
Lecture
Presented at the Sun Inn Indıan Symposium

James one äear Revey*

Please allow fOo introduce myself£. My name 15 LONE
BEAR REVEY.I LENAPEFE OL Indian from the SCa
of New Jersey. chairman of the New Jersey Indian Office in
Orange, New Jersey, which 15 the headquarters for the New Jersey
Delaware ndians

! feel VCLY privileged fo have been invited to this Moravian Sym-
pDosıium and to be able fo talk 21bout the Lenape Delaware Indians,
DaSst and present.

should ike fo Out by telling yOU about how ife Was for
the Lenape before the coming of Europeans these shores. The
scholars call this prehistoric time THE LATE PERIOD
ext | should ike talk about the cContact peri that brought
Dutch, English and Swedish people here, at first to trade for fur and
later CO colonize. For the Lenape it brought Vast cultural hanges.
As their and Was being occupied Dy settlers, the Lenape found them-
selves forced fo leave, being pushed aWaAY from the ast Coast est-
ard nto Pennsylvania, and from there nto Ohio, Indiana, Missouri
and Kansas. Some CvVen moved Texas; but MOSt ended up in Okla-
homa. ÖOthers, mainly Munsee, ent Canada. splinter from
New Jersey resettled in Wisconsin.

It 1S also important to relate how the Quakers, and the Presbyte-
rıan and Moravian missionaries sought fo Convert the Lenape. Finally
| should ike to relate CO yOU something about the present-day ena-
DC OL Delaware ndians, including where they NO live in the United
States and Canada.

All of the terrıtory of eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, the north-

$j Reviewed and revised for publication DYy author
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CIn Dart of Delaware and the south eastern Dart f New York STtafe
Was LENAPEHOKING OL "che and of the EFenape-: The people of
Lenapehoking belonged CO the northeastern branch of the N-
KIAN speaking people Two Dialects n m] F a spoken ın Lenapehoking. In
the southern ALCa GL the and In the northern ALIicCca the
MUNSEE

It 15 believed that humans have Ooccupied Lenapehoking SINCE 10,000
Paleo and Archaic people precede the Algonkian speaking DCO-

ple of the Woodland Period
Archaelogists and other scholars estimate that there CIC about

11,000 fOo 12,000 people living iın the afrca hen the first Europeansarrived. But SOMC native-American Indian scholars elieve the Num-
ber tOo have been between 20,000 foO 25000

Beifore proceeding, it 1$ NCCESSALY to explain also SOIMNC of the
be uSs1ıng. already mentioned that Lenapehokingand of the Lenape”. The Namme LENAPE 15 cComposite. Trans-

lated, LEN "common" OL "ordinary" and APF "person".
It 1S the MNMame that the Delaware Indian people used in conversation
hen describing themselves. The plura|l of the ord 15 LENAPEYOK
The Name LENNI-LENAPE, often used hen referring CO the Lenape
OL Delaware eople, 15 used by the Lenape OLr Delaware ndians
themselves, because the Same thing 4a5 LEN in Lenape,and CO be called Lenni-Lenape OL ComMmMOonN-common DECSON, would
be redundant fo aNnyOoN«cC familiar ith the language.Since early colonial tımes the ndians of Lenapehoking have been
called Delaware ndians Dy the English because they lived both
sides of the Delaware River. The NaIine Delaware 15 NOT Indian
Ord. The Delaware Day and the Delaware River eIc hnamed In
1610 Dy the .. English o honor SIr Thomas West, the third Lord De La
Warr, who served as the appointed of the English colony at
Jamestown, Virginia, For the Lenape, the Delaware River Wäas the
LENAPEWISIP OL LENNAPEWIHITTU (In modern Lenape SIPU —
fers CO creek.,

While talking about CVvers, it would scCCM approprliate also CO —
mind ourselves that the early Dutch settlers cslled the Delaware
River the OUu River and the Hudson River the North KRiver. The

eIc changed after the English took OVEOL the terrıtory from
the Dutch The Or River became the Hudson. For the Indians of
the region, the Hudson Kiıver Was MAHIGANWISIP OL the Mahicans
Kıver. As for New Jerse
der of the SR  L

Y‚ it Was called SHEOPI which Hbor_
The Lenape had concept of themselves 25 natıon In the UuUrCo-

DCan of the meaniıng of this ord. They 1ve in scattered vil-
lages of from orty O 200 OL IMOLC inhabitants. Their WIKEWAM
bark houses D placed ar random and NOLT set up according o anYyspecific plan Most villages CLC NCAaLr tftreams OL C1Vvers that they

62



would have fresh wafier for drinking and bathing. KRivers CC also
important for traveling Dy dugout and SOULICEC for fish

The ena Cr horticulturists. They cultivated everal of
COLTM (maize 9 beans and squash which served N taples in their diet.
Different of gourds GE and served as bottles, dippers
and rattlies. Sunflower seeds OE eaten 2A5 such OL ressed fOo
FAC sunftflower oil Sacred tobacco WAds$s W Dy the holy mmen for
ceremonial SCS,.

The holes in the ground for planting v w made Dy of
wooden and one ibbles o0€es consisted of shoulder-blade bones of
elk and deer attached fOo long wooden andles. 0€S ith STCONE heads
CeCIC also used, probably fo rea u the ground

It Was the men's job fOo clear the and of Cees and undergrowth.
nce this Was accomplished, the took OVCTL, sometimes 4A5
sisted DY children and older INCN,. Planting and harvesting BG CEIC.-
monial OCCas1lons for thanking the Creator for Hıs g1 of the ManYy
plan LOOds, including the gathere wild berries, nuts, edible FOOTS
and wild-growing plants.

Hunting Was the men!'s Job Hunters would LOATNN the orests long
distances from home In search of deer, elk and bear. The meat from
these animals Drovided needed Droteıin and the hides make cloth-
ing It Was VCLY hard ork and the InNnenNn eI«c often forced CO remaın
AaWaY tor long DErIOods of tiıme. nce anımal had been killed, It
had CO be carried home, usually the hunter's back arge anımals
ike elk eICc Cut UD and S OI hung in rees until additional
trıps could be made CO LLaANSpOCT them home. ere possible, killed
animals CIe also dragged Co C1vers for loading ONTO dugout Cano6es,.

OWS and arCOWS CIC the C1Imary hunting tools with the
Occasional USCcC of SDCATLS, Ärrow and heads .n made of sStone
OL antler DOoInNts. Bolos and blow SunNns with darts CTE used fOo shoot
squirrels and other Sma Samcd, ın addition CO birds, eIc also
caught in Varlous of SNaLcs and CCapS. Turkey, quail and
rety of duck speclies CGFO popular foods Their feathers served as
ceremonia! fans and for decoration. Their bones eICc fashioned nto
beads for necklaces and earrings.

