
Work at the Moravıan Church Theologıca College eya,
Tanzanıa

DYy Andrew VyOomo, eya

TIThe college Wa foundet ın 1969 In 1984, ar of ıts exıstance wiıll
be celebrated rrangements for that OCcasıon AaA_l’e underway. raduates
of thıs college otaled OVerTL 70 iın 1980 The 11th COoMMenNncCeEeMmMent 28th
November, 1989 ıll COomprise of 10 Moravıans and utherans The door
15 OPDECN to er denomınatıions which AT members of the Christlilan oun-
cıl of Tanzanla

FOr ar the college OCCuplie temporarıly the builldings f the Bible
School ql Chunya., In 1978, the college mOoved IO ıts permanent Camp us
ql wakıbete, eya The Camp usS 15 kıllometers TOM the centire of the
town. An officlal opening of the Nne buildings took place 11th Septem-
ber, 1978 Dr Bintz,representing the Provinclal 0ar of the ont1-
nental Provınce officlally opened the uldings, The Continental Province
raıised almost the ole ota. cost of the bullding's and urniture.

Siınce ıts ounding, indigenous eaCchNers an Ü  6 missionaries
(expatrlates have worked at the college The present STa 15 made
of indigenous eachers and missionarles. The number Of SIiudents has
been increasing tIhrough the car  « The present number 15 Out of
this number , are iNe  . and AT’e The axımum number of
Students the CamMpusSs 1s able tOo old 15

Entrance procedure for STudents

The call STartis TOM the parısh. The character of candiıdate 1S5 critically
analysed DYy the parısh councecıil. His moral lıfe ın general 15 qsSsessed.
andıdate has better chance 1f he/she has been actıve Varlous
activıties iın the parısh namely : Sunday School eacher, leader
of you choir Jeader, parısh worker etic At last, the parısh
couneciıl recCommends chosen candıdates to the Provineclal 0ar

The college sets Entrance Examination of subjects: English,
Swahıili, nowledge an General nowledge , The cenires of thıs
examınation AT the offices of the Provınces and Dioceses. his
examınation 155 usually done ın October The pPapers aTre marked al the
college an the results are ent tOo the respective Proviınces and Dioceses.

The selection of Students needed 15 done DY the Proviınclal 03Ar It
1Ss5 confined tOo ose only wh: Dass the Entrance Examination and Interview
conducte internally DYy each Province. Besıdes passıng the nNnirance
Examination, the following qualifications AaTe needed a) 13 a of
schooling oOrm IV) ıth atılona. Certificate of ducation equivalent

40 5 of age and havıng yone through accepte
School (This last qualification 15 not compulsory )

ÖOÖnce the Provineclal Oar has ade ıts selection, the aäre ent
to the college . The student S1I8NS CONILTrAC iıth his/her church letter



of informatı]ion ou the college 15 ent tO ql] selecte StTudents ql eas
Tee weeks before the opening day Each Ne student produces
medical certificate which testifies his physıca health Wıthout thıs
certificate, admıssl1ion 1S gyranted.
College Curriculum

college eurrıiculum 15 planned for COUT’SE of a  * It 15 divıded
into five departments: 1C2a. eology COI D ogmatics; Pract1-
cal Theology; Church Hıstory and Liıberal rts Speclalization ın
eaching the subjects 15 not emphasıze al present

In 1980, the 03a of Governors of the college approved PFrOggTFäamMmMe
of Internship. hıs Programme started 1ın 1981 for the first tiıme 1n the
history of the college According to this PrOgTFamMmMmMe , 3r d VcCcar STUudents

out IO work into the 1e for months uly ecember) student
15 supervised DY experilenced Dastor . The supervisor and the student
follow the college guldelines for the ole PFrOgTFamMmMe , In ach mon
LWO reports (one TOM the student and the er Oll!'|  D f{rom the super vi1sor)
AT sent to the college Coples of the reports 4Ar ent to the office of
the Provınce /Diocese . Teachers visıt each student 1n his respective
parısh

The 1rs evaluatıon of the PTrOgTFamMmMe took place ın the beginning of
thiıs yvecar (1982) The StTuUudents (NOW ın eır last year WeTe gyıven
Tee hOurs time to 115werTr the questions concerning the Programm
part of the evaluation. In general, they highly recommended the DrO-
TamMmme tO continue. udents an eachers exchanged eır experlences.

