br
Joseph <Spangenberg>, as he ent around the a  €, he STOP-
ped for while and 5Sang, and then continued singing his
place, and reseated imselt Then shout of JOYy esumed. One
chief after the other would begin, and the pDeople SaVC
SDONSC, from which could understand that they er very
grate{ful and appYy July 24 1752

The Indians eparte Trom Bethlehem the next day But month
later.. David Zeisberger, Gottiried Rundt, and Martin ack traveled

OÖnadago, the capital of the FOqUOIS Nation where agreement
Was eached CO permit Zeisberger and un fto take UD residence
mM the ITOquois that the tWO might learn their language. As
their 1ary tells US, during the Indian council ession which they at-
ended, "... Parts of the transaction eIic Sunhg by the ndians in their
language and manner." ("Bethlehem Diary” 56-57

The Moravian, John Heckewelder, has eit us ith SOMNC of the
MOST complete early descriptions of the MUSIC of the Northwoods
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ndians His History, Manners, an Customs of the Indian Nations
Who NCe Inhabited Pennsylvanla and the Neighboring States, 1INn-
cludes and entire chapter devotedto Indian singing and dancing. Of
the Lenape SoNg he WIÜotie  °

eir Aafc in general of the warlike OL of the tender and
pathetic kind They sing in short sentences; NOt without SOMNC
kind of MCAaSULC, harmonious CO Indian Cale. The MUSIC 1S
well adapted CO the words, and 1S NOt unpleasingIndians. His History, Manners, and Customs of the Indian Nations  Who Once Inhabited Pennsylvania and the Neighboring States, in-  cludes and entire chapter devotedto Indian singing and dancing. Of  the Lenape song he wrote:  Their songs are in general of the warlike or of the tender and  pathetic kind. They sing in short sentences; not without some  kind of measure, harmonious to an Indian ear. The music is  well adapted to the words, and to me is not unpleasing ...  Their singing always begins by one person only, but others fall  in successively until the general chorus begins, the drum beat-  ing all the while to mark the time. (Heckewelder 203-04  Lenape songs are available on tape and distributed by Touching  Leaves Indian Crafts in Dewey, Oklahoma as "Songs of the Lenape  or Delaware Indians". The third song of several recorded in this col-  lection is called a "Woman's Dance" and because it demonstrates so  clearly what Heckewelder meant by his description, its transcribed  melody is appended to this essay as our example. Its phrases are in-  deed short. Its rhythm is clearly in a measure of two. A drum playS  throughout to mark the beat. The song begins with a solo singer who  is then joined by others. For the most part the melody is descending  in undulating pitch patterns but is generally diatonic, that is it can  be accommodated on the Western music-staff and by the Western  major-minor tonal system. Its range is one octave. These are aspects  which are characteristic of Northwoods Indian music in general. But  they do not diminish the fact that specific music, here the Lenape  example, did not also possess its own distinct identity.  American Indians were generally limited in the variety and number  of musical instruments used. The music of the Northwoods Indians,  of which the Mahican and the Lenape were a part, was primarily  vocal. Singing and dancing - these two activities were almost insep-  arable -. were accompanied' by drums of various sorts and rattles  made from bark and animal parts. The only melodic musical instru-  ment known to them appears to have been the flagolette, which  somewhat resembles the modern recorder. But contrary to the pre-  vailing assumption, flagolettes were not used for ceremonies of  courtship but were played only for personal pleasure.  This limitation in scope and variety probably accounts for part of  the profound effect the Moravians' instrumental performances had on  Native Americans, indeed continued to have into the nineteenth cen-  tury. Again, the Moravian diaries may serve as our source for an in-  structive account of how moved a Delaware chief and his wife were  when hearing Moravian instrumental music:  <Jul  25, 1803> The chief's wife <the wife of the first chief  of t  he  Delaware, Tedpachsit> told us that as a girl, she heard  a spinnet in a meeting of the believers in Gnadenhütten (Ohio),  and that it moved her to tears, and that she still remembered  175eIr singing always begins by ONC DELSON only, but others fall
in successively until the genera]l chorus begins, the drum beat-
ing all the while fo mark the tiıme. (Heckewelder 03-04

Lenape aIfe available tape and distributed Dy Touching
/ eaves Indian Crafes in Dewey, anoma K "doNgs of the Lenape
OL Delaware ndian  »” The 1r SONS of several recorded in this col-
ection 15 called "Woman!'s Dance”" and because it demonstrates
clearly hat Heckewelder mean by his description, its transcribed
melody 15 appended O this as OUTL example. Its phrases ALC 1Nn-
deed short. Its chythm 18 clearly in MEASUTILC of LWO. Tum DIayS
throughout mark the beat. The SoNgs begins ith solo singer who
15 then joined by others. For the MOST part the melody 1s descending
ın undulating pitch patter but 15 generally diatonic, that 15 it Can
be accommodated the Western music-stafif and by the Western
major-minor tonal SyStem. iIts 15 ONC Octiave. ese ALC aspects
which 4A1 C characteristic of orthwoods Indian MUSIC in general. But
they do NOTt diminish the fact that specific MuSIC, here the Lenape
example, did NOt also DOSSCSS iIts OW distinct entity