An important SOULCC for protein Was the endless supply of fish
found in the streams, [1vers and lakes Different ypes of WEILCS E
constructed CO trap fish, e would then be peared and scooped
u In large Scoop-shaped baskets. Since ManYy Lenape lived NCAaLtl the
Atlantic Ocean, lEs large supply of shell fish and SCH foods could be
gathered easily o be dried ın the SUunNn before transporting them
home. Some of the larger dugout Canocs DE seaworthy and SLOUDSof Indians aALIc said CO have SOoNC after whales, sharks and other large
SCHZ Creatures., ast but NnOt the least, all of turtles eIcCc
caught and processed nto WS,. The shells of the DOX and snappingturtles also ere fashioned into ceremonial rattles.
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Lenape villages remained at their locations for U fO be-
fore depletion forced IMOVC and HN  = ftields had be opened upD DY
the men and NC bark-covered wikewams had CO be built Since the
only of transportation W3as the dugout OL walking,
NOCS eI«cC used for long distances CO visıt other ndians OL the ns-

DOrt of trade g00ds Trails, often wider than Man, pointed in
CLY direction. Some had been made DYy deer and elk Indians, hen
traveling, moved in single file Many of OUL roads to-day follow old
Indian trails known to the ndians hen the European settlers arrived.

The dog Was the only domesticated animal. However, ManYy other
animals and birds GEG captured and kept 2A5 DETS, including
and bear cubs, especially for children It Was CommoOon belief that

pet dog would sacritfice itself to Drotect child Animals and birds
often played important Dart in religious stories and ceremonıies.

The wikewam OTL Indian house varied iın S1Zze from the one-family
house twelve feet Dy perhaps twenty feet), toO the multi-Lamily
house measurıng twenty feet ide DYy perhaps SIXty feet OL MOLC,.

All of the old houses eIic dome-shaped OLr loaf-shaped and they
eIc constructed of bent-over saplings covered ith elm, chestnut
and other of bark Single-family houses had smoke hole in
the roof and Oone entran the "larger, multi-Lamily houses had SCV -

eral smoke oles accommodate the fires of everal families. ıre
DItS dug nto the Center of the floor and also under the other smoke
holes, eIc used for cooking during bad weather. They also BaVC off
heat and light

Benches about eighteen inches high and maybe thirty-six OLr MOLC
inches ide GE6E built around the walls of the inter10r öf the wike-
Wa and eIc used as places sıt during the day. The under-
neath OF used for StOrage,. Mats and sacks tilled ith were
used A mattresses. Bear, elk and deer furs Drovide the bed COVETLS:.

ser1es of horizontal poles, attached to _ the sapling frame the
inside, allowed persona|l DOSSESSIONS, drying {[00d, and WCaDONS CO be
hung upD within the wikeman. During good weather, ife W3as lived OUuUt-
doors. The Indian house served mostly 2A5 place fOor sleeping and
helter In wıinter it W3as insulated tor added protection ith
corn-stalk mMats. Corn husk mats eIec used the floor

Varıous of STCWS and 6Fr prepared in arge, clay DOCS
and eIc the prevailing practice for food preparation. roiling and
roasting GFE used to PFrOCCSS meat and fish Corn Was prepared in
ManYy WaYyS and COrN rea and COrn cakes eICc consumed in large
quantities. The maın beverage Was but ditfferent of teas
were known. uts and berries eIic used fo flavor food arge and
small mortars and pestles, made of WwOood OL stone, eite used tO
ull the COLTI, huts, EtC:., and CVCN dried MEATS.,

During WaLr OL battle, the bows and arcLfoWwWwsSs and SPCAaTS eICcC used
25 WCaDONS for distant Lfighting. War clubs made of hard wood twen-
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CYy CO twenty-Cwo inches long ith large ball-shaped protrusion al
ON end, eIic used ın hand-to-hand combat, Knives made of STONeE
and bone CI also used. Armament made of e hide OL bark Was
used in Wal, especially for the making of shields. Wars and the need
CO combat PE Laic,. Because there GE few people and
much land, there PEr few OCCAaslons for getting nto ONC another's
WaY But hen fighting Was NECCCSSALY, it Was man's job

Medicine men and eCcIie skilled in curing ManYy MIinNOr I
nNnesSC>S and wounds DYy of Varıous herb and bark concoctions
and ith FOOfS made nto medicines. The Lenape believed also that
VarlOous chants and shouts could sickness away. Eagle tail-feath-
er fans and fans made from the tails and Wings of others IC ere
used W aWaY evil and fo spread the sacred smoke. FOr snake-
bite, sucking tubes made of bone CeCIC used fo draw Out the Oom.
Lenape also believed In scratching the body in specific WaYyS ın order
tO CULEC Latigue and help alleviate circulation problems.

The Lenape CL VELY religious people. They relied HE-
the Creator, and ManYy lesser SpiC1ts, OL MANITU Great

emphasis Was gıven tfOo the interpretation of dreams and V1IS10NS and
S1gNSs in nature. An evil.spirit called Was always around
CO StIL UD trouble. hen V1S10ONS OFE received during dream, A

special chant Was created CO be SUNS in the CH OLr Big
House, the Indian church. erfe the people would chant their DECLSON-
] chants, accompanyıng themselves by shaking box turtle rattle
with pebbles inside. the chants CL then repeated Dy the holy mmen
CO the accompanıment of special drum beaters who beat the sacred,
folded deer-hide drums. uch MOLC should be told concerning such
ceremonıtes, but time will not permit this NOW,

Lenape believed the land, forests, F1Vvers, Streams, lakes, SUun, [NOOMN
and SCArSs existed fOo all creatfures and could NnOt be owned by
aNyOoNC. The Lenape believed that DYy living ın accord ith natfure
oN«c would AaSSUIC the g0o0d ife for onesel{f and for ne's children. In
short, the Dre-Contact Lenape lived iıfe peacefully a integral part
of their natural envıronment.

The Lenape CIC veLY clean and DULC people. eCLe taken
daily ın nearby freams and lakes C1vers. They also practiced the
Custom of taking Stream baths fOo keep in go0od health., Hunters took

CAare fOo DICDAIC themselves ith baths before eaving for the
hunt in order CO ash aWaYy all human scen that animals would
NnOt detect them and flee before the hunter could take his shot.,
dweet-smelling Was used DYy a well as Inec fo g1ve
themselves pleasant odor Both practiced tatooing. Varıous
designs, as well 2A5 animals, birds and snakes, etC eIc put the
Tace, chest, aLINS and legs.

ere 1S evidence that Lenape knew how to make Lype
of CIO' from Indian hemp The inen made fish nets. There
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Was also special close netting 1C Wäas used as the foundation
for the and cloaks made from turkey feathers But soft-tanned
deer and elk hides CC the DLIIMAaLYy materials used for making
CIO  ing

In arim weather mmen and DOYyS OIc only belt around the Wals
and buckskin breech cloth hanging down front and back Around
home ent barefooted Soft deer and elk MOCCaSınNS, ith
COp SCamMmsS, OCr orn tor longer wa During wıiıntfer for
warmth INOCCAasSıns tanned ith the fur eIec orn ith the fur
the inside hen the weather became cold deer buckskin leggings
that extended from the COPS fo the belt CL oLnNn DYy inecn
and robes made of bear fUr, deer fur and sometımes beaver hides
SCWN together, eIfe wrapped around the Dody tO Keep arim
Men also always OLIc medicine ouches around their necks which
contained special charms and sometimes clay DIDC

man' &  5 hair Was Nowed CO SLOW full length at the back and eft
side. The rig side Was kept short that it would NOLT get tangled
UD ith bow SECINEgS In WAar time, both sides of the head D M
shaved and the COop Dart Cut short fo stand u straight forming
roach. Red dyed deer tail hair and eagle feathers CL used to dec-
Orate this roach hair style.