number of recommendatıions and advıces TOM the StTuUudents have been
approved by the Oar of Governors. One of the recommendations 15 that,

perliod of 0 months 1n the 1e 15 not enough, it should extend tOo OT}

yYyCar. hıs suggestion 155 to be effectıve iın 1984

An example of A typıcal experience the 1e

1) astifora Counseling
Client: Wa  N very uch ouched DYy VOUr SEeTrT’MON last Sunday. an
yOou fOor that
Student on' deserve your thanks, only Jesus does,. Wäas just Hıs
instrument ın that SEeTMONMN. By the WaYV , lıke IO know yOour NnNname and if
possible yVyOoUr Christian experience.
Glient: My 1anle 15 "Msema Kweli" ( 0)81 who spe the truth)

'm not Christian. lıke tO be Christıian but ere 15 problem 1C
on' know how tOo solve it I'm polygamist have TEee WIives.

love them all ccording to the Christijian eaching, I’m told that ın Order
to become Christian, have to chase aWAaY two Wives that
remaın ıth only one!'!
Student: es, yOou have a big problem but ıt Ca  —_ De solved
Client: How Ca  - it be solved? In VOour SETMONMN YVOUu preache that ON 15
Saved DYy al through Jesus Christ I ave ear ou thıs [Na.  - TOM
Man y people His love to Me  . Wäs finally expressed the Cross. He
died for 1ns.,. love Hım an belleve ın Him an' He accept
1 ıth all Tee wıves?
Student: Well, SsSCce NOW, it 15 not simple problem thought .
remember VerYy ell how STIresse ın S@er’mon that al 15 the only
requirement for anyone to be saved. You SaYy you have al ın Jesus but



the church demands that you chase aWAaY VOUr LWO Wives first!
Client: As yOou sSee 441 I’'m very old, WIives tOO aTe vVvery old. ere
Ca  - end em No 0)81 15 gomg to take are of them Ihey aqall love
TIhey WeTeC baptıze four ag They ATe therefore Christilans but
I'm not How WOUuU you interprete love to all INe.  — ıf chase aWaV

two Wives ıth hom ave 1ve for [NOTE than years?
Student very feel your CONCET'N , take VOoUur problem an welcome
you to ome agaın er LWO weeks for further discussion this issue.

The conservatıon en ın that WaYy In the student's report, he as.
for advıce NOw tO deal ıth thıs problem of that polygamist . The
advice Wa  N gyıven an ın the following Tee months, 'Msema Kwel1i"
started receiving baptısmal instructions.

student' problem
Student I’m SsomehOow frustrated the WaYy Br John, the er of
Kaloreni1 Street handles He wants to follow ery thing he SayS.
He thınks that he knows CVETY thing.
Supervisor (Pastor) Do yVou know, Br John has een ä church er
for ten years? He 15 experlenced er.
Student I honour hi1s experlence but on ın that he knows V  V
ing nobody ear Ca  — claım tOo know VerYvV thin
Supervisor: How Ca  - yOou sShow hım that nobody ear knowsy
thing?
Student That's why ave ralsed thıs problem to yVyou need VOUr
help
Supervisor: It to that you ave reached quiék judgement
Br John I on ın that he really claims to NOW p’YVy ing It 15
just yOour OW interpretation.
Student qui1ic jJudgement ! Surely, on' lıke tO do this ere 15
wiısdom ın it
Supervisor: I’'m glad that yOou Ca  ® see VOoUur shortcoming . OUTr go0od
approac to Br John 15 the only WaYy 1C Ca change yoUur relationship
ıth him you wiıll indicate to hiım that Vou on NOW Very ing, he
111 a1S0 indıcate to yvVou that he LOO doesn't NOW y thing It
to that Br John's impression yVOUu 15 negative ONne, He thinks
that YyOoUu are prou because of your educatıon. In defending hiıs
inferiority complex;, he argues agaıinst Vy thing you Sa y NOW, you
on lıke IO TSu ıth hım you become frustrated ave yVYOoOUu
understoo your problem?
Student Yes pastor, an you Very uch for yOour insight and advıce
MyYy weakness Is NOW Very clear. look forward tO seeing nNe
relationship ıth Br John

