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VO.:  - Arthur Freeman, Bethlehem /USA

Moravıan Theological eminary Wäas born iın 1807 cCooperative entiure
of American Moravlans, or an ou ıth the approva. and guldance
of uropean Moravılans, to provide pastors an eachers for the American
Church mong the 1rs of the seminaries founded the or Amer1-
Ca  e continent, Moravlan Se:  TYy 15 NO approaching its Vear of
Service the Unitas Fratrum nhıs 15 OCCaslıon which deserves Serlous
reflection, not merely ıth regard tO the Seminary’'s history, but [NOT’E
importantly ıth VIEeW tO ıts role within the lıfe of the Amerıcan Provın-
Cces and the international nıty The potentlals of such role Ca  — only be
understood hen all 1involve entier into significant lalogue and together
determine the future COUT’SeEe of this insiıtutlon hıs article 15 intende
LO des'  ıb the present development an directions of the Seminary
that INa y all particıpate ın its future

3F 15 probably Irue that the continuance of the Moravlan Church,
that of an er church, 15 dependent the lines of communilcation
wıthin it and the institutions DYy 1C ıt TEeESECETVES the traditions Out of
1cC it lives. Tradıitions Aar’e 1ın preserved DYy each Pastor and
congregation, but ere needs tOo be places where u 1  1CaQ. doctrinal,
pastoral, an historical traditions arTe researched, examıned for eır
TU an relevance to 0191  H day, an perpetuated 1ın contemporary dress

that the Gospel Ma V be preached, that PeErSONS MaV understan an
experience the dynamics of the of God, an that Christ INa Y
be obeyed ın the complexities of OUu  — WOT. TIThough thiıs May be done
DYy gifted individuals struggling ıth the burden of er responsibilities,
ere needs to be instiıtutilon dedicated tO thıs Such instıtution ca  ®

exist apar from the lıfe of the church cChurches that ıt SCT VES,
for its responsibility 15 not merely academic historical ON

descr1ibing beliefs, practices an relig10us institutions. Its respons1bility
15 to Spea. tO the church faıthful words 1C. identify an facılıtate ıts
life ıth God, ın Christ 1T ust be serlously academic, wiıthout academic
priıde, without turniıng religion into something for the intellectual elıte
Zinzendorf hnas taught this The intellectual seeks IO spea al
words OUu religion, but has speclal claim the "essentials" of
religion 1C 15 oift to all, the ear relationship ıth the Savlour.
Moravilans indeed aTrTe the inheritors of particular philosophy of
theological education which ees "assentials" Served Dby "ministerials",
1C 15 where theological educatiıon WOU. be classed, an refuses to
confuse the two. hıs 15 true of Dboth the Ancient an Renewed Moravlan
Churches

Moravı]an Theologica Seminary, begun ın azaretn, Pa ın 1807, W3a  N
housed first iın the azare all Academy er wanderings between
Nazareth, Bethlehem an Philadelphia, in 1858 ıt Wa  N relocated iın eth-
lehem Mor: College an Theological Se  ry. In 1954 1t merged
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ıth Moravıan Seminary and College for Women, insiıtutilon tracıng ıts
orıgın IO 1{(42; ounded DYy Benigna VO  —_ Zinzendorf the first private
girl's SCHOOl ın the thirteen American colonlies. Now the Seminary 1S
technically graduate /professiona department of religion wiıithıin the
corporatıon Moravıan College . ıth its OW: NnNe ulldıng, Bahnson Center,
provlıdıng offıces an class and ıth its OW dormitories, ıt st1ıll
shares the use of MNan y College builldings, including olntly supporte
Library. In the contiext of college of 1300 STUdentis it has avaulable

EeESOUTCE beyond its OWIl1.

Following the practices of American theologıica educatıon, Moravlan
Seminary offers sSseveral graduate an professlional whiıich
AaSSUumMe OUT VCcar college unlıversity degree. The Tee ycar Master
of Divinity DFrOog Fram student for professional ministry. hıs
15 1T1e 11LAINe for hat used to be called achelor of 1vınıty degree.
NO LWwWO Vear Master of rts ın Theological Studies provildes student
ıth the traditional theologıca disciplines without the professional
COUTSES. The twO Vear Master of rts 1ın asfora Counseling provıdes
ON VCcar of theologıcal traınıng and 0)81  0> yVecar of elinical experlence 1ın
0CcCa astora Instıtute The Master of rts 1ın Religıio0us ducation 15
TEeEC VCar PrOog rFam offered ın cCooperation ıth the resbyterlan SChool
of Christian ducatıion ın Richmond, Virginla. The LWO Vear Doctor of
Dıivinıty Program , offered in cooperation ıth Drew University School of
eOloZYy, Madıson, New JersevV, Drovıdes advanced training ın
professional ministry beyond the Master of Divınıty ProgTäam .