Varıous of necklaces WeIC orn and eIte made of bear and
eagle claws and VaLlılOus of animal teeth Earrings, arl  3 and leg
an completed this COstume. On special OCCaSıoNS, such 2A5 religious
meetings, elaborate regalia decorated with dyed quills and
deer and elk hair GE used

In aEmM weather and girls OIec only short WIaD around-
skirt that usually opened the right side and Was made of LCC:-
tangular shaped of buckskin. ese skirts CIC tucked under
belt o hold them UD Nothing Was orn the body Women
and girls also ent barefooted Aat home. hen the weather became
cold, IMOCCAasS1INS and short leggings Teaching Just below the knee
GTE and IT 15 probable that deer skin yoke Was also orn

warmth
fOo shield the body Fur robes ike the DaVC additional

Women usually let their hair SLOW full--length, drawing it back nto
DONY tail tied with bucksKin ribbon thong For dress-up

fancy bone-combs and slate hair-bows OTD OLT
For special events, the WOMCN, LOO, ported fancy outfits rimmed

ith eer and elk hair and quills. Earrings and necklaces,
made of VarılOuUs natural materials, completed also the S COS-
umes,.

By stature, the Lenape people WELIC, the aVCLaQC, tall and of
tan-colored complexions, All had S OL dark brown hair and CYCS.
But both, the inen and WOMCN, used several of red staıns and
DaInNts color their bodies These Staıns and Paints 6L usually
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mixed ith bear SLCaSC which, during the SUMMECTL, helped keep [NOS-
quıtoes aWAY and in the winter provided PXTFAa insulation agaıinst the
cold And hen the European settlers Sa them thusly adorned, theytook CO calling them redskins, Name still used for the Ämerican
Indian today It 1S Name the Indian people greatiy resent.

Probabily the first Europeans CO Lenape terrıtory GE the Flo-
rentine navigator, GIOVANI VERRAZANO and his CICW, COommıIıs-
sioned Dy FranGe, and sailing in 1524 The next fo have been in COoON-
taCct ith the Lenape, as early 45 1598, ALC believed fOo have been
enrYy Hudson, Englishman, and his CICW who sailed- his ship, the
Halt Moon, September 39 1609 nto hat 15 NO New York Bayand the lower Hudson River. Hudson, COO, Was sailing under the
Dutch flag In 1614 Dutch trading COMDaNY established trading
DOSt Manhattan Island The settlement of New Amsterdam Was
started DYy the utc in 1624 In 1638 Swedes and Finns established

settlement called New Sweden the lower Delaware River.
One of the maın Casons for these settlements Was the

for lucrative fur trade ın beaver and er hides The Europeanscould make huge profits Dy g1ving the Indians trifles, eads, needles,
SC1ISSOTS, meta tools, COaISC CIO etfc,. but also liquor) ın
exchange tfor hides That the Lenape Indians T fascinated ith
the Europeans' super10r technology, their tools and knowledge, and
ogreatly sought after these iıtems Was certainly true. Both sides eIc
therefore initially happy and satisifted ith the trading rrangement.
But the situation Was SOM CO change. The Lenape, wanting the iıtems
offered in trade, began tfo hunt and tCap ın their terrıtory ith such
ruthless disregard for their natural balance, that the numbers of anı-
mals killed SOoN exceeded their reproductive cCapacıty. Trade became

question of supply and demand marked by oreed both sides. The
Lenape, of COUILSC, CIC hurt the MOSETt. Their territory became bar-
ren of the aniımal LESOULCES needed But they could NOLT dare respass
nto the territories of their powertul Indian Ne1ighbors without -  Lsorting fo warfare.

The utCc the English and the Swedes 2Ce such limitation.
They turned fo the IrOquois, Susquehanna and Mahicans for trade.
The Iroquois controlled much of the terrıtory in pper New York K
well as In Pennsylvania. The war-llike Susquehanna their
est in Pennsylvania, as they searched for hides tOo trade, had
difficulty in Over-powering the neighboring small tribes 2a5 far south
as the Chesapeake Bay and beyond. The Lenape, small ın number
and scattered OVEL large arca, OFE match for either the Iro-
qUOIS OL the Susquehanna.
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The yCalL 1664 marks VELY important political change also for
the Lenapehocking. In 1664, the English defeated the Dutch and took
OVEeELr their former colonial territories. The utc Swedes, and Finns
who had traded ith the ndians under SCeDaACate agreements eCIC
NO subject fo the English Crown: and the Lenape, OL Delaware In-
dians, as the English called them, living within this English Empire,
found that their former treaties ith the Dutch and Swedes CSCIC
longer valid That all these changes DF confusing tO the Lenape 1S
understandable Tensions between Europeans and ndians had begun CO
27r1se already while the Dutch GE still in control of the Delawares'
and Massacres resulted and in combination ith the spread of epl-
demics uickly and drastically reduced the S1ZE of the nhatıve Indian
populations ith English control of these terrıtorles, there began al-

the intense effort CO buy, f should SaYy CO acquire through barter,
the Delaware Indians' and By 1710 MOST of it Was already 2CCOUNETL-
ed for in ee owned by Europeans Kings. By 1681, Charles I, had
already also ranted William enn large parcels OT and In Pennsyl-
vanıa ASs well as portions of Southern New Jersey Penn, being
Quaker, did ECYy fo the Delaware living in his terrıtory fairly.
But ith his death in 1718 his SONS took VL and maJor changescurred. Beaver and similar fur products GE by then longer in
SUuCc,. The Indians, consequently, eIc offered less for these hides
On the other hand, the demand for deer skins fto make clothing, both
in Ämerica and Europe, had increased greatiy The Indians, SC-
quently, turned hunting deer and elk

The early sixteen hundreds CTCe also hen the ndians began
CO leave New Jersey terrıtory in order tOo settle ın Pennsylvania.
This migration Dattern accelerated as it became IMNOLIC difficult for
the indigenous population CO supply their OW needs from the forest.
In addition, hostility between the Europeans and the Indians, resent-
ful of longer Oowing their land, also began CO increase.

By the 1740's MOst of the Delaware had moved CO Pennsylvania,
eaving only few undred in New Jersey. mong those who had
stayed behind, SoOM«eC successfully turned CO English-type farming. But
since Indian men traditionally looked down Larming as "women!'s
work", the maJorıty of the Indian population did NOt make the tran-
sıtion and became desperately DOOLC It Was this vVCLY sad sıtuatiıon
1C the visiting missionaries tried CO alleviate. The Quakers had
actively sought o Christianize the Delaware In New Jersey alreadyearlier. But it Was tO be eit CO the Presbyterians there and to the
Moravians in Pennsylvania eventually ‘ to achieve the greater SUCCCSS,
although at times, their fforts also met resistance.