The Supervisor handled the problem vervy tactfully. He pointed out the
student' weakness 1n such äa WaYy that his counselee (student) ade
evaluatıon of himself ın positive wa his Wäs encouraging growth
1ın the student!' experlence.
Life ql the college
The day starts ıth morning Service led DYy student at 1.4 to 12
a.m. eacher duty for the eek ea!| this service Mondays and
Frıdays. The day ends ıth evening prayer of intercessions. Öne of



the touching intercessions 7/tn une, stil]l remember Vivldly had
the following WOTdS

ear Lord, Jesus Christ
We DTQaYy that you ring ea
where ere 15 al  c,.
We 1ın of u ToOoihNers and sisters
wn are suffering because otf the
WärTr 1C. 155 gyoing in the alklands,

had an Lebanon Nnnocen people
children, and old INe.  —; die

and OMe remaın handıcapped for Lıfe.
We DIraYy that the S}  e  ing of (978] 1ın
ese countries w ıll ONeE to end
We NOW that it 15 not your ıll that
yOUr people suffer under such Circumstances
1C 4aTe caused DYy human-beings
toO their fellow uman-beings. We ask
this your Holy Name. Amen.

Morning classes STIar at 8 . 0 1LB ere 15 or Tea at
H3 10.40 S — At thıs time of relaxation, STUudents take tea outsıde
the kıtchen One hnears arguments originated TOM discusslilon ın class.
Opinions aTe alired sometimes ıth emotions. Sometimes, STa participate
ın the arguments olayıng the role of eing "catalysts" In the afternoon,
ere 15 ON per1od from D S A From 4.0 StTiuUudents
Stu for themselves the lıbrary Studies continue the evening TOM
8.0 10.00 The lıbrary contains 4 ,000 00O0. ost of them AT
written ın Engliısh . ere 15 Ver y high demand for 00O0. iın 1ı1swahıilı
language. AD Very few Afriıcan theolog1lans have ın 01918 COUNITYy on
have enough D time wriıte theological 00O0. in Kıswahilıiı Therefore,
for the STuUudents tOo understan ell hat theyv ead TOM English 00.  S,

adequate knowledge of English 15 essentiaal .
udents ave man ual work twıce week ın the evenıing. staple food

qil ‚0191 college 15 Y g'8.11 ” (stiff-porriıdge) ade TOM malze (corn) o  n
DYy StTtUudentis We annually harvest aVerage of 38 bags of malze. 3/4
of the vegetables 15 produce 1FOM the college gyarden. It 15 OUu aım LO
be selfreliant food It 15 quite possible tO achleve thıs objective if the
land ave wiıll be wisely sed. The ole college arTea 15
Other ToD lıke potatoes, ea and beans thrıve very ell

We ave recently started raısıng OUTr p1gs and at the ame time,
ave submiıtte OMMe applications tO the Christlilan Counecil of Tanzanla
askıng for ran to enable operate the following projects: raising
of rabbits for eat pıggery project and Day Care Centre for
children We eed 01821 capital of Oou I'sh 50,000.- 0.-) LO
SIaAar ese Tee projects. ÖOne of the ıimportan things ın training
udents ın the 1r or 15 IO NCOUTAaYE them to value manuel work.
hıs emphasıs 15 lıne ıth the policy of OUu Government 1C
ENCOUTAFES institutions be self-rellant ın food The aım behind this
policy 15 to decrease the running ost of institution

Besides manual work, StTudentiIs play a twice week. The popular
aTe SOCCeT and volleyball. Some sStudents like indoor-games

namely : raughts, cards, "bao ” eic We NCOUTFAaPYE StTUudents tO
participate of their choice. Friday evening at 8 .0 10.00
15 hen college choir practises ıts ong for Sunday SsServices etfc Life



ql the college reaches ıts peak uring the weekends. udents whose
homes A nNnearTr gyet permission to out {woO times mon In the
beginning of ach term, programme of different actıvıtles 15 drawn
Coverıng all the weeken Some of ese activities art’ e debates, concerti,
filmstr1ıps, clides an evangelistic T1DpS

