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Introduection

hıs Passage throws further 1g& the writers' Teca conception of
the sıgnıficance of the church ullness of hım wh 1s eing
wholly filled NO ultımate divine DUrDOSE to ring the ole
created unlıverse nto all embracing unıty 15 oreshadowed, and
indeed 15 actually egun, iın the church, where diıvided humanity
15 brought together JEeW and Gentile Al’C unıted ın single WOT'’-—

sh1ipping communlity . In Christ ql1 the disabilities of inheritance of
eathendom AT9 and all the priviıleges of ACCERess to Himself
which God had aCCorde tOo his ancı]ıent people of Israel AaTe granted
freely and IO the Gentile bellevers. The Church 15 110 depiecte
under the figure of the living temple, iın 1C Jewish and Gentile ele-
ments AaT’e merged unıversal NnOoOuse of worship, inhabited DYy the
Spirit of GOod

Jew and Gentile AaTe unlıted 1n the Church (Verse E

The ıteral historical setting of this passage makes rea appeal to
the modern reader. The unlon between Jew an Gentile Wa  N outstan-
ding event LO Paul and others ın hı1ıs time .It 1S dıffıcult tO accept that the
Victory which Paul WO.:  - for the Gentile converts Wa 0)81  D of the mOost
importan ın all human history

We Ca  ® look at ese erses an make them eal ace the DIO-
ems of a and uniıty ın OU times., We need not 1mı their meaning
to particular 1ssue of long ap| The 1Ssue narrowed down W&a  N 0)81 of
sacramental unıty OoOUu. Gentile become Christlan wıthout eing
circumelised? ou C1Ircumelsed and uncircumeised have fellowship al
the Lord'’s Supper? The maın issue of isunlty oday 15 the question
of inter-communion. Gentile Christlans ell Jewısh Christlans
COUuU nOot easıly have conceived of church wiıthout eilnıte initlation
rite Such baptısm the fellowship meal Jesus instituted The back-
grounds of elr traditlion, aCce an culture had tO be e,

In U times tWO actors hamper unity. On the OIl  0 hand have SECC-
tarlanısm and the er aCce. Table-fellowship 15 the I’'eca of 6OI
ilct The fellowship at the Lord's Supper must be carrıed unftio the
secular SOoc1lal sphere also.

Havıng Hope and wıthout God ın the OTr (Verse Z2)
We ıll all 1 that thıs 15 ver y important Paul paints
picture of the sıiıtuation of the Gentiles ın their preconverslion perlod,
hıs pleture 15 a1sSO relevan oday The plight 15 delineated being ,
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christless, godless, hopeless. Secularısm OM MaYy safely SaVy ust OmMme
tO thıs 1ın the end. for to liıve wıthout Christ 15 IO lıye oday, 1n the
time of the New Testament entiıles, without hope, and wıthout GOod
ın the WOT

nıty iın Christ (Verse

Ihe o of the Gospel to un1fy an to Tea down the ividing all
of hostility 15 amazing. The unifying o of the Gospel cannot be
warte

As the er and younger provinces of OUu Unitas Fratrum meeTt,
CAa.  — experlence visible affirmation of U exXx The blood of the amb
has strangely melting o OVeeT’ congeale hearts God had dev1ısed
hıs sublime medium of reconciliation. Upon ese Gentile wellers
darkness, the 107y of the Lord had shone, bringing health ell

dawn of davV, a ell enlıghtenment.
The drama of ea and resurreection [NaV have to repeat iıtself Ihe

Christian churches far off and INCYaT , minor1ty fellowship ın the nations,
INa become agalin the "savıng remnant ” of WOT history

Commandments and Ordinances (Verse 193

The author rejoıces ın the fact that Christ abolıshed "ln h1ıs esh the
law of cCcCommandments an ordinances". But he does not read Out of the
Church the Jewish Christlans, who ST{1 cling to Ordinances. The law
15 still ')]ust and x00d" (Rom (:12) Even egalısm Ca  } be permitted
and have useful place ın Christlilan Lıfe But Christ remaılıns Lord
of Hıs church "Commandment and Ordinances ‚1f man-made, dare not
become obstacles 1C destroy fellowshıp ın Christ nıty ın the Spl-
rit first. ” Our epistle defines this "one e [N&a.  - 1n place
of two".