Maving earned of the plight of the Indians remaıining ın New Jer-
SCY y Prebyterian clergymen in New York and New Jersey OFE 1Nn-
strumental in effecting the establishment of “dociety for Propaga-
ting Christian Knowledge" in Scotland whose objective it became CO
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CONvert ndians Christianity in order O ift them: out of their
prover and mMISeTY. The Presbyterian M1SSIONATY, David Brainerd,
who had been tryıng fo spread his MCSSASC the Delaware and
Munsee the Delaware ith little SUCCCSS, in 1’7745 redirect-
ed his efforts fOo tryıng help and CONVert the Delaware ndians
still remainıng in New Jersey, probably about 400 scattered through-
Out ast and West Jersey. Brainerd established his first miss1ioN 2f
location called Crosswicks DYy the English and Crossweeksung by the
Delaware located In Northern Burlington County in West Jersey). It
Was NOLT long before CWeENTY Indian families had built their wigewams
there By 1746 the Delaware population AF crosswicks numbered 130
The and available W3aSs insutfficient for ManYy people Ne loca-
tion Was found about ifteen miles CO the north, in Middlesex Ooun-
CYy, NCal the ftown of Cranbury, and WAas named Bethel avı Cral-
nerd, sickly Man, died of lung disease in 1’7477 at the AZC of
28, and his brother John, also Presbyterian minıster, took his place
4L Bethel Concurrently, the Quakers eI«c giving help CO the Indians
ın New Jersey Dy of their organızatıon called the ew Jer-
SCY Association for Helping the ndian  „ This Assoc1ı1ation also gave
John Brainerd - some financial assıstance while at the Same time
looking for large of and suitable 45 permanent homeland
where the Delaware in New Jersey could live iın aACC. This Quaker
sponsored reservation, however, Was established.

The Christian Delaware lived peacefully at Bethel until the tıme
of the French and Indian War Then other Delaware, former residents
of New Jersey who felt that they had been heated in and ransac-
tions, egan O attack White armers in Pennsylvania and Northern
New Jersey with the Support of the French. For the ndians AL Be-
thel it mean that SOMINC White neighbors egan CO regard all Indians
a5 enemıiles and egan CO harrass them. nce agailn, John Brainerd,
by NO their eader, ace: the task of tryıng find Nne place
settle his Christian ndians

The English eIc of the mistreatment ndians had exXper1-
enced in DCreVIOUS times and knew why they eICcC ate In 1756 the
Provincial Government of New Jersey ecided to ddress the problem

meeting Was called and Delaware ndians from both the North -and
the South sent delegations foO hear hat the Provincial government
intended DLIODOSC

second meeting Was held In 1758, this tıme also ith Delaware
representatives from New Jersey and ith Teedeyuscung from enn-
sylvania, by then called the 'King of the Delaware". Already during
the first meeting, the colonial government agreed appropriate

to settle Delaware and Munsee claims north of the Raritan
Mver. Additional SUMS 616 furthermore earmarked for the aCQquIls1-
tion of 3044 ACIC ın Burlington County, New Jersey fo be
used as reservatıon for those ndians living south of this Cver. The
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Christian ndians at Bethel GIC transferred there 1759 The ess
than 1OO New Jersey Delaware M them CIC also mostly Chri-
stian The of the New Jersey ndians did NnOt MOVC fO this
Fe.  10N, called Brotherton, for fear they could be INOLC easily
killed Dy Whites if gathere ONC location.

For the Christian Delaware who had ettled the reservatıon, all
did NOTt g well either Their and turned Out be only marginally
pDroductive and they 5E harrassed Dy neighboring colonists who
allowed cattle fOo the Indians ardens and Cut down

reservatıon
In 1801 the Freservatıon S inhabitants petitioned the government of

the newly created State of New Jersey for DECLMISS1ON sell their
on and and ith the Droceeds, foO IMOVC north order fo
JO1N ith the Stockbridge Indians. The Stoc  ridge, K Mahican In-
dians ormerly from Stockbridge, Massachusettes, had been ranted
DCLIMISSION Dy the Oneida settle Oneida terrıtory at the 0Ca-
tion which became New Stoc  ridge, New York

In 1802 their reservatıon and Was sold fo White settlers As It
turned Out NnOt al ndians had Darticipated the MOVC CO the
Stockbridge location OL, if they had had NnOt remained at Stockbridge
Those who had remained behind OL had returned became NonNne CI-
vatıon Indians scattered around VaLrıoOus locations within the State of
New Jersey The Brotherton Delaware who had joined the IMOVC
tOo Stockbridge, from there eventually moved West ith their hosts
and settled hat has become the State of Wisconsin

We do nOot yet have OUu of the New Jersey Brotherton
ndians who moved north but hope to learn their number OMNCC SUL-
VCY of and allotments AT New Stockbridge has been accomplished
The descendants of those New Jersey Delaware who had remained OL
returned fOo New Jersey, for the MOST part still 1Vve there and
cording CO the 1980 CECNSUS, represent Dopulation of 740

hat became of the Maın body of the Delaware tribe that had
migrated nNntOo Pennsylvania territory? Most of the New Jersey Dela-
S ettled the Susquehanna Valley terrCıtOrYy controlled Dy the
ITOquois. By 1’7709 tind number of them established at PAX-
TANG the present day ocation of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania capital
During the next they 6i joined there by others MOVINS

from the ALCa NO known a the State of Delaware, OL from 10-
catıons along the Delaware River both New Jersey and Pennsyl-
NIia.

In E the infamous "Walking Purchase" deprived the Delaware of
their and Eastern Pennsylvania. DYy 1742 they, LOO, had moved
settle the Susquehanna under the protection of the Cayuga and
Onaida of the IrOquois Nation. During this historical pDeriod, other
tribes from the east and south CLE also migrating nto Pennsylvanıa

search of the Drotectiıon offered Dy the poverful Iroquois OL the
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Six Natıions, as they FT known, since the Tuscarora from the Car-
olinas had joined ith them. ith the addition of the Delaware and
these other tribes, the number of ndians under LOqUOIS control 1Nn-
creased significantly. This made them MOLC powerful 245 allies of the
English ın the WAar agaınst: the French who erec tryıng CO establish
control OVECL Dortions of this Dart of North America. It should be
mentioned that there CIC also other Delaware who ettled at W yo-
mıng and Shamokin, the present day cıtles of Wilkes-Barre and Sun-
DULCYy (Pennsylvania).

eing under the control of the ITOqUOIS also had shadow side.
eIr loss of independence educed them the status of "women”,
which mean that their right CO spea ın council in their OW behalft
Was curtailed. This Was hard for the Delaware CO aCCept. But they
WETIC, at the least, ONCEC agaın living free of White harrassment
cording O their former WaYy>S by hunting, Lishing, and planting their
gardens. The French and Indian War produced NC tensions and in-
duced SOMINC of the Delaware, together ith their Indian allies CO
evade the contlict by movıng urther West and ultimately beyond
Pennsylvania nto the Ohio River Valley ere they allied ith the
French and hawnee ndians under the leadership of Shingas. eedy-
uskung, ‘King of the Delaware", who had remained the SUuSque-
hanna but still enjoyed influence in New Jersey, his birth place, al-
though, as Iready mentioned, he cooperated ith the Provincial
Government of New Jersey in 1758 iın the search for between
the Whites and the ndians At ONec Domnt, C Teedyuskung joined
Shingas in alliance ith the French agaınst the English. DYy a-
tacking armers and killing Man Yy White families, both eaders
had ONCEC agaın become r  men  N who had taken off the skirts DUut
them DYy the IrOquoiSs ın order CO reclaim their independence and fOo
bring together the Delaware Nation. Pennsylvania and New Jersey
responded Dy branding 11 Delaware under their leadership 245 enemies.
pecial certificates eIc iSsued CO the Delaware who had remained
In New Jersey ın contirmation of their peaceful natfure. They eIc
issued red ibbons be OLn around their ea fo distinguish them
from ostile ndians and GL forbidden CO leave New Jersey tOo Jomm
their brethren ın Pennsylvania, MOST of hom Just then ere in the
DLIOCECSS of movıng Out of Pennsylvania for locations urther West OL,
25 in the Casec of the Munsee who had remained allies of the English,
north nto FOquUOIS terrıtory and beyond fOo Canada where MOST
eventually settled.