The eminary 15 staffed DYy S1X ull-time faculty, the ean and
number of part-tıime instructors, each academıc discipline eing
represented DYy at eas 0)61 full-time professor. Among the 102 STuUudents
registered thıs VORE:; the largest number ın the Seminary's history,
AlV’ Moravıan and 12 er relıgous denominations are represented.
hirty-two of the 102 AaTe O]  aa representing the increase of
preparıng for ministry characteristic of most Ameriıican semıinarles. TNIS.
together ıth the raısıng of CONSCIlousness brought ou DYy the feminist
MOvements and lıberation eoOlogy , has Caused the Seminary tO loo0k
serlously ati NOW OUu  H responsibility tOo and Ou  F en STUudentis
affects the eaching of tradıtlional disciplines and the professional training
provıded. The aVerage ape of StTUudents has Iso been increasing ıth
influx of er StTUudentis WhO have determined tO study for the ministry
after pursuing another CaAareer who wısh tO engage ın part-tıme
min1ıstry while earnıng llving otherwise.

The Seminary, through ıts Taculty and er PrPeSOUTCES, nas
intentionally sought to develop ıts miniıstry both LO the Moravılan Church
1n merıca and to the non-Moravıan denomiınations of the TYTeQa ın which
the eminary res1ı1des. ost striking aspect of ıts miniıstry tO VioTra-
Vlans 15 the obile Seminary”" 1C es faculty ach yeäar tO of
the Church aWAaV TOM ethlehem to the central, southern an western
states, to Alaska, LO Canada, an tO the Carrıbean. Its ecumenical
SEeTrVICE tOo ıts home Tea includes nNnOot only arge number of non-Moravlan
studen({s, but 1sS0 continuing educatıon for clergy and alty,
lıbrary FrESOUTCES, and representation of er denominations the
0ar of Irustees and Varlous adv1ısory committees. Leaders of er
denomiıinations have OMe to regard the eminary important
and ese denomiıinations contribute financlally to Oome of ıts Programs

The natiure of the Program and curricula ql Moravlan Seminary has
been shaped ın dialogue ‚, with the needs of the churches,‚,the insights of its
faculty and admınistration, and the trends of theologıca: education
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the or American continent. FOor SUMMAarY of the latter ONe INa V turn
tO the last several 1SSUes Otf ! heological EdJucation , Spring an utum
1981, the ournal of the Assoc1lation of Theological Schools ın the
and Canada hiıs nas resulte 1ın curricula and auxillaryD1C
nclude the following

F} Sınce the ere nas been decided evelopment of hat Wa  N
called the Practical Department and 1s NO called the Department of
astora Theology, hiıle stıll seeking tO retain and affırm the
signıficance of the tradıtıonal fıelds of biblical studies, historical studies
and doctrine hıs parallels hat has been happening in OST American
semmiınaries. his includes not only Serlous attempt to correlate the
human studies of psychology and SOC1olog'y ıth theological and bıblical
insight, Dut Strong<g CONCeTrTnNn for DraXiSs application of theological
insight, Wa of developing professional capabiılıty , and 1Iso
foundational TOT theological reflection. (It 15 frequently only ın the
cContext of practice that ON understands) hus COUT’SE ın Liturgics
would: involve supervised and evaluated conduct of worship ın 0CCa
congregation, COUT’SEe ın <  m.  try to the physıcally il1 WOU TE 1n
the contiext of ospital. As ON Of the professors otf astora eolog'y
hnas commented, "Tt 1S impossible tO DIreEDALPE for ministry apar TOM
ministry." Moreover, traditional academic COUTSES, uch COUTSe ın
Psalms, without sacrificing academic COU deal ıth the
construection of contemporary psalms an liturgiles, COUT’SE Job COU
facilitate reflection suffering and pastora) Carec., and STu of
Galatl]ians COuU be approached from Paul’'s autobiographical discussion
of his spiritual and theologica evelopment which mig help the student
galn insight into his/her OW PFrOCCSS,. Frequently STUudents ıll take
VCaTr internshiıip iın congregation an aqall Master of Dıivinity STUudentis
are require tO take several mon Program iın mental general
ospita (Clinical astora Education) which facilitates both professional
Competency and persona yrowth. hıs wedding of the practice of
ministry ıth the tradıtional disciplines seeks tOo produce eCrSon
academically , professionally and personally prepare for the practice
of ministry

