
The Oravian urc Pılgrimage

DYy heo Gill , errnnu

hen John Bunyan WTrote his book Pılgrim's Progress ” 300 a
agOo, he COU not foresee the alteration of the term "progress" 1CcC
alle 1n the 19th century, 110  — the Second change of 1C ATr  D w1ıt-
e5$5e5 110 al the end of this mıllenium . "Progress" WäaäSs the battlecry
of SclencCce and technology ; to be "up tO date" Wa  N the 1PSsS virtue,

IO the ark dietated DYy the technologists and, not uch ater, DYy
lıdeologists. rogress iın iıtself seemed to be beneficlal and promising.
kven the churches, generally reputed to De conservative react1o0-
NarYy , trıed to make lost ground and to DAasSs hemselves off
progressive revolutionary. But 1n u days the ambiguity of 7Dr OS
gress” 15 INOTE evıdent than Ver before The pendulum of general
opınion 1sS swinging OWards the er exireme: hat 1s old 15 valuable
Nostalgıa 15 the ashıon hıs TrTen tOo be world-wıde

We Christlans, and Church AT part of thıs WOT. and
äre affected DYy the trends 1C CXDTCSS the eelings, the fears and
opes of OUu contemporaries. We cannot pretend to be people P
pletely apar TOM the est of mankınd. But people of which
Jesus Christ 1S5 the Kıng 4Aarle Liıberated TOM the dominating o  e
of trends and ashnıons. We know of 1C 1Ss not epen-
dent technological advance, not Ven QUu  — sSoclal relig10us
achlevements. It 15 the of pilgrims, the COUT’SeEe tIhrough the
desert OWaAards the TOMISE: and We thiıs road, each of Seek-
ine his Wa through the labyrinth of the WOFrlId, from 1r toO ea
And thıs COUT’SE together, grouDpS, familiıes , congregations,
denominations, from 0)81  D generation tO the next.

MVIy subjeet in this NnNOur 15 the Moravlan Church iıts pilgrimage.
OÖOf COUTSEe thıs cannot NCOMPDASS historie revlew of the MOTE than
1lve hundred of u  — past Ca  e only Lry tO draw along OMle
plaın lines NOW SE the Moravlan pilgrimage. ay OMe of yVYOoUu
ıll find ıt LOO general, SsSOMEeOTNeEe INa y m1ısSs point C he regards
to De the MOST urgent of Ou time, another MaYy m1ss hat he cCons1d-
CerS the distinective features of Moravıanısm. ar of that But

hope VOU ıll find that do not want tO repeat well-known dogmatic
phrases but that each of the four parts has ıts Sp  8 point . ere
1s Tu ın ese sentences 1C tend to be neglecte Ven for-
gotiten ın the church urches ust not forget this TU their
pilgrimage lest they astray from the rıg path want to make
OMe Commentis the pilgrimage of the Moravıan Church
In Communion ıth the Church trı.mphant,
challenged DYy the world's needs and dangers,
In fellowship ıth er pilgrims,
ın expectation of the Lord's kıngdom.
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In cCcCommunlon 3A the Church triumphant
We sing the hymn "In Christ ere 1Ss East West,”" and 1t 155 of
rea significance that AaTe here together ON church TOmM or
Indla /Tibet to the es Indies, from OTriNern reland and hechoslo-
vakla tOo the OoOu  ern Cape of Aifrıca But do realıze that ere 1S
another oundary 1C has already lost ıts ruling importance for the
church? INean that between ar and Heaven. In Spangenberg's
hymn "Die Kirche Christi, die geweiht" it 15 pointed out "and yet
ın ar and Heaven, through Christ her Lord, the Church 15 one'.
And agalin quoting Spangenberg TOM his "Exposition of Christlan
Doectrine Idea el fratrum": The Church of Christ 1s divided into
the milıtant, and the triumphant ; understan DYy the latter the Souls
that ave finiıshed elr TaCce; and AT’E entered into that resi, 1C
ıll have end DYy the former, the children of God, wh lıve
ın this WOTL and who DYy al and Drayvyer ust continually be upon
e1ir gyuar against, themselves from , and combat not only
the corruption 1C feel 1ın SOul an body, but q1S0O the WOT.
and the wıcked ne  V