One Body through the C ross ( Verse 16)

At Calvary nowhere else, perfeect or has been struck 1C
reattunes the rasping 1SCOTdS of human ealousy and TaNnCOUT.
higher unity, Ven ın the mundane sphere of things, MaYy qabsorb eu
seemingly unresolvable

Christlans of CVET’YV name assert that the church 15 '  one body”" and
should manıiıfest itself uch. The WOrd church rarely CCUuUTrS ın Christ-

HOow1an DPDravyers creeds without the adjective "one  " attache o ıt
15 STreWNdesperately Iry to make the church one! Christlilan history

with SynNods and Councils, ıth ecumenıiıcal Conferences church unıty
But in the ına acti unity must ome from above. 1T 2  e only OomMmMe

through the of Christ Shared forg1veness an shared DeCN-
tance through the Cross of Christ arTe the ultımate gl  S of God

Ihe Far Off and the Near (Verse 17)

Can take ese WOrds out of the original contexti, ın 1C they des-
Cribe the Jewısh and Gentile divıslon“ Thiıs 4475  —_ be applied ın LWO sıtuations
Firstly,the Missionary enterprise We aV ın the Unitas Fratrum,
ar  47) wıtness to it The comments 1ın 13 ust De recalled In thıs
WOT that 15 crumbling, c1ıty of God 15 eing buut DYy God himself
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econdly, the "far an "near" OCa  } take tOo the thought WOT. of
psychology VModern an of communication and travel AaATC sShrinking
OU WOT. But the divisions caused DYy hate, ISTrusi, OPpPression and
racısm cannot be cured DYy technological an Only Christian aC
ca  e} ring C and reconeceiliation. The Christlan Gospel 1Ss called

WOTd of reconc1ılıation" or 3:19)

nıty ın the Holy Spirit (Verse 18)

"For through Him-”., iın His nNname and DYy virtue of Hıs medilation, A  we
both have access", admission, into the of (‚Od:; who 15 Decome
the COMINMON reconciıled Father otf both ; the throne of a| 1sS erected
for tO OoOmMe O; and liberty of approac tOo that throne 15 allowed
to Our "access 15 DYy the Holy Diriel Christ purchased for
leave tOo OMMe to God and the Spirit g1ves the ear tOo COMeEe and
siren tO COME ; Ven ra to God acceptably. We draw nigh
to God, through Jesus Christ DYy the nelp of the Spirit.

Christlans find unity ın Christ his ean concretely ın the church
For the Holy Spirit , thought of historically imparted LO the church
ql Pentecost, 155 that "Spiriıt' which y1ves life tO the body of Christ
Holy Spirit and church ar’e inseparable 1ın the New Testament

Fellow Citizens ıth the Salınts ( Verse und 20)

ese Verses contain certaın phrases 1C have become sacred ın the
lıturgical vocabulary of the Christlan church "fellow Citizens ıth
the saınts ka household of the foundations of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself eing the 1e COrNner-
stone, and "holy temple ın the Lord" The epistle tOo the Epheslans
Ca  ; be called lıturgical epistle., It makes stage ın the lıfe of the
Christian Community hen tradıtion has begun to create formalized
community anguage

ASs the Gentiles WeTe OIlCcCe grafted untfto the chosen r’ace, long
thought of ımıted to the Jews, children of ETV aCce under
heaven "strangers and foreigners" AV’ oday ecoming ON ıth
the Christlans of the er uropean tradiıtion TIThe phrase house-
old of 15 D of the definitions of the church ın the New esta-
ment. Less frequently used than body of Christ”", ıt yet CONMN-
talns ıch significance. household CHa.  - be mMO for an society.

Justice and law aTrTe ere, but they AVU’C transformed into ra DYy
family ONnenNness. Love the law Need, not earned rıg eifer-
mines privilege. The church of Christ resembles household INOTEe than

political atfe
The church'’'s democracy 1Ss that of equality before God In the long

history of Ma  e the struggle for equality has been no ONMn yetl
full of the 00 of revolutions and recurring heartbreak It has shar-
ed ın the cruelty of OSst attempts to realize dreams and fu  ıllmen
of ideologies Is ere, indeed Solutlon for the problem of inequality
except ın househo  n of od

The Church an Temple (Verse 1-2

The ord temple has uch tradition behind ıt The earliest Christlans,
themselves continuing Jewish worship practices, nurtured the NM EMOPYV of
centuries when they thought of the temple towering OVer the c1ıty of
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Davıd and symbolizing the relig1on of elr fathers
hıs idea of temple ust have changed ıth the Gentile- Christian

group>Ss They worshipped 1ın houses. IThe Ord temple became etia-
phor "CThe ost High we not ın temples ade ıth hands"
(:48) The Christlan congregation Wäas DOW temple. hat does
the ord church [NeAaMN tO the average INa  @ today? 0es he nOot ıIn
1rs of the ullding? The ord church rightly denotes both The L1’an-

king of connotations should De reversed people of God 1rs and then
the architectural Symbol. IThe church of Christ 15 1rPSsS of q 11 S0C1al
and not architeectural creation. It 1Ss people-body , ard and OMMe-—
times ars and unpleasıng ıng, human , sınful, made of INe  - and

hom INay not like But such 15 literally ”a habıta-
tion of God through the SDIFIE It 15 Ta holy temple ın the Lord. "

The Holy Spirit , gyıven opportunity, Ca  — ashıon household of God
worthy of the Name of temple. But only the Holy Spirit Ca.  - build
church Two Tee gathere together ın the name of Christ, nıt
together DY the band of forgiving love Aarl’e "architectural wonder
before 1C Ven the angels of heaven Stan ın awe".
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