The bulk of the Delaware Nation concentrated in eastern Ohio
where Coshocton became its capital. Although it WasSs hoped DCL-
anent homeland had been Lound, involvement in the Pontiac War of
1765 placed the Delaware, who fought ith Pontiac, the losing
side. And hen the Revolutionary War began, the Delaware natıon -
forced to submit tO the English at first tried remaın neutral,
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but finally split nto two hostile mM ith Captain Montour's COMM-

DanYy of ndians Lighting for the Americans. Documents still exXISt
showing the tıme otf ervice and the DaYy received by each Delaware
member of this Lighting unıt.

The Tirst treaty, concluded ın 1776 ith the Delaware Nation Dy
the newly formed United States, promised make the Delaware
Nation the I4th of the Union and CO assıgn fo them Ohio Aa
their territory. The likelihood that this pledge would CVCI be ultill-
ed quickly disappeared in Dart because MOST f the Delaware had
joined the opposing English side, responding that faction's greater
ability supply gunsS, pDowder and ManYy other supplies which the
DOOTL Americans lacked.

The Moravians and their Indian CONVETTS overwhelmingly remained
loyal the United States. Having ettled In Pennsylvanıa CO teach
the Gospel, these Protestants from Germany, ın 1’/41, had purchased
Creek and established settlement called Bethlehem TOom there50O at the Junction of the Lehigh Rıver and the MOonocacy

they sought foO bring Christianity CO the Delaware and other Indian
tribes and CO Convert them tOo the kuropean WaYyS. Between 1745
1746 FRIE  UTTEN (Huts of Peace) 1747 and GNADENHUT-
TEN (Peace Huts) 2A5 well 2A5 NAIN eICcC ounded 2A5 Indian villages
in which the Moravıan CONve CIC ettled

The King of the Delaware, Teedyuskung, became Moravian CON-
vert together ith his family and several other Delaware. In 1754
Teedyuskung and Mahican Indian named MARNALATASECUNG the
first Convert made by the Moravılıans In America), together ith
about sixty-five other ndians eft Gnadenhütten to resettle qa W yo-
ming, Pennsylvania. The French and Indian War Was then ın g
and everal other Algonauin speaking SLOUDS of ndians had also COM«Eec
CO 1ve ın such Indian settlements for mutual Drotection. Nonetheless,
Gnadenhütten Was attacked and, including the Moravian hurch, Was

destroyed Dy non-converted ndians everal Indian village inhabitants
and White Moravians eIc illed, M them the two converted
former New Jersey ndians Samuel Moore and Tobias The Tobias
NnName 15 still last Nan M the Moravıantown ndians living in
Canada oday

As for the Moravıan missionNarTIES, they remained faithful the
Delaware they sought to SCIVC, moving West ith them as they mM1-
grated. The Reverend avl Zeisberger Was the MOST important. He
took iIt upOoN\N imsel£ tfo become proficient ın everal Indian dialects

that he would be able preach in the idiom of his audience.
In KFF Zeisberger Was joined by John Heckewelder a Frieden-

stadt. Friedenhütten and another village, Sheshequin, had been aban-
one and Its then 200 MOLC Indian residents moved CO Frieden-
stadt. David Zeisberger stayed ith the Delaware ndians also durin
their trek to Ohio where he ounded Schönbrunn (Beautiful Jurın  pring
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necalf the present-day New Philadelphia tO 2A5 their Ne home.
maJor segment of the Delaware Natıon lived by they in Ohio along

the Tuscarawas Rıver. The ndians held Zeisberger in grea esteem
and cConversions fOo Christianity occurred almost daily Zeisberger Was

ultimately SCVEON adopted nto the Munse tribe and became member
of Its council. An Ohio settlement called Gnadenhütten Was founded
ın commemorTation of its Pennsylvania namesake. The m1ss1ion town
of Lichtenau Meadow of Light), W3as established NeCcal the Delaware
Nation's capital of Coshocton, Ohio where much Delaware Indian
history remaıns preserved this day 17786 marked the yYCalL of the
founding of yet another Moravıan communıty which called alem
It Was clear that the earlier Presbyterian influence had by the 1770°S
been displaced by the Moravlans 2A5 the prıme MOVEOLS in {forts
promote Christianity MONS the ndians

But the trials and tribulations GLE by OVECL even fOor
these peaceful ndians During the Revolutionary: War, the Moravıan
mM1SS10NarYy Heckewelder, uDON\N hearing of planned attack Pitts-
burgh by pro-English Delaware, felt compelled arn his American

Lving r1se the punitıve expedition Dy Amer ı-compatrıiots, thuSs >
Can LLOOPDS, which burne the Delaware capital of Coshocton the
ground. ven though MOSt of the Christian Delaware had remained
either neutral OL Dro-American, their OWNS, New Gnadenhütten, Sa-
lem, and Schönbrunn also GE destroyed DYy ÄAmerıcan forces ın 1782

laughtered. Although Gnadenhütten andand Many of the OCCUPaAaNTS
much trouble continued plague theSchönbrunn GrEe rebuilt,

United States and, ın 17792, David Zeisberger resolved ead his 150
Indian CoNver nto Canada for resettlement at the newly ounded
town of Schönfeldt (Fairfield) the Thames Rıver ın the Provınce
of Ontario.

During the War of 1812 everal mid western Indian tribes sided
ith the English daıinst the Americans. nce agaln, Amerıcan LCOOPS
aunched retaliatory expedition, this tım marching north nto Can-
ada Following their ViCtorYy in the Battle of the Thames, the de-
troyed Fairfield (also called Moraviantown). Iwo later it Was
refounded the opposiıte shore of the Thames Rıver DYy returnıng
Indian Moravıan refugees. The maın body of the Delaware tribe COoN-

tinued to settle along the Tuscarawas Rıver in Ohio
treaty signed in 19778, had made the Delaware Alies of the

United States, but had also placed them in the rather difficult S1itu-
atıon of having become enemıeS of the IrOquOI1S and other ndians

Thus hen the Americans provedwho 6L allied ith the Englis
unable to supply the Delaware ith their needs, they chose tOo switch
sides and ın doing invited MmMAassSaCcIecS Dy the revolutionary Amer ı-
Cans.

The of Christian ndians by Ameriıcans represents turn-

ing pomint in American-Indian relations. David Zeisberger, 245 already
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mentioned, having eft the Tuscarawas Valley ith most of his CON-
VEeLrts In LCSDONSC, resettled them in Canada The other Moravian
OWNS established in the Ohio reglon, under these conditions could
a1so NOt SULCV1VE, and the terrıtory of the Delaware and the other
tribes ostile CO the American Causc, became the State of Ohio
within the New American Nation fo which the ndians could lay
claims.