We the Church ar iın East and West, or an Oou ALl’C
only OIl part of the ole Church In ONn of the 1rs documents of
the Unitas Fratrum, confession TOM 14173 1472, already find
this fundamental nowledge: holy catholıc Church 15 the CONSTEC-gatlion of elected, qll who WerTe from the beginning of the WOTr
wh ATe an will be tOo the end, from bel tOo the last righteous MNan.
Her branches Spread Out all OVer the WOT. her number an
4are known tO God alone. "

hen 0151 Lord Jesus Wäas as DYy the Sadducees Oou the C i
rection, he shocked them ıth the WOord of God of Abraham, Isaac
and aCco God 1s nOot God of the dead but of the living; for hiım all
AaTrTe alıyve". hıs wWword remaıns shocking ın WOT. where ea always

tOo have the last ord. At the ame time ıt 15 Oord of com{ifort
and SOUNd of triumph , of Christ's trıumph , putting fresh ear intn
all ose wh: have accepte Christ their Savlour. For hım all AL’E alıve
the apostles and martyrs, the eachers and pastors of the Church,
Augustine an enedict, yrı and Methodius, John Hus and Comen1us,
Luther an Bach, q ll the mlssionaries of the renewed Moravlan Church,
the and INe  —; wh dedicated their lıves to the Sspreading of the
Gospel, all the mothers and fathers wh transmitted the heritage of
al to They 4are part of the Church universal, NnOTt "they were '
but "they are”.

We 4aTrTe ın Communlon ıth the Church triumphant. hen praisethe Lamb wh Wäas slaın, theyvy sing ıth ın the heavenly cChorus.
hen struggle ıth temptations and dıfficulties, they Ar presentıth eır intercession. hat 15 point ? To promote Church historyın QOu Moravıan congregations? I should be appyYy ıf COuU do thıs,because it 1s wonderful thing to elive deeply ın history, CAa.  —
learn lot of it But this 15 not the VerV poin Do want tO create

Ne doctrine of Salınts? Surely not, ir there 15 an idea  — of adoration
and buillding of altars mı however, that ave made for private
us:  D Moravlan annlıversary calendar, and failrly often have look at
it 25 1r  aV raugott Bachmann, 0)01 of the first M1S-
sionaries ın anganyika. D ar of the hourly intercession ın
Herrnhut IET and anniıversary of the ea of Luise VO  - Hayn, lea-
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der of the single sisters qgl errnhut, poetess of "Jesus makes ear
rejolce. ” ea of br 1as, ON  D of the fathers of the ohemlan
yTeiIhren ın the 15th CeEHTUEYV. 1 ohannes Christian Erhardt, eims-
Ma  } of the vessel "Irene", er landing the aDrador cCoast 1492
Was MUTrdere ıth S1X fellow TeinNnren know, all ese people
ave ou 200 of them ın cCalendar WEeT’C sınners, sinners, however,
under the ra and forg1veness of God and thus capable of commit-
ting hemselves to the Servıice of the Lord ın hıs Church

SO thiıs 1Ss point let take serlously the Communlon ıth the
Church around the throne of the Lamb, the ONneness of the Church
militant and the Church triumphant . Our fathers ure WeTe

of this connection ıth the "heavenly congregation" (obere
Gemeine). We Ar’e ın danger of losing this CONsSClousness. But theo-
logy 1C ın fact deniles neglects this wholeness of the Church
universal nas lost dimension indispensable tO theology. And church
iıch tries tOo CODE ıth the contemporary challenges of the WOT ıth
the help of medicine, psychology and Soclolog'vy , and 1C 155 UunCONSCIOUS
of ıts OW spırıtual SOUT’CES and roots, ıll 1010)8!1 ATr Y and wıther It
has been and 11l be the Spirit of God, wh resuscitates the urc
the spirit of love and ea  9 of prayer and adoration, and not OUu
actlions and DTrOgTrammes

Having sald this, ıt 1s NECESSALTVYV tOo Sa V the following : the Moravlan
Church its pilgrimage 15

Challenged DYy the World’'s ee and Dangers
The WOTLr disrupted und frightened, alarmed DY the threat of at0O0-
mM1C destruction, lack of essentilal reSources, viliolence of armles and of
terrorists, this, our world, badly needs help from anybody wh Ca  ®} help
ın an WAaV Should not disciples of merciful Lord be onNng the
first who 4Ar e ready tO SNOW ry, toO g1ve effective help wherever it
1s needed? In the round of the Unitw" read,; "Jesus Christ ma1ın-
tains iın love and faiıthfulness hi1is commıtment tO this fallen WOT. ere-
fore We must remaın concerned for thiıs WOT We INa Y nNnOot wıthdraw
from ıt through indifference, prıde Dap- - Z We have LO struggle
for ca  9 for humane conditions of lıfe , oge  er ıth er Christ1-
an  N and Ven ıth people of er relig10ns i1deolog1les. And of Yl

this 1s not Contirary the spiritual life, to the worship of the
Church; it 1s part of the Christlan worship It 15 the ame Holy SDIP-