American ndians WEILC generally imited in the varıety and number
of musical instruments used. The MUSIC of the Northwoods Indians,
of which the Mahican and the Lenape eIete Dart, Was primarily
vocal. Singing and dancing these tWO actıvıtlies WEIC almost insep-
arabile Gr accompanied Dy drums of Varlous e} and rattles
made from bark and anımal DartS. The only melodic musical instru-
ment known O them aDDCAaLS have been the flagolette, which
somewhat resembles the modern recorder. But CONtrC the DIC-
vailing assumption, flagolettes P not used for cCeremoniles OL

courtship but eIc played only tor personal pleasure.
This limitation in and variıety probably ACCOUNTS fOor Dart of

the profound effect the Moravians' instrumental performances had
Native Ämericans, indeed continued CO have nto the nineteenth CeN-

CUCY. Again, the Moravian diaries MaYy as OUL SOUTICEC for 1N-
structive aCCOUNT of how moved Delaware chief and his ife ere
hen hearing Moravian instrumental MUuSIC:!

< Jul 259 1803 The chief£'s ife <the ife of the first chiet
of  —APE Delaware, Tedpachsit> told us that as girl, she ear

spinnet in meeting of the believers in Gnadenhütten Ohio),
and that it moved her fo 9 and that she still remembered
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it with pleasure. ereupon the old Chief related hNOW he had
heard grea deal of beautiful MUSIC in the church of the
believers while visıting Litıitz: that large instrument he

the had especially pleased and moved him The
MUSIC ouched Pakantschilies that he Was nearly moved OL

made tender. He reminded himself however that he Was Warlt

chief whose business it Was to SCC everything without eing
moved OL made tender. He had experience ike that
ın the Litıtz Church The Chief returned CO Sa Y that he be-
lieved the MOStTt hard earted ndians would become tender it

had ike that
Br Kluge told him impression which the an Yy
other MUSIC makes upon yOU 1S of short duration and will SaVC

Man, because the wicked heart 15 not changed thereby.
Music has other DUCrDOSC than tO make SONg pleasant and
agreeable CO hear. Furthermore: III£ shall have the JOY
of see1ıng y OU ndians turn CO God with all YOUL heart
will also LCYy CO SECULIC OLSanN\n, otherwise, will not.  L
Thereupon he answered: ‘Very well; { will do hat Can and
admonish the ndians fo hear the ord of God diligently."
iıme will tell whether this promiıse has an Yy foundation. We

haveNOt believe hat the chie{fs Sa Y anyMOLC because the
made ManYy DromI1ses ]ready and kept them. Gipson
246-

Perhaps, hat the Lenape chiet had heard W3as the VEeLY NO

in the gallery of the Brothers' House ın Litıtz. That OLIgan, recently
restored, Was built DYy avı Tannenberg, the grea Moravıan
builder, and dedicated fOor ervice August 13, 1789 by Johannes
Herbst (1735-1812), organist, prominent COMDOSCL, CopyIist, and col-
lector of Moravıan MUSIC,. As Lancaster, Pennsylvanıa, newspaper
recalled at later date, the audience include

the MOST prominent people of all religious denominations of
Lancaster borough and COUNTY far and wide. The armony of
the vocal and instrumental MUSIC, as well as the excellent and
harmonious OLSan\n, manufactured DYy Mr avı Tannenberg, in
1t10N to the devout sing1ıng of the entire congregation,
made one's heart feel ublime (As cited in the rededication
rogram

ven itf it Was NOLT this which the Lenape chief had eard, it
would have been verYy similar instrument. For David Tannenberg,
the first full-time uilder ın Ämerica, had set u his an-
building studio ın Lititz In 1765 As tOo the spinet heard Dy the
chief's wife, it Was undoubtedly the instrument made and played by
Joshua, Junior, the Mahican discussed at length in subsequent DaS-
SapCc of this SaYy.

Unlike Lenape MUSIC, sacred MUSIC in Moravian churches W3as COMN-
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certed MUSIC, that 1S, MUSIC for VOICES and instruments in which
both G combined and performed ın alternation within the Same

DIECE. The Moravıans PE famous throughout the American colonies
for the excellence of both their sacred musical composıtions and
their musical performances by choirs, instruments, and congregations.
Performances of can  9 arlas, and accompanied chorales OiIiEe Dart
of Moravıan ServICces and festivals whether in Bethlehem, Lititz,
Nazareth, OL elsewhere. And M the Moravıan church attendants
er also ndians Some e:r® converts, others Visitors.

verYy Indian Moravıan mi1ss1ıon cultivated hymn singing. As the fol-
lowing two examples StrESS, if at al possible, hymn singıng Was al-
WaYyS accompanied Dy instruments. The Lirst, dated Dec 31, 1802,

from the missıion the White Rıver: "At this love feast 245

well as that Christmas Eve, Dr Luckenbach accampanied the
singing the violin. The ndians erIe vVerYy fond of that (Gipson
136):" The second makes the Samc Doint by lamenting the absence
of instruments. It 1s taken from entr.Yy in the Fairfield Church
1ary of 1798

“dpinet MUSIC had NnOtTt been ear since the far aWaYy Muskingum
days, though the members expressed ish for those days when
the could praise the Lord ith instruments of music." (Wilderness
134

The diaries of the Morvlıans contaın also innumerable aCCOuUuN of
Mahicans and Lenape particıpating in the performance of German
sacred mMuSsIiC. One such even took place in Bethlehem dSept 4y
174.5)y when hymns LO sung in 13 languages:

Academicians, missionarlies and residents of Bethlehem from
VarlıO0us European countries: men who eIC mastfers of three OTL

four languages and Indian converts, uniıting their VO1ICES in the
strains, accompanied DYy the MUSIC of ind and stringed instru-
mMments. (Levering 205)

The DCreVIOUS month, in August, the ndians had also SUNg alone in
their natıve tongue the casıon of ervice n synod meeting.
It 15 not clear hat Indian language Was used, but 4S the report
9 they Sang well and expressively: llAt the Second Synod Ses-
S10n the ndians Sang in their natıve language, and caused
be shed ("Bethlehem Dairy  N August 19, 1745)."'

