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Foundation

Commentarıles the letter the Philipplans squest that Paul
wrote this particular letter O beloved congregation.

One Ca  ; hardly ESCAPEC the question: ou Paul have consiıidered
an yone of QUu  H— congregations beloved one? And TOr that matter
this yno international congregation equalliy belove uppo-
sing that the Nnswer WOU De VCS, another question oD oOu
he have written simılar letter ıf he WOU ave been alıve today ”
oug INa Y be inclined to Say D conclusiıve AaNnsWEerLrL ese
questions cannot be gyiven.

On the er and the questions al:l”e relevan iın that they MaYy lead
tO MOTE interesting analysıs. ın that CXDTCSS u al iın

different mMmanner owing tO cultura dıfferences historically o  I and
geographically spread. also 15 that cultura ıfferences ar  D OVEI-
ned tOo lesser greater extent DYy OU relationsh1ıps tOo God and the
subsequen relationships to ONn another, LO the enviıronment 1n ıts
TOAaAades T}  9 ell DYy the interrelatlion of ese relationsh1ps

The 1rrSs ing mig Sa y Ou ese relationsh1ıps 15 that they
AaATe unavoldable and essential. Unavoildable, because relationsh1p ıth
0101 Ord ea LO spirıtual ea relationship Dbetween 0)81 another
ea tO mental ea and relationship ıth the envıronment ea
tO self-destruction Essentlal because the of ese relation-
sh1ps 15 prerequisite for evelopment and change. NOW distince-
tıon between evelopment and change 1S that DYy evelopment 15 meant
building meaningful tradıtlons, 1ıle change stands for INOT’E radı-
cal course , for instance dropping of tradıtlions

The second ing mig SaVYy ou ese relationsh1ps 1s that
they oug LO be understandable and recogn1zable ın forms adequate
the problems of ally life, to exert influence hereon

Concluding thiıs part na Sa y that Christlans then eek contın-
uously NnNne balance between the necessity tO maintaın and toO be
moved DYy unavoldable and essentlal relatıonshıps and DV eır expression
ın ally life 1ın adequate forms tO influence varlıety of cultures.

Interpretation
WOU lıke to OMe back NO to the contents of Paul's letter tO

the Philipplans ın particular Chapter I1, the erses 12-18 In thıs part
Paul stresses obedience without murmurings and disputings. He g
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them tO and be VenNn better ın his absence than ın hıs p
He SsStresses remaın blameless and armless and the Sons of God
wıthout rebuke He describes the natıons erooked and E
He asks them IO consider h1s OW position in sayıng': '"that ave ru

iın vaiın , neıther laboured ıin Va
D S On reflection the quoted parts of the letter SNOW sometimes skep-—
tic1sm Owards h1ıs followers, the WOT. at ar and himself It

11 hı1ıs image of mMa  } 1S5 pessimistic. An old-fashioned relationsh1p
between eacher and pupils 15 a1lsSO ShOWwnNn. ontrary Paul's opinion

WOU venture that Sound congregation full of lıfe ıll MUTMUT and
ıll dispute

Can h1s notlions and WaYy of communicating reilecte 1n this part
of the letter make it possible for u here and 110 and iın the future,
to understand and react adequately tOo which sa "For ıt 1S5
God 1C worketh ın you both tOo ıll an to do of h1s g0o0d pleasure 119
ın that er conditions have to be fulfilled such To Tee OE

selves TOM anmade ideologıies (conservatısm, liberalısm , soclalısm
and ın fact an er 1Sms) , to ace them not prejudiced Dbut ıth
ODEeN mınd tOo be able to ear God Not LO preach old-
fashıoned eacher but IO establısh learner oriented relationsh1p 1C.
meets ıth the eal needs of people to enable them to lıve the Gospel
To accept that love should nOot reject law hut that 1aW 15 unavoıldable
ell that love 15 indispensable expression of the unıty of Old and
New Testament To constantly revIiIeEeW present sStructiures and attıtudes
wıthın the organisation of OUu church IO SEPE o 1it that conditlions prevaıl
tO meet the aforegoing.

Concluding May Say that the times of the obedient Christlan
slave who accepte hat Was thought out fOr him and wh: dıd hat
he Wa  N told tOo do DV hıs eaders AT OVOSF.: The NEe Christlan wants
tO bDbe accompanied and wants a1sS0 to understand his position

TrTee agen 111e eve of relationsh1p ıth God, ıth 0)81  D

another, and ıth the envıronment.

Principles
Cı undamenta 1S the notlion iın enesIis Chapter 39
the OTd God sald, Behold, the Ma  — 15 become 0)01 of u know

eo0d and Naı God indicated then and ere that MNa  ® has the faculty
of distinguishing between gxo0d and vıl and hence to choose between
them and {O make decisl1lons.