1t who kındles ou hearts to adore the Lord, IO sing Halleluja , an
who inflames IO N1ive qss1ıstance to [NE&  . iın despair to SNOW Sol1-
darıty ıth diserimıinated people not only 1ın er countries Dut 1rs of
al ın OUu OW neighbourhood. "T"O W1  TAaW from this WOT through
indifference, pride fear,”" ın  9 that 15 real temptation for Man y
of OUu church members, sometimes also for ıIn church admıniıistration.
We have to deal lot wit "internal affairs”, ıth dogmatic and lıturgi-
cal questions, ıth church constitution and church finances. We work
ıIn rut. an the real WOT. around gyets out of sig. Even or
than this eccles1liastical mole mentality 15 the pride of the sectarlan:

ON of 3  T  ren, 1le the godless WOT (1 John 3199 lies
ın the o  _ of the eviıl üNe, why should irty an ıth
the affairs of this world? The Moravilan Church partly stems from the
pletistic mOovement ıth emphasis persona. sanctification. Pıetism
lays StIress Paul's admonition not to De conformed LO thiıs WOT. Dut
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tO be transforme DYy the renewal of OUu mind (Rom 12725 hıs trans-
formation however does not bring Christlans into gyhetto. Sanctifica-
t1ıon 15 primarily lıving ın this WOT ıth transforme attıtudes tO
people, to politics, LO CCONOIMIVY , renewed ın OU hearts DYy the love and
CYVY of Jesus, DYy the dynamic hope of the Holy SDITIE, know NOW
dıfficult it 15 to aCT react Church sSma Church lıke QUTS

1ın the network of present political and economıc OWETrS. Sometimes
INa Y deceive Ourselves Oou Ou  — mot1ives. Do really listen to

Ou  — Master's VOolce when, ın SYNOd, take 1SLT1INC moral stand-
poin DAass resolution polıtical question? Or AVU’C merely
parrots of VerYy profane prophets, victims of blased information? Who
Ca  — claiım to have the true erspective through ql OSe oOusands of
Varlous details 1C form the intricate lıfe of U sSocjietles? To ©1°  H— 15
human. Should that be 1’e4S0ONMN enough to De s1ilent? Sometimes it INa y
be wise LO SaYy nothing, especlally hen KNOW OUu information 15
nOot suffilecient. Surely it 15 not the task of the Church tOo ake COM -
ments q ll current events. But ıf ant to Christ ın the
ea of hıs rethren, ust not be silent ın of oOppression,
of violence agalinst the weak and the DOOF . Ihe Church nas o De the
volce of the volceless. erever it 15 poss1i  e; have tO ldentify
the evıls vıl miılıtarısm , apartheıld, economı1ıcCc Uurce, unemploy-
ment, violation of human rights. 1f it 15 true and 1ın 1t's true
that ce.g In 1980 Jamalca had tO DaYy for Canadlan LtraCciors TeEe and

half times uch ug it had to DaYy ın 1966, ust sa thiıs
1s evıl. 1f only half of the NEeEWS Oou oppression and Tterror 1n El
alvador 1s true, have al eas IO CXDTeESS OUu CONCEeTrN for the
people and the church ın that COUNIFY and to DIPaVy for them hen
SE  D iın OUu COUN(ITFrY, atheistic 1deolog'y maintainıng the INONODO-
1y of STate sSschools and all schools A schools have IO
ark thıs clearly V1l And

TOo pillory political opponents 15 of COUT’'SE nNnOot hat regard to be
OUu task Christlans ere AV’ LOO INan Y calumnı1es and ere 15 LOO
much scandal-mongering 1ın the Nass med1a should help people tO DreE-
e not destroy their honour and digni1ıty. Our 1g against the
evıls mentioned before ıll only OV to bDe uthentic when ar  D
ready take risks an to 1L00Se OMle of OUu  — advantages. We ın kurope
Ca  —_ declare OUu solidarity ıth OSe who 1g agalinst apartheıd, and
thiıs world-wıde solidarıty INa Y help lıttle But the 1sk 15 nNnOot OQOUTS,
and S! ere 1ll remaın OMeEe uncertainty whether ere 15 realıty
ın OUu catchphrases. In the Moravlan Church ıth 1ts manıfold
connections between ou and or est and East have chance