The upshot WaS$ that the He aV of White settlers entering for-
InNEeL Indian terrıtory, agaın created tensions and led CO ostile aC-
tions in the Ohio frontier reg10n. The United States, O Drotect 1ts
cıtizens, launched expeditions agalnst the Indians, ONC in 1759 and
second In 1/91 (It mig interest SOMNNC of yYOU that ONC ot NM Y
CESTOTS, Thomas eAaVYa Darticipated In the War of 1791 under Gen_—‘eral St Clair.)

General Anthony ayne Dut down the UDrising by defeating the In-
dians at the Battle of Fallen Timbers and in accordance ith the
stipulation of the Treaty of Greenville, Ohio, signed In 1795 between
General Anthony ayne and the defeated Indians, the latter agreed
tfo INOVC urther est nto terrıtory ocated between the uyahoga
and the Mississippi C1Vers. Since this and Was NOt owned by the In-
dians in fee simple, they thus became de facto wards of the United
States who could sell their and only CO the government. The COM-

plex and ditficult sıtuations, arısıng for the Delaware and other Indian
tribes 2A5 CONSCUYUCNCC, have efift questions NnOt yet answered fOo this
day. To Z1ve but OÖONC example, the aCTt passed by Congress in 1’790,
which Was intended O Drotect Indian land, States that and OÖOCCU-

pied Dy ndians INaYy be sold without Congressional authorization and
thus still mandates negotiations between the government and least
SOMINC Indian tribes SCVCN NOW,

The Treaty of Greenville, described the Indian an 245 ocated ın
western Ohio and Indiana, g1VIng MSsSeEe tOo the belief that that ALCa Was

be Dpermanent omelan for the Indians, and number of Delaware
began fo settle along the White River in ndiana. Moravian M1sSs10ON-
arles, continuing their Conversion eifforts, DYy then faced increasıng
resistance. The belief had spread m Indians that Conversion fOo
Christianity Was but LUSC weaken them that the Whites could
OVECLDOWCL them Whiskey also OMNCEC agaın became problem hen
AÄAmerican traders began sell their evil 11quid the ndians

The administration of President Jefifferson sought fOo eflect the
mounting exerted by White settlers hungry for Indian and
DYy promoting policy which aimed bring Whites and ndians nto
Deacefu cCoexX1istence Dy of integated Larming But by then
the ndians wanted Dart of such approac and Jefferson deter-
mined that the ndians would NC agaın have IMOVC and make
WaYy for White settlers, this tıme est beyond the Mississippi Rıver.

The Indian chief Tecumseh tried foO resist the tide of White influx



nto Indian terrıtory. He united Varıl0ous Indian tribes and his brother,
known N "the Prophet”", obtained gunS, powder, and other supplies,
from the English In Canada But Indian resistance proved match
for the well organized American force under General Harrıson and
collapsed at the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811. Tecumseh and his
brother, the Prophet, B forced CO flee Canada. The Delaware
Indians, having remained neutral during the Wal, received American
SuppOrt for their people. Dut ith the ar of the War of 1812
(June 18th) between the United States and England, Wal declared
by the United States, the sıtuation ONCC agaın became difficult
Many of the mid-western Indian tribes became allies of England The
pro-American Del aALic SE therefore evacuated for their OW DLO-
tection CO the Piq Agency, until the American Victory and the kill-
ing of Tecumseh the Battle of the Thames in Ontario, Cäanada, in
1813, made possibl their retfurn tOo the White Yıver ARB A M

ith the administration of President James Monroe er10us fforts
OT C initiated fO implement the Act of 1804 and MOVC all In-
dians est of the Miss1ss1ppi Rıver. The stipulations of the Ireaty
of St Mary 1818) provided that the Delaware Gc g1ve up al]
and in Indiana and tOo MOVEC A4CLOS5S5 the MIiSsS1SS1pp1 fOor resettlement
there The grea trek Out of ndians Was implemented in 1820. The
Delaware Nation moved ACL[OSS the r  1g River" nto llinois and CVECN-

tually ONTO and set aside for them in southern Missouri in 1822.
eir eight ıIn Missourı Was tıme hen they faced conflicts
ith such other Indian tribes 2A5 the sage who already occupied and
there and resented NC intruders, but also ith their former friends,
the Miamlı. But it Was also tiıme spen in fforts get the Many
Delaware splinter SEOUDS reJomin the maın body One such ZFOUD,
however, which had ettled in Cape Girardeau, Missourl, ecided NnOt

Jo1i but migrate still urther WESt. It Came to be known as the
Absentee Delaware.

Since the and in MissourIi turned Out tOo be of lesser quality than
the and the Delaware had eit behind ın Indiana, they egan teel
that they had been betrayed ONCEC agaın. This DaVC C1SE renewed
dissatisfaction and in 1829 the Ireaty of Council Camp, concluded
between the United States and the Delaware, tried tO ddress this
problem by Droviding 11IC  < land, approximately 1,900,000 aCLCS, ın
twoOo parels, in Kansas Territory. everal small an of Delaware
moved there to reJomn the maın tribe. FOor example, about MEeEMNN-

bers of the Sandusky Band ın Ohio and about P Moravlans from
Canada Came in 18537, but eft the reservatıon agaın in 1859 fo Join
the ippewa, also formely from Canada but ettled in Eranklin
County, Kansas,. The hope fOor permanent homeland which tOo
reunıte the Delaware National could not be realized.

The so-called Absentee Delaware ended UD in Texas while still Dart
of MexicoO. en Texas became SCa ın 1854, they joined eLr-
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vatıon established the DCAazZOSs Kıver for number of maller an
OL tribes. Trom there few of these Absentee Delaware, NO also
known 2A5 Texas Delaware, returned foO Kansas but MOST remained in
Texas for while longer.

In Kansas, meanwhile, the Delaware life-style egan CO change.
Children CI sent fOo school and SOTTNNC of the Indian men tried farm-
ing Their bark Wigewams DBaVC WaY CO log cabins and frame houses;
Moravian influence, strong until then, declined and yielded the
MOLEC aggressive fforts of the Methodists and Baptists who Came tfOo
the reservatıon In search ot CONVETLCTIS. In the end, only small COMN-
servatıve clung tOo the old 1g House" religion, meanıng their
Moravian practice,.

Kansas did NnOt remaın home OT the Delaware Nation. The Kansas-
Nebraska Act of 1854 allowed White settlers who SOOoNMN agaın OVer-
Lanl Indian lands In addition, NCW, pDowerful railroad obbies won
rights tOo lay their tracks ACLOSS Delaware and In the settlement of
the conftlicts which aLOSC, Congress S1 against Delaware interests.

ewWw territory Was set aside for ndians in hat 1S 110 the State
of ahnoma everal southeastern tribes had already moved there,
including the Cherokee Natıon, and joined tribes natıve the terrı-
COLY. According NC plan 110 devised, the Delaware eIc toO
sell their Kansas reservatıon and with the Droceeds fO buy and from
the Cherokee in Oklahoma in order ith them nto ONC
natıon. The and Drice Was toO be $1.00 DECI A, The Treaty of 1866
ftorced implementation of this plan, and In 1867 agreement be-

the Delaware and the Cherokee granted the Delaware Chero-
kee citizenship and equal rights in the erokee Nation. For the
Delaware it would certainly have ben solution of their perennial
problem. er all the INanYy made to their heritage,
they CeCIC NO expecte: to g1ve up their OW identity and become
Dart of another Indian Natıon LOL, officially, the Cherokee and the
Federal Government regarde them 2a5 Cherokee. Delaware pride and

of self-identity did NOt allow this. They continued fo insıst
upon maintainıng their separate tribal Business Commitee and fought
fo keep their wn language, religion, and culture alive. The Delaware
Indian Business Committee continues CO be actıve this day Indeed
the Delaware ALIC experlencing Strong LESUTSCENCC of interest in
Delaware culture M at least SOINC ot Its natıon.