From number of quartiers ın American church lıfe ONM NO hears
discussion of lay ministry the mutual ministry of clergZy and laity
hıs hnas wo-fold focus. ırst, ere 15 CONCEeTN for 1ay DETSONS
sharing the ministry that CCUT'S ONg Christlans withıin the
congregation: preaching, eaching', readıng Secripture, pastora. CaPe.,
hospital callıing', eic. 'To OMle extent thıs 15 related to the present
inability of Man y SMa congregations to afford pastor larger
congregations IO afford multiple hus OMe lay PeErSoNS al’e eing
Tralined LO SSUMme responsibilities of minıstry sometimes receivinglicensing occaslonally ordination. Moravıan Seminary 1n recent a
has raıned number of non-stipendilary priests for the (01621 diocese of
the Episcopal Church whn: er SMa congregations qassıst larger
uNnes ıth the equivalent of ou ON  D VCar of theological educatlıion,
usually supporting themselves DYy another vocation. Second, ere 15 the
need to train alty for eır m  tIry within the WOT-. The Lay Academy,which Moravı]ıan Seminary helped oun and 1C 1S housed DYy the em1--
NaTYy, Conducts regular ın ea WI1 ten miıle radius of
Bethlehem for Protestant an atholıc alty

Continuing ducatiıon ın ost of the professions hnas become
requirement for maintainiıng one's credentials., hiıs 15 also tirue for clergySome denominations require certaın number of hours of continuing
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educatıon each VYCar, hıle others make it quite clear that advancement
an placement depend keeping current. The Seminary DNOW houses
the Ecumeniıcal Committee for Continuing ducatıon, chaired DYy faculty
member , to which belong S1X Protestant denominations, LWO Seminaries
(one Roman Catholic) and sSeveral er educational institutions
departments 1C AT’C concerned ıth continuing education for clergy.
hıs Ecumenical ommiıttee publıshes newsletter of educational events
ın the aAareca, a3CTIS for 0CCa CleTrgYV, coordinates the planning
of ıts member organizations, makes availlable IO all clergy
offered DYy single denomination, and suppliments hat 15 avallable ıth
ıts OW. programming. Many denominations ave developed DTFrOCCSS for
planning continumng educatıon which involves the interests and needs of
the clergy CTSON, the needs of the congregation an its ministry, an
the needs of the denomination. Agencies AT e avauable 1C help clergy
tO plan theıir ong-range professional evelopment .

TIhe Assoc1iliation of Theological Schools has developed iın the last
decade "Readiness for Ministry" testing instrument . ong iıth er
testing instruments thiıs 15 utilized when student enters Seminary and
ın the last VeQaTr of Seminary hen the student 15 preparing for
graduatıion. hıs instrument Was developed DYy tryıng to determıine the
erıterıia DYy 1C the or American churches evaluate person's
readıness for ministry. udents ıth speclal needs ATe referred IO
center for persona. and professional guldance receilive recommendations
ın eır academıc programmiıing.

Wıthin the "Spiriıtual Formation" has Dbeen developing S11g -
nıficant CONCEeTrTN ın American theologica education. term long famillar tOo
Roman Catholics whNn: atfe it elr Prımary focus ın theological educatıon,
it represents CONCeTrnNn for spiriıtual and persona.: evelopment ell
äacademic an professlonal evelopment. It DOrrows from Christıian my sticism,
modern psychology (partıcularly unglan), and u 1Ca and theolog1cal
tradıtlions, tO help DErSONS understan the nature of legıtimate spirıtual
experience, the PTFOCESS f persona an spiırıtual growth, the WaYyS 1ın 1C
Life INa V be understoo ıth spirıtual transcendent dimension, NOW 0)81  D
INAaVYy aCTi and lıve riıistlan, an the disciplines DYy 1C the Christlan
ıfe INAaVy be maıntained. It 15 related to the INOTeEe famill]ar toplcs of sanctif1i-
cation and VraYVEr, and represents realization that OU secular and DIU+-
ralıstiec soclety the reality of religion 15 often sustained only by one's Her -
sonal experlence an approprlation of or TWO €  e the Seminary has
had COUT SE 1ın Spirıtual Formation and the ean thıs fall conducte
experimental PTrOgram 1ın 1C er StTUudents acte spiırıtual friends
tO nNne Students hiıs 15 all VeErYy uch iın tune ıth the Moravıan
experiment of the 18th CeENTtUrYy under Zinzendorf

T H8 Seminary 15 continumg tOo develop ıts capabilities ın Moravıl]lan
studies Presently *[WwWO semesters of Moravlan history and eology are
require Of all Moravıan students, COUT’SEe the eology of Zinzen-
dorf 1S taught, and the professor of church history 15 presently
sabbatıcal researching the history of the Amerıcan Moravıan Church
ıth the Archives of the orthern Province only few meters aWQaV ,
ere ATe rich eCSOUTCEe for research DYy interested Students It 15 the
hope of the Seminary that at Oome point Institute for Oravlılan Studies
MaV be established, focusing not only the Renewed Moravıan Church,
Dut the anclent Unitas Fratrum The Seminary presently educates Man yof the clergy of the zeCc rethren's Church Texas, Who share ıth

interest ın OU COIMINMON eriıtage from the ancient Unitas.