Having the Moravılan ndians sıng ymns in their OW Varı0ous lan-
ZUaSCS Was ma Jor part of the Moravıiıan mı1ssıon conversion policy
The rationale for this policy Was stated clearly by David Zeisberger
in the Orewor: his hymnal in the Delaware language:

As the singing of psalms and spiritual has always torm-
ed principal part of the divine ervice of OUFL Church, even
ın congregations gathered from M the eathencerted music, that is, music for voices and instruments in which  both are combined and performed in alternation within the same  piece. The Moravians were famous throughout the American colonies  for the excellence of both their sacred musical compositions and  their musical performances by choirs, instruments, and congregations.  Performances of cantatas, arias, and accompanied chorales were part  of Moravian services and festivals whether in Bethlehem, Lititz,  Nazareth, or elsewhere. And among the Moravian church attendants  were also Indians. Some were converts, others visitors.  Every Indian Moravian mission cultivated hymn singing. As the fol-  lowing two examples stress, if at all possible, hymn singing was al-  ways accompanied by instruments. The first, dated Dec. 31, 1802,  comes from the mission on the White River: "At this love feast as  well as that on Christmas Eve, Dr. Luckenbach accampanied the  singing on the violin. The Indians were very fond of that (Gipson  136)." The second makes the same point by lamenting the absence  of instruments. It is taken from an entry in the Fairfield Church  diary of 1798:  "Spinet music _ had not been heard since the far away Muskingum  days, though the members expressed a wish for those days when  the  could praise the Lord with instruments of music." (Wilderness  134  The diaries of the Morvians contain also innumerable accounts of  Mahicans and Lenape participating in the performance of German  sacred music. One such event took place in Bethlehem on Sept. 4,  1745, when hymns were sung in 13 languages:  Academicians, missionaries and residents of Bethlehem from  various European countries: men who were masters of three or  four languages and Indian converts, uniting their voices in the  strains, accompanied by the music of wind and stringed instru-  ments. (Levering 205)  The previous month, in August, the Indians had also sung alone in  their native tongue on the occasion of a service at a synod meeting.  It is not clear what Indian language was used, but as the report  stresses, they sang well and expressively: "At the Second Synod Ses-  sion the Indians sang in their native language, and caused tears tö  be shed ("Bethlehem Dairy" August 19, 1745)."  Having the Moravian Indians sing hymns in their own various lan-  guages was a major part of the Moravian mission conversion policy.  The rationale for this policy was stated clearly by David Zeisberger  in the Foreword to his hymnal in the Delaware language:  As the singing of psalms and spiritual songs has always form-  ed a principal part of the divine service of our Church, even  in congregations gathered from among the heathen ... All our  converts find much pleasure in learning verses with their tunes  177All OUTL

ONVEeTrCTS find much pleasure in learning VeILSCS ith their
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Dy heart, and frequently sıng and meditate them Aa home
and abroad. (Zeisberger Foreword)

Hymn singing in the Mahican Inguage Was also nOot neglected. As the
u  ehem Diary” tor ebruary 15y 1746 us  -

At the midday had lovefeast ith all those who ALC CONMN-
nected ith eathen matters, 1C the Society for the Prop-
agatıon of the Gospel BaVC. We sat OUL ndians at table in
the middie and all seated ourselves arouhnd them. We had
MUSIC and OUTL Mahican riends also Sang little hymns (Febru-
aLYy 15y 1746)

Another 2CCOUNT comments the fine singing at lovefeast cele-
brated May 19 17406, but, adds ONC important StrESS, namely that
the singing Was done in harmony and hereby Cralses question CON-
cerning the general assumption that congregational singing ın
did NnOt take place in Moravian churches. If the Mahicans mentioned
CIC rained DYy Moravian missionaries sing in harmony, and E, 2s
the Delaware SONg Iready discussed makes clear; harmony Was NOTt

element of Woodland Indian MUSIC, then MaYy also aSSUume that
it 15 likely that the European Moravians did sing their OW CONSLIC-
gational chorales in ° Another diary PasSSagc would SCCM CO end
strength CO this assumption. The diary reports that