As to the Delaware vwho remained In Kansas, they became United
States cıtızens in order to be allowe SCay. The United States gOV-
ernment promoted this development by allotting each NCW American
Indian citızen 80 DCI adult and child in exchange for the
renunciation of the rig membership in the Delaware Nation. In
1901 al ndians living in ahoma, the former Indian Territory,
excepting the sage, also became cıtızens of the United States but
PTE also allowed fOo keep SOMMC of the and allotted tOr Indian uUSC,.
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Descendants of the first Absentee Delaware who had chosen fo -
maın in Texas Can still be found there. The others, who had moved

western Oklahoma, aIfe still there and live NeCAaL Anadarko,. They
ALC NO  = known 2A5 the Delaware ÜE of Western Oklahoma The
long, sad, multi-directional Journey of the Delaware M has en
The fforts gather the Delaware Natıon did nOt succeed. Dut 245

people, the Delaware remaın StroNg and vital.

111

Where AafIc the Delaware OL Indians living oday 1986)? The ollow-
ing, general SUMMAaLYy 15 DOSSI

I The maın body of the Delaware Nation NO 15 located in
northeastern anoma where it 1S governed Dy Its OW Busi-
ness Commitee with offices ın Barthlesville, Oklahoma
S_ AT The Delaware Tribe of western Oklahoma also has its OW
Business Comittee, and in addition, lected chieft Its offices
aIfec at Anadarko, Oklahoma

The Moravian Munsee, who, ın 1011, GE still led DYy their
Moravıan DaStOr, the Reverend Joseph Romig, remaın in the
afca of ippewa Hills est of the CIty of Ottawa in Franklin
County, Kansas, where other descendants of the Delaware In-
dians who opted for United States citizenship Can also be
found Kansas has Delaware-Munsee Indian Office ar Pomona,
Kansas.

Some of the Delaware who worked ith the White People
as guides OL traders continued their migration westward where
ManYy eventually married OL merged ith the ndians of the
high plains. contingent of Oklahoma Delaware Indians, hav-
ing also moved West, 1S NO ettled in the State of
where it 1S known 25 the Delaware [l of Its tribal
headquarters aIfe at DO1SE,

The Delaware ndians who had COM«C from New Jersey and
the Munsee ndians from Canada merged ith the Stockbridge
C They afc NO known 2A5 the Stockbridge-Munsee Tribe
and live the Stockbridge-Munsee reservatıon. neaL_t Bowler,
Wisconsin.

The Delaware ndians who remained in New Jersey after
the Brotherton Indians eft ın 1802 ALC still in New Jersey.
According fo the 1980 Federal Census there afc 740 This
number, however, includes also several Oklahoma and anadıan
Delaware ndians who had moved fO New Jersey af later
date. The New Jersey Indian Office in Orange, New Jersey 15
their headquarters.

ere AICc also Delaware Indian descendants living in the
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State of Delaware and in Pennsylvania where their cultural
eritage 15 actively being preserved DYy the Lenni Lenape H1s-
orical Society at Allentown, Pennsylvania.

The Delaware and Munsee Indians in Canada, collectivelyknown A the Thames Band, 1ve three reservatıons. Their
largest cohesive tribe, band, ALC the Moravians who ALC
descendants of the Indians who CaAH€e fo Canada ith the Rev-
erend David Zeisberger. They 1Ve reservatıon T Both-
well, in ent County, Ontario, Canada Another segment, the
Munsee, live about miles aWaVYV from the Moravıans' eI-
vatıon, D NCaLl the town of Melbourne. The third Component
lives the SiX Nations reservation in Brant and Haldimand
Counties of OÖntario, Canada They aIfe concentrated in the
AfCa of Ohsweken and Hagersville (formely known 4A5 Smith-
town
Although the Delaware and Munsee who e6re compelled O
IMOVEC from their ancestral locations in search of securıty and

better ife en up scattered across the United States and
Canada, they continued fo keep In touch, OL at least seek CO
reestablish ties ith each other. hen October oth and
ıoth, 1987, the Delaware Indian eritage Committee of Dover,
Ohio holds Its planned Delaware Indian Symposium, representa-
tives from MOSst of the SLOUDS mentioned in this presentationwill make effort fo attend. And the tormer village of
New Gnadenhütten al New Philadelphia, Ohio, ocated VeELY
NCarl Dover, has been recreated fO Z1ve wıtness of and stand
2A5 memorial CO the Indians' heritage.

Postsceript
Since iIt belongs In the context of hat has been described here and
15 NOt merely interesting but significant, historically important
even for symbolic as well 25 Ooncreie L[CaSONS, brief SUMMAaLYy of
the celebration that took place in 1986 G Moraviantown, OL New
Fairfield, Canada, justified here as addendum Its historical
Matrıx 1S clear. When, as previously mentioned, the town of Fairfield
Was destroyed by Americans in the War of 1812 (during the Battle
of The Thames in 1813), the Moravian Church then W3as also burned
fo the ground, leaving only the old bell remaıinıng in usuable condi-
tıon. hen the Moravians returned tO their destroyed community ın
I81S5, y OU will ecall, they built New Fairfield the opposite, E
the south side of the Thames River., The Ne  = hurch, erected iın
1827, uscs the old bell, rehung CO symbolize the resolve of the COM-
munity's inhabitants CO LESUME ife 245 before

In 1845,; ith the arrival of NC Moravian leadership ın the DETSON

78



of the Reverend Jesse Vogler, m1ission house Was Duilt for Pastor
Vogler's Lamily and in 1848 NCW, larger church Was built and gıven

NC bell Moravian DaStors continued fo their Indian flock at
New Fairfield until 1902 when, after 160 of ervice M the
Delaware and Munsee people, the Moravian Church discontinued its
m1ıssıon there and the Methodists took OVEOL,. The Methodists, in turn,
DSaVC WaYy CO the United Church of Canada But the Moravian hurch,
historically important, has been preserved and, in 1986 the miıssion
house, built by Pastor Vogler, COO, Was restored and completely FeNn-
ovated. Its re-dedication took place June 2 19856 Chief Richard
nake, member of the Moraviantown Band of Indians, designated
Jasper Hill (Big White Owl]) and his ife Kathleen CO become the
resident OCCUpants of this house and foO 25 1ts JasperHill Was born the Moravian reservatıon in 1901 hen it Was stil]
controlled by Moravians. He 15 very . knowledgeable about Delaware
Indians, their culture and language and thus Z1ves grea Dromise of
assurıng appYy continulty also for this chapter of Moravian-Dela-
aifec history. It 15 observation which fo VELY appropr1i-
ate for ending INY presentation about the Delaware ndians Dast and
present. "Wahneeshe!" (which "Thank you!"')