Forsaking thıs faculty BA not choosing and not takıng dec1islons 155

denying the Nne post-paradise relationsh1p between God and Mall, It
1S , however, the law that decisilions ave tO be en and that 15 1rre-
vocable

lawıth hat attitude and hat behavlour do meet thiıs

May refer John E "Henceiforth call you not servants;
for the servant knoweth not hat his lord oe but have called VOUu
friends". Christlans call thıs love, call it brotherly love and the
secular WOT. ca ıt true friendship. The 1rSs conclus1ıon 15 that true
friendship TresuppO>Ses the willingness of all concerned IO be and feel
reponsible for on another The second conclusıon 15 that ın this NCeW

relationship atn the disciples Jesus, to put ıt 1ın modern terms, dis-
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carded autocratie leadership. He became the "primus inter pares ”
because of the qualıity f his acts, not Decause of hi1s rank.

308 hen hıle ago ald that hristlans then seek continuously
EW balance, { did not exactly speci1fy to 1C DUTrDOSC cultures Ar“  ®©
and sShould be influenced. IN that basıcally the a1lm 15 emanc1pa-
tion of man,1l.e., the willingness LO take reponsibility and to fun
1n that responsI1bility. Such reponsibility oes not only the rela-
tionship between MN  — and [9)  SI Dbut oremos the relationship between
0)01  D another irrespective of SE  DE and the relationship tO the environment
1n the TOAades
RR Concluding INa y Sa y that Christlans oug to be subject tO
ıfelong DTrOCESS of learning NOW toO balance law and love 1n Oorder to
constantly improve eır effectiveness 1n elr relationships.

Christlan lıfe

hroughout hat have Deen sayıng ave implicitly suppose that
Christlans want to be the [NOVEeEe and that the earth, wıt qll that 15 ın
it , it and around it, 15 the areca for 1C reponsi1bility 15 to De sha-
red onNng them and others have a1S0O Ssuppose that Christlans Üar  ®©
forward looking people, wh aTrTe nOt SCared of the next minutes ın elr
lıves, but to the Conirar ant tOo use ese ın facıng an coping ıth
whatever 15 going at ese verYy oments. If that an polıtics,
then politics, 1f economl1cs then economics, if ecology then ecology, 1
questioning then formulates probing questions. It 15 then NeECESSar to
revlew at eas present conditions and, ıf NECESSATY , to create cond1-
tions where that 144 Ca  e De OoOnNOure suggest that ın this &015 bm
nectlilon have 100k at Ou congregations, OU church and the NV1-
ronment

a Congregations. are to accept the principles setit out before,
have to ask ourselves whether the roles and relationships ın OUu

congregations AaTe conducive lea sıtuation an to evelopment
and change. How WOU it be 1f the pastor WOU. nNOot act ost of his
time sem1-professional psychiatrist organizer? How WOU
it be ıf he WeTe to direct hıs energies 1ın helping others be responNn-
S1 and tO take decisions? How WOU it be if he WeT’e facilitator DYy
creating situations where people want to learn and develop hemselves?
How WOU ıt De u DYy creating independent and capable laymen he
WOU ake himself, figuratively speaking, superfluous? How WOU it
be 1f the councıiıl of elders and eır committees WOU base their dec1-
S10NS oNnseNnNnsSsu nstead of eır W w]ısdom? How WOU ıt be ıf
they COU. help the congregation be without pastor? How WOU ıt
be 1f WEeTe capable of releasing and mobilizing aqall members, possibil1-
ties?

IT 15 1rM beliıef that Paul's Ord ın 1 "among hom
shine lights ın the WOT.  „ ıll ome true only 1f the ole Dation learns to lıve ın uncertainty, yvet wıthout ear of making deecisions
for which ıt feels responsible and accountable
R Ihe Church For Varlous r’ea4sc(onNSs this 1S5 A far INOTE complex sub-
ject , Dbut indispensable for Christlan lLıfe

Members form and 4ATe the church expression of their al
an unity. onsequently they aTrTe Ssuppose tO be reponsible and
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accountable for iıts actions and representation. They 4T also suppose
to create, maintaln and en the church, thereby qualifying ıts COM

tinulty, but DYy elections they elegate this task
They elegate thıs task to er members wh: iın eır dual position

then ATre expecte tO a  Vy joint responsibilıty DYy representing the
church 9a1SO institution. Through the congregations represented
in provinclal management an T An  + SynNOods, through the unity 0ar and
the unity's synod--regulated DYy the roles, relationshiıips and Dreroga-
t1ves spelled out iın the church Order-- it ea!| falrly independent
lıfe hen SaYy q failrly independent lıfe, ” mMean tOo STrEeSS the
interdependence of church of faıth and unity" and church

institution
Tee dangers reaten the church institution: Firstliy, the

ineclination LO settle for tradition wiıthout change. econdly , that the
unqualified continulty of the church becomes the hıdden objective of
all concerned; and hirdly, that paternalistiec bureaucraCy evolves,
The church of the relatively qulie lıfe, ıth refinements 1ın the church
OTrder only , into eing.