Sixteen ndians from hecomeko had lovefeast with the
Bethlehem NS and SOINC rom Nazaretby heart, and frequently sing and meditate on them at home  and abroad. (Zeisberger Foreword)  Hymn singing in the Mahican Inguage was also not neglected. As the  "Bethlehem Diary" for February 1ı5, 1746 tells us:  At the midday we had a lovefeast with all those who are con-  nected with heathen matters, which the Society for the Prop-  agation of the Gospel gave. We sat our Indians at a table in  the middle and we all seated ourselves around them. We had  music and our Mahican friends also sang little hymns. (Febru-  ary IS, 1746)  Another account comments on the fine singing at a lovefeast cele-  brated on May ı, 1746, but, adds one important stress, namely that  the singing was done in harmony and thereby raises a question con-  cerning the general assumption that congregational singing in parts  did not take place in Moravian churches. I£ the Mahicans mentioned  were trained by Moravian missionaries to sing in harmony, and if, as  the Delaware song already discussed makes clear, harmony was not  an element of Woodland Indian music, then we may also assume that  it is likely that the European Moravians did sing their own congre-  gational chorales in parts. Another diary passage would seem to lend  strength to this assumption. The diary reports that:  Sixteen Indians from Checomeko had a lovefeast with the  Bethlehem ones and some from Nazareth ... The Indian broth-  ers and sisters sang many verses in Mahican in quite lovely and  for them hardly to be expected.harmony. ("Bethlehem Diary")  That the Moravians were not the only ones who professed themselves  impressed by the quality of the singing of the American Indian con-  verts is clear from David Zeisberger's diary accounts. One describes  the reaction of the citizens of Detroit to the hymn singing of the  Indian Christians as:  ..  something extraordinary, which in the case of Indians they  had never seen nor heard. Hymn after hymn rolled out ... The  more darin  and agile got upon the palisades in the shipyard  to watch. (Gray 77-78  The British governor had ordered the Ohio Moravians to travel there  in 1781 to defend themselves against accusations, soon proved with-  out substance, that they had conspired with Americans against the  British.  The second account notes the favorable response to the singing  which the Governor of Upper Canada, John Graves Simcoe and his  party demonstrated on the occasion of their visit to the Fairfield,  Canada mission:  Along with his officers, he also attended a service which he  requested, and it just happened that most of the brothers and  sisters were at home. He took notice of everything. The sing-  ing of the brothers and sisters pleased him very much and  178The Indian broth-
CIS and sisters 5Sang ManYy VeEILSCS in Mahican In quıte lovely and
for them hardly to be expected.harmony. ("Bethlehem Diary")

That the Moravıans eIic NOT the only Necs who professed themselves
impressed by the quality of the singıing of the American Indian ConN-
VvVe 15 clear from avı Zeisberger's 1ary 2ACCOUNTS: One describes
the reaction of the cıtiızens of Detroit fo the hymn singing of the
Indian Christians AS  D

»  e something extraordinäry, 1 in the Case of ndians they
had SCCMH 1NOL heard Hymn after hymn rolled Outby heart, and frequently sing and meditate on them at home  and abroad. (Zeisberger Foreword)  Hymn singing in the Mahican Inguage was also not neglected. As the  "Bethlehem Diary" for February 1ı5, 1746 tells us:  At the midday we had a lovefeast with all those who are con-  nected with heathen matters, which the Society for the Prop-  agation of the Gospel gave. We sat our Indians at a table in  the middle and we all seated ourselves around them. We had  music and our Mahican friends also sang little hymns. (Febru-  ary IS, 1746)  Another account comments on the fine singing at a lovefeast cele-  brated on May ı, 1746, but, adds one important stress, namely that  the singing was done in harmony and thereby raises a question con-  cerning the general assumption that congregational singing in parts  did not take place in Moravian churches. I£ the Mahicans mentioned  were trained by Moravian missionaries to sing in harmony, and if, as  the Delaware song already discussed makes clear, harmony was not  an element of Woodland Indian music, then we may also assume that  it is likely that the European Moravians did sing their own congre-  gational chorales in parts. Another diary passage would seem to lend  strength to this assumption. The diary reports that:  Sixteen Indians from Checomeko had a lovefeast with the  Bethlehem ones and some from Nazareth ... The Indian broth-  ers and sisters sang many verses in Mahican in quite lovely and  for them hardly to be expected.harmony. ("Bethlehem Diary")  That the Moravians were not the only ones who professed themselves  impressed by the quality of the singing of the American Indian con-  verts is clear from David Zeisberger's diary accounts. One describes  the reaction of the citizens of Detroit to the hymn singing of the  Indian Christians as:  ..  something extraordinary, which in the case of Indians they  had never seen nor heard. Hymn after hymn rolled out ... The  more darin  and agile got upon the palisades in the shipyard  to watch. (Gray 77-78  The British governor had ordered the Ohio Moravians to travel there  in 1781 to defend themselves against accusations, soon proved with-  out substance, that they had conspired with Americans against the  British.  The second account notes the favorable response to the singing  which the Governor of Upper Canada, John Graves Simcoe and his  party demonstrated on the occasion of their visit to the Fairfield,  Canada mission:  Along with his officers, he also attended a service which he  requested, and it just happened that most of the brothers and  sisters were at home. He took notice of everything. The sing-  ing of the brothers and sisters pleased him very much and  178The
IMNMOLC darin and agile ZOLt uDON the palisades in the shipyar
CO watch. Gray 77-768

The British had ordered the Ohio Moravians travel there
in 1781 defend themselves agalnst accusations, SOoN proved with-
OUtT substance, that they had conspired ith Americans agaınst the
Britis

The second 2CCOUNT NnNOtTES the favorable the singingwhich the Governor of pper Canada, John Graves Simcoe and his
demonstrated the OCCasıon of their visıt the Fairfield,

Canada mission:
Along ith his officers, he also attended ervice which he
requested, and it Just happened that MOSETt of the brothers and
sısters WEeEeIC af home. He took notice of everything. The sing-
ing of the brothers and sisters pleased him VerYy much and
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afterward he bade USy hen the ndians agaın assembled,
CXDICSS his satisfaction them their devout worship and

tell them that he had been greatly dified to SCC ndians
who served God ith such devotion and LEvVerenCC. Mueller