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

ıne Vorlesung auf dem Sun Inn Indianer-Symposium
Der Verfasser, eın Lenape-Indianer, ist Vorsitzender des New Jersey-
Indianer-Büros in Örange, New Jersey. Der Arikel behandelt E das
Leben der Lenape oder Delawaren (engl. Bezeichnung) VOL der An-
kunft der Europäer, B die eit der ersten Kontakte und die Mis-
sionsbemühungen der Quäker, Prebyterianer und Herrnhuter und gibtanschließend einen Überblick über die gegenwärtige Situation der
Lenape iın den USA und Kanada

Das Land der Lenape oder Delawaren, die ZUrL Sprachgruppe der
Algonkin gehörten, umfaßte das Gebiet des östlichen Pennsylvanien,
New Jersey, den Norden Von Delaware und den südöstlichen Teil des
Staates New York Die In verstreuten Dörfern mıiıt Bewohnern
lebenden Lenape die Schätzungen ihrer Gesamtzahl schwanken ZW1-
schen 11,.000 un 25.000) eine Pflanzer- (Mais, Bohnen, Kürbis)

und Sitten der Delawaren.
und Jägergesellschaft. Der Verfasser schildert ausführlich Lebenswei-

Die ersten europäischen Niederlassungen der Holländer, Schweden
und Engländer dienten zunächst dem Handel mMıiıt den Indianern; seine
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AÄnreize verleiteten die Lenape aber bald einer schonungslosen
Ausbeutung der Jagdgründe ohne Rücksicht auf das natürliche Gleich-
gewicht Zugleich führte die Ausweitung des Handels Konflikten
mıiıt den Nachbarstämmen, in denen die Lenape unterlagen. 1€es
WIE die Expansion der europäischen Siedlungen die Lenape
ZU Verlassen ihrer Heimat. Der Verfasser schildert 1m Lolgendendetailliert die Wanderbewegungen bzw die von der Regierung den
Lenape angewlesenen Reservate oder Homelands. Bis 1740 wanderte
eın großer Teil nach Pennsylvanien und begab sich unter den Schutz
der Irokesen, Was freilich eine Einschränkung ihrer Rechte bedeutete.
Die kriegerischen Auseinandersetzungen miıt den Franzosen ließen S1e
in das Ohio-Tal weiterwandern, hre Hauptstadt Coshocton ent-
stand. Vorübergehend Wart Ohio als US-Staat für die Delawaren
1m espräc Der amerikanische Unabhängigkeitskrieg ieß Zeisberger
miıt einer Gruppe nach Kanada abwandern, S1e die Siedlung Schön-
feldt der Fairfield gründeten. Nach dem Vertrag Von Greenville,
1’795y9 wurde ihnen das Gebiet 1ImM westlichen Ohio und in Indiana
gewlesen. Unter Präsident Jefferson, der einen Befriedungsver-
such unternahm, ollten S1e westlich des Missi1ss1ppi angesiedelt WCIL-
den, doch hatte der Boden eıne schlechte Qualität, daß seinem
Versuch kein rechter Erfolg beschieden S ıne Gruppe wanderte
nach Kanada ab, die sich dem amerikanischen Lebensstil öffnete
1866/67 wurde Oklahoma als Bleibe für die Delawaren, Tscherokesen
und andere Indianer bestimmt. Die Delawaren haben sich miıt Erfolg
einer Vermischung der Stämme widersetzt und ihre .eigene Sprache,Religion, Kultur und Verwaltung bewahren VELSUC t,.

Heute leben die Delawaren oder Lenape In folgenden Staaten der
Regionen: { Der größte Verband esteht In Nordwestoklahoma, von
einem eigenen Geschäftskomitee in Bartlesville geleitet. R Die Len-
aDC von Westoklahoma haben eın eigenes Geschäftskomitee mıt e1-
NC gewählten Häuptling in Anadarko, DIie brüderischen Munsee,
die noch 1911 VON dem brüderischen rediger Joseph omig betreut
wurden, leben In dem Gebiet der Chippewa Hills bei Ottawa/Kansas
mit einem Uro in Pomona. Ein kleiner Teil der Oklahoma-Dela-

findet sich auch ın Idaho miıt Zentrum In Boise. Abkömm-
linge der New Jersey-Delawaren verschmolzen miıt den kanadischen
Munsee und dem Stockbridge-Stamm und leben heute bei Bowler In
Wisconsin. Die in New Jersey ansässıgen Delawaren haben ihren
Sitz In Orange/New Jersey. T Zentrum der ıIn den Staaten Delaware
und Pennsylvanien ebenden achkommen Ist die Lenni Lenape Hi-
storical dociety In Allentown/Pennsylvania. Die Delawaren in Ka-
nada leben in drei Reservaten, deren rößtes das der brüderischen
Gruppe in Bothwell ın ent County/Ontario ıst

Als die ersten Missionare auf die Indianer stießen, befanden sich
diese bereits in einem sozial esehen heruntergekommenen Zustand
der Verarmung, da S1e als äger nicht den Übergang der engli-



schen Farmwirtschait fanden. Unter den Presbyterianern WAarTr David
Brainerd (gest 1747) der bedeutendste, auf dessen Missionsstation
Crosswicks im re 1746 130 Indianer lebten Eın Teil der in enn-
sylvanien ebenden Delawaren schloß sich miıt dem "König der Dela-
waren”, Teedyuskung, der Brüderkirche TIrotz der Zerstörung der
brüderischen Indianersiedlung Gnadenhütten lieben die Brüder den
Indianern Creu. Zeisberger, der mıt ihnen nach Ohio ZO2, geno sol-
ches Ansehen, daß G1 VO  3 Stamm der Munsee adoptiert und ın ihren
Rat aufgenommen wurde. Hr gründete in der Nähe VON Coshocton
die Missionssiedlung Lichtenau, die bis heute ihr Erbe ewahrt hat
Unter ihm wurden auch die Missionsstationen Neu-Gnadenhütten,
Schönbrunn und alem errichtet. egen Ende des 18./Anfang des I
Jahrhunderts zeigten sich die Indianer der christlichen Mission zuneh-
mend ablehnend gegenüber. Die nach Kansas abgewanderte Gruppe
wurde VOTI den agressiveren Methodisten und Baptıisten und
NUuUL wenige lieben der 1g House Religion", der Brüderkirche
freu.

Der Aufsatz schließt miıt einem kurzen Bericht über die Feierlich-
keiten 1986 in New Fairfield (Schönfeldt) oder auch Moravıantown
Kanada. Brüderische rediger en die kleine Indianergemeinde bis
1902 betreut und dann den Methodisten übergeben. 1986 wurde NUun

das alte, VOTl Jesse Vogler erbaute Missionshaus wieder restauriert
und NCUu geweiht. Jasper Hill, der 1901 ıin der Brüdersiedlung geboren
wurde, übernahm das aus als Kurator, das FErbe der brüderi-
schen Delawarengemeinde pflegen.
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James Revey (Lone Bear)