ere 1s danger for residentilal theologıca school lıke OUT'S to Dbe
Han island" that's tOo be Ccut off TOM the needs and af the
people We bellieve that meaningful lıfe atl OUu college 1s5 0)81  4> which
es serlously the Gospel that ıt reaches the human needs that
SUrround The following experlence ıll help tO ShOow hat MEa DYy
takıng the Gospel serlously:
New lıfe al Nsenga village
Ekast of Oou college 15 Nsenga viıllage . It 15 kılometers aWAaY . call to
preach the OTrTd of GOd tO Nsenga ame through ead-teacher of
nearby Prımary sSschool of yela ın 1979 He shared the NECWS ıth LwoO
members ol OU  —+ the Rev Zacharıa ımwela an the Rev Charles
LoOord Responding tOo the call, they surveyed the village DYy using
motorcycle. TIhey oun Out that the villagers wWeTe all followers of
African Tradıitional eliglon . In 1979, evangelistic committee fOor
Nsenga Was formed 211 the college The committee arranged trıps tOo
Nsenga envolvıng q 1 the Students and staff The following methods
of evangelısm WEeEeTeEe used choir ıth rumpetlts, showing of slıdes, home
visitation, preaching al public places at the uneral, market place, at
the "pombe" (beer) shop, g f LraCcts etc We suggeste IO the
nearby congregation Ruanda Moravıan parısh) to appoint full time
evangeliıst for Nsenga. The suggestion Wa  N accepted. An evangelist Wäas

appomınted 1ın 1980 He worked for TWO a  » He laıd the foundation. In
the beginning of thiıs Vear (1982) another evangelist Wa  N appointed. He
15 VeErYy hard working [Nall. 1g nOo ere AT you takıng
baptısmal instruections. Ihe baptısm 15 schedule tOo take place Septem-
ber oOu 12 15 AT expecte to be baptized. The college chapel Wa  N

privileged LO have few of ese catechumen visıt Sunday 16th
MaYy , 1982 ese people surprised they San g Very beautı1ı-

do remember few WOrTrds iın the first er of their SONS:

"ONn Lord, love thee,
We testify ÖUu
followers 'JOY tO De yOour

few of remalinıng al the college 111 be privileged ın eptember to
wıtness the first fruits of OU ar of labour aft Nsenga village, New
lıfe ql Nsenga 15 quite vısıble NOW. church 15 planned to be ul in
the NEeaTr future.

Mobiliızation of miniıstry
Qur college 15 ın the urban Tea where the population 15 growing vVery
rapıdly Decause of the nNne industries eing opened yearly We feel that

Ar  D oblıged IO take theological educatıon tOo the people The suitable
time to do thıs 15 during the weekends. In this WaYV, OQUu StTUudents uüuse the
chance applying eır theory into practice., We visıt the ospital, jall,
psychlatrie unıt. eic for pastora. work. It 1S5 interesting realıze
that the feedback get strengthens OUu faith There 15 rea hunger



fOor the ord of God. People ant to ead the ord of God for hemselves
but on!' ave enough Biıbles Christlan Lıterature tOo er LO
sell The report ave from the Bible SoCclety of Tanzanla 1sS that the
demand for Bibles throughout the COUNIFY 15 extremely high The Socilety
faces it ıth lıttle hope of reaching alance demand

Engaged ın the full time training of candıdates for ordained ministry,
value the academiıc ell the practical aspects We a1ım at

integrating the normal context of lıfe and ministry such WAaV that
real human problems aTe brought IO surface for effective solution.

rospects for the future

One of the problems face right 110 15 the difficulty ın getting
qualified indigenous eacners. The very few have 4arTe needed
1ın their repective Provınces. A eed to PTFreDATE theolog1ans for the
college 1s VverYy important . As the situation indicates, the eed for
missionaries remaıns. Br Charles Lord's contract terminates ın the end
of this VCAT. replacement 15 needed I’m glad that the 0ar of OT
1ssion of the Moravıan Church, ethlehem EL 15 looking for