Because of the desire of the Moravian missionarlies have their
CONVETLCETS sing hymns in their natıve languages, number of Droml1-
nent Moravlans made translations of hymn VEISCS nto Mahican and
Lenape. Booklets containing translations of German-language
nto Mahican ALIC preserved in the Moravian Archives at Bethlehem
and Herrnhut. In Bethlehem there 15 also CODY of the text of
Canftata ın which CWO arı1as and OoNe choral ALC written in both (zer-
mMan and Mahican, along ith duet In which Mahican words appear
alongside the German OonNcsSs. Unfortunately there 15 MUSIC the
cantata, it 15 NnOt possible fo know how it Was performed.

S CODY TOr booklet of hymns in Mahican, dated 1746,
sts in Herrnhut. It contains translations probably made Dy Gottlob
Büttner and Johann Pyrlaeus ith the assıstance of several Mahicans.
(Masthay, Mahican l anguage) Translations of hymns nto Delaware Dy
Bernard Grube BPC published in 1763; also in the form of booklet
Johann Brandmueller of Friedensthal NCaLl Bethlehem, 15 presumed tOo
have been the publisher. Only OoNec CODY fo have survived and
it 15 unfortuately incomplete. The booklet contaıns single VELSCS5 for
27 ymns Fach 15 precede Dy the title of the me fo
which it 15 to be SUuNS,.

Grube's oklet Was superceded by David Zeisberger's Delaware-
language hymna! printed In 1802. This hymna!l contaıns single VvVerses
A well as sections from the liturgy As ith Grube's booklet, the
hymn un ALC indicated by title ın German which preceeds each
GESEG: But the Zeisberger hymnal 15 MOLC than merely expansıon
of Grube's Its AIC revised. The VEeEILSCS CFE retranslated and
the words respelled. In tact it Z1ves F1sSE the possibility that it 15
actually hymnal written in different jalect Abraham Lucken-
bach eventually revised the Zeisberger Hymnal, and this revision Was
published in Bethlehem ın 1847.

The Mahicans and Lenape NOLT only Sang Moravian ymns in their
OW languages, they 5Sang them ın German as well In tact learning
hymn VELSCS Ca tO form ma Jor Dart of the education of Indian
children The aCCount quoted here indeed suggests that singing WAas
used tO instruct the children in the German language:

In December <17 507 the school matters in Gnadenhütten SCLe

organized according toO the plan formed long d9O, and A begin-
nıng Was made that CVCN the smallest cnılaren of 3, 4 YCAIS
could hardly wait fO Come nto the classes. They earned
read and fo sing Indian and German VeEISCS. On abbath days
Varıous CF brothers and sisters COM«Ee together ın order
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have singing EeXercCcıse in their Indian VEILSCS. During these
exXxerc1ıises they always learn SOMC German., ("Bethlehem Diary”
UE 15y 1749 and May 2 1’7750

Indian children responded eagerly CO such schooling, CVCnNn Z01Ng far
245 CO demand it, 4S the "Bethlehem Diar y“ tells u är unscheduled
times:

The children Camese nto OUL huts, Sat down, and wanted their
ABC book, and held nıce little Singstunde ith German
and Indian fanzas. (September 23 1756

How effective the Moravian instruction Wa 1S brought Out DY
vivid aCCOUNT of meeting between the prominent M1SS1ONATY, Martin
Mack, and Indian girl:

On the 16th February, 1758,;, Brother ack visited the Indians
2A2CLOSS the Lehigh River, as he often did Little LOour-year old
Martha, Indian girl, stopped him and asked if he WAas going
CO have meeting today hen he said Al she MUST have
been disappointed because she liked tfo sıng She sat down

bench and started o sıng ONEC of the ymns she had earned
from the Moravians: "Ach, meın herlich Jesulein, mach dir eın
meın sanft bettlein." er she finished her SONg ın German,
she Sang it in the Indian language, and then she walked AaWaVY.
Goodwin

Despite the innumerable AaCCOUNTS which ex1ist, telling of the 1Mpor-
ance of musical activities In the Indian schools and how students
and bystanders responded CO them, we have o this date only SuD-
erficial understanding of the role Moravian MUSIC education played
M the Mahican and the Lenape children and adult ONVETLTS: The
biography of Joshua, Junior, mentioned at the beginning, underlines
the significance of the neglected topic DYy offering INOLC at-
ing glimpse which 15 Uun1que. Joshua, Junior, Was Christian Mahican
who became musically fully acculturated. oshua, SeNI1OT, his father,
Was the Mahican Tassawachawen who, ın 1’7742 in CON-
ducted by Count Zinzendorf and the Missionary Gottlob Büttner, be-
Came OoNCc of the first CWO ndians tO be baptized in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, al which tıme he also received his Christian Name
Joshua (senior). According fo John Heckewelder, "Joshua <the ather>
Was from the tıme of his baptism, unto his eı in 1’7739 faithful
and usetful member of the church; being both national assıstant, OL
warden,; and also interpreter of the ecImMONS presented to the ndians
(Narrative 412) ' His SoN, Joshua, Juni0r, born in 1741 4L Wachquet-
nach, Indian settilement the Connecticut Rıver in New England,
Was fourteen when, along ith ManYy members of their settlement,
and his parents moved the Lamily Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
During his three-year STaYy in Bethlehem, oshua, Juni10r, received his
first instruction the spinet, Lype of harpsichord, and the
Organ. We MaYy 2SSUumMe that he also earned to sing ymns in Ger-
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Man and Mahican then. After their INMOVC CO Gnadenhütten, Ma-
nent settilement for Moravian ndians NCAaLr Bethlehem, Joshua, Junior s
MUusIC education Was continued by the chapel musıicıan there:

present of spinet having been made tor the IN of the
chapel at Gnadenhütten, the singing of the congregation Was

improved, and Brother chmick Dlayed uDON\N It, fOo the satıs-
action and edification of all He also taught Indian

play, who succeeded him (Loskiel, History OF the Mi  OoNS
of the (UJnited Brethren, Vol 2y 133

Joshua, Jun10r, probably also received instruction ın MUSIC and sSing-
ing from Bernard rube, author of the booklet of ymns already
mentioned, for Grube W3as in charge of teaching the Indian DOys at
the Gnadenhütten school "Teaching", 2A5 have SCCMH ın Moravian
M1sSs1OoN schools included much singing. The Joshua, 2a5 Hecke-
welder DOoINtS Out had genIus for learning, both languages and
the mechanical APES (Narrative 411)" but received excellent
musica|l education also because of the fortunate coincidence that CWO
of the finest Moravian Missionary-musiclans served as his teachers.

hen in responNse CO the deeping WAar CFIISIS the of enn-
sylvania offered IMOLC SSCCHLE helter the Moravian Indians, Joshua,
Juni0r, Was M those who moved tO Philadelphia. While there, he
played the spinet for the and performed at the home otf
the COMMISSAaTY, Mr FOX; who professed imsel{f£ fo be greatiy 1M-
pressed During his Philadelphia SCaY, Joshua also married his tirst
wife, Sophia, recent CONVert who had been baptized in Philadelphia.
Her ather, incidentally, Was John Papunhank, the first Indian O be
baptized by Br Zeisberger at the Moravian settlement the Sus-
quehanna River in Pennsylvania and promınent Indian preacher and
moralıist. Joshua and ophia's marriage pDroduced cChıladren

Upon the conclusion of the French-Indian War, the Mahicans ere
moved for settlement fo Friedenhütten the Susquehanna River in
Pennsylvania. Joshua, jJunior, was able fOo continue his musical iInsStruc-
tiıon with his teacher Johann chmick and, as already stated, ulti-
mately succeeded him 2A5 chapel musıiıcian. The prominent European
Moravian musiclan, COMPDOSCL, and compiler, Christian Gregor, visited
Friedenhütten while tourıng America. Although there 15 known
record of the MUSIC played NOL who played it for regor's visit, it
15 likely that oshua, musically talented and well-trained, pDartici-
pate ith chmick!'s help oshua, using his skills ın the mechanical
arts, even constructed a spinet which Was first played during the
Friedenhütten Christmas Eve ervice of 17067.

hen the Was moved agaın, this time Ohio, found
Gnadenhütten there, Joshua ent along. Gnadenhütten Was the second
Moravian settlement iın Ohio The spinet IC Joshua played there
1S probably the instrumen he had built in Pennsylvania and taken
along Ohio
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Though Schoenbrunn <Ohio> WAaSs IMOLC important and its church
much larger (it held five hundred), the Gnadenhütten Chapel
Was MOIC remarkable. Its plain walls PE relieved Dy olored
strands of basket work, and Joshua, NO noted COODCLI and
gun-stock maker, provided atmosphere of cultured refine-
ment hitherto unknown CO SaVagcCcS as he brought forth hymns
from his treasured spinet. (Gray 5 1

The Indian chie{f's wife, cited earlier 2A5 having ear spinet for
the first time Au Gnadenhütten, Ohio, Was undoubtedly referring fO
Joshua's instrument. And SINCE Joshua had served as chapel musicıan
ar both Gnadenhütten and Friedenhütten, her recollection Was proba-
bly in reterence CO spinet MUSIC personally played DYy Joshua, JUN10L,

In 1782 ManYy of the Indian Moravians who belonged the Gnaden-
hütten congregation C massacred by of Americän soldiers
who reportedly used Joshua's CarpentrCYy tools fO Kill] ManYy of his fel-
low Indian brethren. Iwo of Joshua!'s daughters GE€ m the slain
According o Heckewelder, the murder of Joshua's daughters, ır  WAas
hard stroke for him bear. en, VEeLY often has be been shedding
ears, this aCCOounNntT, though he Was ear SC-
ful statement agalnst the murders.. (Narrative 410)