To put it INOTeEe concretely Is it not Lrue that such m1sslıon,
education I7 qt eas tO knowledge and experience, AaTrTe

uch less lıvely discussed and supported DYy the congregations than
ın Zinzendor{i's days? Is ıt not Irue that financlal sacrifices AaT’e ade
tO lesser extent and that persona commitments, though presen(t, are

increasingly difficult LO 1n
Whether ese dangers materilalize wiıll , perhaps, depend NOw the

TO2a fundamental objectives of the church AT ade clear and concrete
for the present, the future, and iın relatJlon tO the ota environment 1ın
W  1C the church operates.

A continulty of the church ust not be en fOor granted. It ust
De regularly discussed, the eed for it restated and its acceptance and
understanding sought DYy the membership.

Continulty, approached ın this MAaNnner, Ca  . become motivating
force through motivating DTrOCEeSS. It 15 perhaps the only COUTSEe, not
only to aVOold disparity between the church of al an uniıty and the
church institution, Dut to achleve NEeW awakening, however not
ou murmurings and disputings.

VMay conclude thıs part DYy SsSımply referring tO uke }
"For ntio whomsoever uch 15 gyiven, of hım be uch required;
and to whom INe  —- have committed much, of hiım they wiıll qaSk the more"

The Environment. Nobody Ca  - deny that the secular evelopment
of thiıs WOT. SuUurpasses Christlan influence ın Ou arlous cultures.
Many Christlans not only vVIieWw this ıth apprehension but suffer bod1-
1y and mentally because of it Fortunately, growing number ave
begun to as emselves hat iın their OW actions and behavilor has
cCaused and continues tOo thıs PENOMECNOTNN’ ,

think that inward looking church, principally directing its OW

and foreign TEeSOUTCE toward the achlevement of diıaconal objectives iın
imited 185  9 15 fulfilling only part of the role f ust play in ıts

interactions ıth its surroundings.
The church Ca  —; eV be satisf1ı2d 1f it only helped (and contiınues

to elp Tee people from traditional slavery that they Ma V become
victims of modern form of slavery Slavery DYy SyStems and patterns
of thought 1C are man-centered and seek mat  1al ell eing only
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ere ust be CONTILINOUS reaffirmation and reappraisal of the
church's ole soclety. IT ust have the CoOurage tO d1SCuss and tackle
the big contemporary problems ell Oose affecting its future,
such a|  r the distrıbution of wealth and the DrODerL allocatıon
of ener’gVYy ECESOQOUT’CE FOor this; SUDTFEME gyuldance offered the

of uke and Matthew, 1ideas chrystalızed the Sermon
of the oun

The search for ne balance between law an love 1E W
Christlan eve ust be undertaken indıvıdually ell collectively

partnershiıp ıth GOod Only thıs WaYV , ın Ca  . ake
known that Ou relationshıp ıth God the mot1vatiıng force

OUu l1ıves Christlans ust not only be present thıs WOT. Dut
influence 1T nN1ıs Cas y task but atre long

acknowledge that qall of Aal’e laymen hen it to lıving
Christlian such efforts INa bear fruit Deo volente!

have been as LO amplıfy understandıng of envıronment O
as I put ıC.sub 1.2 and  3 envıronment S TOades
er the envıronment deser1ibed ear ıth all that

1 17 and around 1t M Sub ota envıronment 1C
the church unctions”" fact the equivalent of hat sald Sub

ese references do not quıte explaın intentilons To 1Ind
the Christlian church hence the Christlan has onesidedly concentrate

the INa  an to INa relatiıonshıp and underplayed the importan MNMan-

envıronment relationshıp ıf has tended to neglect the interrelationshıp
between Ma and envıronment For LOO long nature ıts otalıty and
partıculary 1TSs ecology nas been understoo DAaASSIVEC atum
ore less the pleture of 09828  ® the center of the ıth nature

n1ıs decor has been redomiıinant Less attentlıon has been pald TO
Ma  - abılıty tOo manıpulate nature Nature alances AarT’e manıpulated
DY man' growth numbers and DYy nNnıs wa of Life atever [NEa.  —
socletal sStruc{tiure, ere always depence uUDOIN nature.

Concentration herefore MNa tO INa  —_ relationsh1ıps and neglect of
the Nanı-nature relationsh1p denles tOO uch of h1ıs interdependence an
certaınly of the interrelatiıonshıp Dbetween the LWO In thıs WaYy INa  -
effect showing disrespect for God Creator hence plea for the
acknowledgement of ese relatiıonshıps part and parcel of Christlıan
lıfe

For er cComments dealıng ıth thıs See the exchange of
etters Dbetween Br 00 and Br Theile publıshed preceding 1S5Sue5S
of Unitas Fratrum
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