SOT
We ave earned through experijence that relationships between OUu

college an congregations parıshes, eachers an students, theory
and experience of practice, eolog'y and context generate progressive
change the models for eaching and learning". We ave earned that the
tradıtıional methods of spreading the Oord of God DYy pulpit preaching
and ecture method aTe longer effective they used to be thırty
ar ago 00d Christjan lıfe In the M1 OT non-Christlilans "speaks"
INOT'’E louder than just MeTe words. Further INOFEC , have earned that
the Gospel has to reach the people DYy mobilızation 1C involves 1ay
people The Ne agenda then 15 this How Ca  — this involvement of lay
people be effective? The rıg aMn SWEeT tO thıs question WOU be Nne
WaYy of oing eolog y 1n Ou  — contemporary sıtuation. The expectation
of the WOT around 1S5 to See the church lIıne in joint actıon ıth
the wıder human cCommuni1ty iın building just socilety. Part of OUu
contriıbution Aare makıng towards just soclety 1S5 practical ONe.
The college family operates communal shop hıs shop SETVES the
communi1t y the CamMmpuSs and the surrounding neighbours. hıs sShop
has VeErYy wıde attraction because of ıts fair prices and go0d Servıce
to all In doing all thıs, endeavor to make theologiıcal educatiıion
continual DPTFrOCCSS rather than accumulatıion of nowledge which 155 not
applied ın everyday lLıfe

Zusammenfassung
Diıie Arbeıt Theologischen College der Bruüderkirche In eya

Das College wurde Jahr 1969 gegründet und zunachns der ıbel-
schule VO' Chunya untergebracht. 1978 erhielt dann eın eigenes
Gebäude, km VO  - der eya entiiern Seit der Gründung ar
10 einheimische Lehrer und 6 Missionare 1m Lehrkörper ätig Die Zahl
der tudenten hat sıch Jährlıch gesteigert und betrug 1m Jahr 1983 1n sS-
gyesamt 58 tudenten darunter dreı Damen) Das College nımmt nu sol-
che tudenten a. die Von der Gemeinde ausgewählt werden, die nötigen
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schulischen Voraussetzungen besitzen und in ınem Eintrittsexamen
den aäachern Englisch, Suahel]l, Bıbelkunde und Allgemeinwissen Sowle
ın einem espräc mit der Kirchenleitung der Provinz ihre Eignung unter
Bewels stellen Die Ausbildungszeit beträgt vier Te Seit 1980 wurde
zusätzlich dem Unterricht iın den theologischen Hauptfächern eın alb-
Jähriger Kursus 1ın praktischer Gemeindearbeit bel einem erfahrenen Pfar-
V”  —+ eingerichtet , der sıch sehr bewährt hat, da ß dieser Kursus au
die Dauer eines Jahres ausgeweitet werden soll Was solche praktische
Erfahrung für tudenten edeute(t, zeigt der Verfasser wel Beispie-
en, einmal einem espräc mit ınem Polygamisten ber seine Aufnah-

ın die Kırche und ZUu anderen dem Arger eines tudenten über
einen Kırchenältesten Großer ert 1rd auf die praktische andarbeit
der tudenten gyelegt . SO sınd S1e für den a1ls- Dbzw Kornbedarf des
Seminars verantwortlich ebenso W1e für einen großen eil des emuseDe-
ariIs, Wäas auf Feldern des Seminars angebau ird. Ziel ist die Selbst-
versorgun des olleges. Man etirel oga einen eigenen Musterladen
miıt nNn1ıc überhöhten festen Preisen. Natürlich sollen die tudenten ın
ihrer Freizeit auch singen und spielen und vieles andere. amı das
Seminar N1ıcC D einer geistigen nse wird, betätigt INa  — sich evangeli-
stisch ın der naheren mgebung. Der Verfasser zeigt dies Beispiel
des Dorfes Nsenga, dem MNa das Evangelium mit Bläserchor, Lichtbildern,
esuchen, Straßenpredigten, Schriftenvertelung u .a,: nahezubringen
SUC Insbesondere den Wochenenden werden die tudenten ın der

eya Zu Besuch ım Krankenhaus, Gefängnis, psychiatrischer
Klinık eingesetzt. Oornehmsties Ziel der Ausbildung ist die Verbin-
dung VOornn College und Gemeindearbeit, VO  $ Theorie und Praxis, und hier
SUC Ma  - ständig nach besseren, lebendigeren Lernmethoden
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