mi1ss10n, Gnadenhütten in Ohio had been VCLY successtul.
Many Lenape OI converted. The maın body of the Lenape, how-
CVCTL, pressured DYy the influx of white settlers, had moved urther
WEStTt. In the belief that the Lenape would continue be responsive
CO their MCSSALC, Br John Heckewelder and Br Kluge also moved
est and established Ne mi1ission the White Clay Riıver. Joshua,
Jun10r, followed ith his wife and SOM But this m1ission did NOt DCOS-
DCTI and Joshua Was visited Dy renewed tragedy. Soon after their aAL-
rival ar the White River Mission, his ife died, and the Lollowing
YCar his SOM Joshua remarried, but his second marriage Was unhappy
suffering from problems of incompatibility. While know that he
continued fo as interpreter at the mM1SS10N, he 15 mentioned
frequently In the White River diaries, his ialect caused frequent
language problems and there 15 evidence extant indicating contın-
ued musical actıvıtles. The Lenape, in anYy CaSCcC, OS longer
ceptive CO the Moravians' Christian MCSSASC,. eacting LO their
peated dislodgements by the white IMan, they became receptive
the call of Delaware Indian prophets O return to the Lenape's form-
DE mode of ife Joshua Was caught up in the backlash this produced
dians NnOt far from the Moravian m1ss1ion. Br Luckenbach
Accused of witchcrait by his OW people, he Was tried Dy ftellow In-

roceeded
there in the hope that he could intercede in Joshua's behaltf but did
nOt reach his destination ın time. The m1ssion diary includes this
oun of hat took place
P I8, 1806 ith high COUFaSC he eft here early in the
morning. He had hardly gONC half WdYy hen he Was met by
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Indian who DaVC him the terrible NCWS that, the day
before, OUL DOOL Joshua had become victım otf their cruelty.
They likewise had struck the atchet nto his head CLWO tiımes
and then burned him ith this terrible NCWS Br Luckenbach
Camıc back in the afternoon. This Was the sever blow that
could be gıiven UuS,. We BLr filled ith terror and the horror
otf it all robbed us of all thought. We could do nothing but
sigh and WCCD-. As SOO| 245 recovered somewhat QOUFL first
thought W as sell everything and flee from here toO Goshen
2A5 sSsOoN 45 possible. (Gipson 417-18

The diary concludes ith entry on September 15y 1806, ith
this OUL m1ss1ion here Came fO close (Gipson 454)."' Was the fate
of Joshua symptomatıc of the fate of the Moravıan miss1ion effort?
hat GE the net results of its M1sSS1ONAaLCYy fforts in musical edu-
cation?

While the Moravlans, judging Dy the evidence, respected the natıve
American MUSIC they heard, they found [OOM for it in their Chri-
st1an celebrations. The conclusion presented Dy the evidence 15 there-
fore that musical integration took place between the European
Moravlans and the Mahicans and Lenape. The MESSAYC of Christianity
could be told ın speech and SNNS in the anguage of the natıve DODU-
lation, but the SUNS BIre clad ın European melodies one
of the missionary-musicl1ans aDDCaLS fo have PCVCGE notated Lenape
SoNg, even though their published Indian language hymnals appeared
in ManYy editions. They I6 fine musiclans. They unquestionably
possessed the skills required CO record the Indian melodies of the

and dances. But they made effort do and Can

only regret that Moravıan diligence and effort did NnOt produce
record of the Indian musical eritage as part of the rich documen-
Cary historical legacy of Indian ite which the Moravıan missionaries
did indeed for Not only musiclans but ethnomusicologists
as well would be enriched ın their study of the MUSIC of Woodlands
ndians Such record would also be invaluable NO the Lenape
themselves as they attempt estore and revitalize their OW eth-
NıIC heritage.

It certainly would NnOt be [Casonable criticıze the Moravıans for
having lacked perception the value of Lenape and other Indian
NSS,. The ndians to hem eIc heathens be converted, and the

Id NnOt be expected share theMoravians. serving 45 missionarlıes COU
cultural mentality of later agcC Romantıc nationalism egan
W Europe only CenturYy after the founding of Bethlehem. The
cultural climate needed turn European musiclans toward valuing
Cven their OW folk heritage did NnOt Vet exıist. Indeed, while painters
and photographers, ın contrast, had become sensitized to the need
much earlier and eGLc already actively recording Indian life, MONMN-

Western musical traditions DEr nOot to be taken seriously until the
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beginning of the 20th CenNturYy despite the fact that, in the United
States, the first systematiıc effort fo change this attitude dates from
the collection of American MUSIC undertaken In the OS DYy Alice
Cunningham Fletcher, teacher and lecturer who, though raised in
New York City, began CO record natıve Ämerican melodies. By the
1880S, however, the Lenape CC already widely scattered, thus ser1-
ously handicapping the study of the MUSIC of the Northwoods Indians
iın general, CO SaVYy nothing of the ethnomusicological study f distinct
branches of such MUuUSsIC AS, for example, represented. Dy Mahican and
Lenape NSS. Despite such obstacles, the Moravian archives, althoughdevoid of Indian MUuSsIC DCLT 5 MaYy nonetheless significant In
the u CO recapture ost Indian ethnic musical traditions. The
written records which jelded information for this CSSaY, provide
matrıx upon which CO build

To alance this conclusion the question MUStTt also be reversed. In
other words, how did the Lenape and Mahicans receive and integrateEuropean music? The aNSWEeEeT 1S clear: The Lenape and Mahican Mor-
avlıans' reaction W3as the opposite of that of the European Moravians.
Lenape and Mahican totally assimilated European MusIic.
Many who did NOt CONvert nonetheless found the Moravians' MUSIC
Impressive and moving,. Indian Moravians Nnot only accepted LEuropeanMUSIC but aDDC3aL to have done willingly, indeed eagerly, at least
in the Case of children ven S 1t, LOO, did NnOt produce cultural
integration. How 1S this fOo be explained? There Was VCLY little in
their musical tradition that could have prepare Indians be CD-tıve for the greatiy increased complexity and the technological SU-
perlority of European MuSsIicC. That the Morvian ndians assımilated
European MUSIC at all 15 therefore INOLC than astonishing. It 15 phe-nomenal, especially because assimilation Was complete Perform-
aNnC of European MUuSsIC by Indians Was impressive and mMOVving a1s6

the Moravians and other Ekuropean colonists. David Brainerd,non-Moravian M1SS1ONAaLYy working m the Lenape in his
diary arc 59 1746