The Se  ary nas Served and been served Dy the international MoO-
ravıan Church ın number of WaYyS. udents ave attende the
Seminary from Europe, England, Africa, 1a and the Carribean. Some
ave COME for only VCar of Moravıan speclalized studies Others
ave COmMe because of the value of aster's degree 1cC 15 not offered
DY eır 0CCa theologica insSti1tutlons The relationshıp of the Seminary
ıth the College and er educatıonal institutions ın the aArea makes it
possible LO design pPprogram ıth the speclal needs of the student ın
mind, provıding COUT’SES not offered specifically at the Seminary

In 1976 the Seminary arranged for tour of est uropean Moravıans
ın the United States In 1973 Moravl]lans In est Germany, Ekast GermanYy
and zechoslovakia helped of H  Se  IV faculty , Students and
few alty Stu uropean Church liıfe Frequently Moravlans TOM er
countries er ectiIures qat the Seminary hiıle visiting ethlehem for
eres. Whenever ese NIiaCiIS take place, AaTe mutually
enriched, for the wealth fS 1  S are fully oun ın an 0)8l

segment of the Church The Seminary's developıing uUuSe of aud1o an
v1ıdeo tape makes possil the sharing of ectiures and eSOUT’'CE around
the WOT

his 15 Moravıan Theological eminary 1n its VCAar, seeking
directions for the future from ıts Lord, from the international Moravlan
Church, and from the churches of ıts geographical TeA. It 15 not only
helpful but NECESSATY that Jalogue Ou ese directions.

Wrı  en
Zusammenfassung

Im Te 1807 wurde ın Nazareth/USA das erste amerikaniısche Bruderse-
minar begründet und 1858 endgültig ach Bethlehem verlegt on seıt
1749° bestand die VON Benigna VO.  ; Zinzendorf errichtete Mädchenschule,
die 1954 miıt dem Seminar verbunden wurde. Das heutige 5»emıinar miıt sS@e1-
1e  — 100 Studenten und 0  M hauptamtlichen Lehrkräften ist eın Teil des
größeren Moravıan College (mit 1. 300 Studenten) und bıldet sowohl
ZUu Pfarrer- wWwl1le ZU Lehrerberuf aus, Ja ın Verbindung miıt der TEW
University School of eology ın Madıson bietet den OCiIioOor of Divinity

Um den gegenwärtigen ufgaben gerecht werden, mussen vielfach
Neue Wege beschritten werden. Ein solcher Versuch ist das SO< 1ıle
SdSeminar”", der Unterricht von Fakultätsmitgliedern Alaska, Kanada und
au den Karibischen Inseln und = immer der Unterricht 1mM einzelnen für
wichtig eracnte wird. Das Seminar legt das Schwergewicht auf die Prak-
tische Oder Pastoraltheologie und das el auf die nwendung des Gelern-
ten der Gemeindesiıtuation. Eiıne besondere Aufgabe ist die Ausbildung
VO!  — Lailen speziellen pfarramtlichen Diensten DZw auch für den Dienst

der eit So Wa  F< das Seminar Mitbegründer der "Lailen Akademie" 1m
Gebäude des Seminars, einer Einrichtung für katholische und evangelische
Christen. Es beherbergt ferner das "okumenische ommittee für Fortbil-
dung”", dem Ü evangelische Denominationen und andere pädagogische Ein-
richtungen angehören. In den 770er Jahren ist eın rogramm der "Geistli-
hen Biıldung" (spiritual formation) entwickelt worden, den enschen
einer sakularen, pluralistischen Gesellschaf:;: miıt Möglichkeiten christlicher
Erfahrung, mit der Realıtät VO:  — und eligung verirau machen
und ihn sowohl die Tradition christlicher ystik als moderner Psycholo-
gien heranzuführen. Natürlich weiß sich das Seminar auch der Brüderge-schichte verpflichtet, Ja , will oga: eın entsprechendes NStIILU begründen
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