They have likewise ueried ith respecting PFrODECL MmMeth-
od, 25 well 2a5 PrOoDCK Matter ofr PFayer, and eXpressions suıta-
ble to be used In that religious EXercIse: and have taken Dalnsin order fO the SIC performance of this duty with understand-
Ing. They have ikewise taken Daıns, and appeare remarka-
bly apt in learning CO sıng psalm-tunes, and are NO able tOo
sıng with g00d degree of decency in the worship of God
Edwards 272)
similar COomMMent Can be found in another record, the so-called

r  airtfield Diary":
The Indians have ın genera|l g0o0d VO1ICES for ingıng; and evince

tondness for MUuSIC, and cCapacıty to learn H44 hen the
Indian Congregation Was at Gnadenhütten the Mahony, and
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Friedenshütten, they had spinet in their church, which Was

played ın their meetings by late Br chmick (June 2
1798

The eXpert guidance provided by the Moravıans in this DrOCCSS of
musical assimilation mMust NnOTt be underrated. The Mahicans and
Lenape Christians received the best musical instruction available in
the colonies then. In addition, the Indian Moravıans WeIC treated,

daily basis, to the most Super 10r performances of sacred MUSIC
available anywhere in Colonial America.

But after all has been said, the Lact remaıns that this meeting of
LWO MUSIC Systems ONC of grea aDC, OoNe of grea complexity
both capable of expressing profound sacred experiences, confronting
each other in the .conditions described, suggests but ONC conclusion:
25 the i8th Century drew Its close Moravıan mMusic and the MUSIC
of the Mahicans and Lenape had remained unchanged by their
CcCounter and have remained fo the present day The Mahicans and
Lenape who included European MUSIC in their OW cultural practice
did without alterations. Moravian missionarles, although able
appreclate and respect American Indian MUSIC, likewise found nothing
ın it they wanted CO adopt and make Dart of their OW cultural tra-
ditions.
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Das Verhältnis der bekehrten Mohikaner und Lenape
ZULC brüderischen Musik

Gegenstand dieses CtiıKels ist die Begegnung zwischen ZWEI Musik-
kulturen. Die ältere der beiden WarLr die der Indianer des nördlichen
Waldlandes, VOL allem der Mohikaner und Lenape (auch als Delawaren
ekannt). Im Vergleich dazu War die vorklassische Musik, die Von den
Herrnhuter Missionaren gepflegt wurde, sehr viel Jünger Doch weder
Herrnhuter Quellen noch die heutige Musik der Moravians oder der
Lenape deuten auf einen wirklichen Austausch hin, der zwischen bei-
den musikalischen Traditionen stattgefunden hätte. Obwohl die Herrn-
huter Missionare, die im Nordosten Amerikas ebten, Von Lenape-und Mohikaner-Musik umgeben WaLCNH, reziplerten s1e diese musikali-
schen Traditionen nicht. Die europäischen Missionare bestanden viel-
mehr arauf, daß die bekehrten Indianer NUL Choräle SaNngcCN, die VOnNn
kuropäern komponiert T1 Um dafür die Voraussetzung scha{f-
fen, übersetzten S1e miıt der VON zweisprachigen Indianern hun-
derte VON Liedversen in die Sprachen der Mohikaner und der Lenape.Andererseits scheinen aber auch die christlichen Indianer Dereitwilligihrer eigenen Musik abgesagt haben und erlernten leicht die est-
liche Musik Tatsächlich machte ihr Gesang VonN Herrnhuter Liedern
auf alle Eindruck, die sS1e sıngen hörten. Tagebuchaufzeichnungen füh-
Icn dem chluß, daß die Gesangsausbildung ZU wesentlichen Be-
standteil des allgemeinen Unterrichts für die Indianer Herrnhuter
chulen gehörte.

Die Biographie eines Mohikaners, Josua Juni10r, vermittelt erhellen-
de Einsichten. Sie schildert das en eiınes Indianers, der sich völligder europäische Musiktradition anpaßte. Nachdem CL bereits als Kind
das Spinett- und Orgelspiel erlernt hatte, gab Josua miıt bemerkens-
wertem Erfolg öffentliche Konzerte in Philadelphia und übernahm
dann nacheinander die Organistenstelle in zwel Missionssiedlungen. Es
Ist offensichtlich, daß bei den christlichen Lenape und Mohikanern
durch die ausgezeichnete musikalische Unterweisung VON Herrnhutern
und durch geistliche Konzerte, die S1e In Herrnhuter Kirchen hörten,musikalische Fähigkeiten gefördert wurden.

Die künftige Erforschung dieses Themas sollte sich vorrangig ZzweIl
Bereichen zuwenden: einem Vergleich der katholischen und rote-stantischen Unterrichtsmethoden und -ergebnisse Dei dem europäli-schen Musikunterricht der Indianer und D einer gründlicheren CIOLr-
schung der Rolle, die indianische Christen in der Geschichte der
amerikanischen Hymnologie spielten.
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