gyet closer tOo the eal Ccircumstances of U sısters TO  ers
1ın er parts of the WOT Before udging, C  - lListen to hat they
tell Ou their SOT’TOWS and difficulties, their Joys and opes do
not know whether thıs niıty YynNo ıll PFreEDATE INESSaEC sSoc1lal
and political 1Ssues. If it does, hope it ıll be the result of OU
attentive lıstening tO ONM another, not merely Compromise CC
monplace sStatements DYy majorıity. We ar  D here 19} lısten tOo WOord
and to each er and then, 1f find togetherness ın the nıty of
the Holy Spirit , to Sa y WOTd 1C mig be helpful to others hen

spea ust not take tO00O much into cons1ıderation the powerful
ın thıs WOT. gr ıth Jurgen oltmann's wWwords (in speech ın
Nairobl "Both s1des ın the sSoclal and political confliecets of OU
time consıder the Christlans 1n eır m1 unreliable, and S! ın

WaY , they Are, Christlans fight the unjust eaders, the racısts, the
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exploiters. But they 11l not OW themselves to be tempted DYy ate
and terrorısm. They ıll NnOot OW the adversarles tO determine and
dictate the battleplan they AaTrTe LO follow it has IO be, they ca  -

only entier into the demonic V1IC1IO0US circle of vliolence tO 1& vlolence,
because they CAa.  — do er hat they really StTan for 1s tO OVe
OMlle and to destroyvy the demonic VICIOUS cırcle, and not IO promote E
'To take thıs stan tO act and spea 11 this passlon for a  9 ıll
not yle uch applause. Peacemakers 4are often suspected of beeing
partısans of the respective €  Vy- So Ou  — action and passlıon for
C INa Y result ın suffering, participation ın Christ's OW. Passlon.
The church ın this WOT cannot exist without the authentic sıgn of
the Cross. T church which does not sufiffer m1ısses Out something
essentilal tOo the nature of the church. esmon utiu

1:Ne Moravlan Church 1n itself ın VeLrY different CULTUFAL; soclal ,
political sıtuatlions. atever the conditions ın which lıve, u OTd
and Chief er 1Ss the Same , and his love tO and OUu ellowmen 15
the ame, {t 1Ss the ame Spirit wh makes sensitive and inventive.
Wherever lıve, JesSus Christ sends tO OSe wh 4Te iın physi-
cal spiritual need tOo help them O perhaps, to suffer ıth them

concluding this SEeCONd polnt DYy quoting pasSssage firom
of the Church Message" IO the 1980 ynNo of the Ameriıcan Southern

Provınce: Y'If the Church of the 1980's 15 tO experience genulne
ql 1n spirıt and m1sslion, 1t must become MOTEe aggressive Church
The people who need. God’s love and salvatıon and wholeness of lıfe
arTe Out ere next door around the OC We Moravlan
Church of the 1980's mMUuSt to them and invite them to become Men-

We cannot find OU fulfıllmen exclus1-bers of the BOody of Christ
vely wıthin the bounds of arroW loyalty attempt it

self-destruct The Church, havıng experlenced the discernment
of splırıtual oe1ftS, ust INOV e out iıth OUu  — committe gyifted people into

frightened, uncertain, eTY, hungry, sick, gyreedy, DOOT , thirsty
WOT.

In Fellowshiıp ıth er Pilgrims
hiıs 1S5 the ecumenical chapter of speech. Fellowsh1ıp ıth all OSe
who adore the name of OUu OTd that has been OIl of the essentilals
of Moravlanısm TOM the time of the Bohemlan Teihnren nıty ıth all
Wn 4AV’E ren of the ame father and Te  ren and sisters of JeSus

this clear an simple, sometimes. But en have the
feeling that ere 15 nothing MOTE intricate than the matter of-
nısm Problem upon problem, the tO uniıty blocked DYy 1IrFreVvo-
ca convictions, DYy inflexible institutions, by ecclesiological sophism
ıth financilal background. veryone who 15 1ın leading position ın
an Church 1s involved ın thiıs labyrinth. To close OU CVES to the
fact that tOO ar part of the problem of denominationalism WOU
make it Or Of COUTSE Aal’e not the people wh COU ake
VeETrYVy important contributions tO the ork of speclalists ecumenical
theological questions. But Ca  ; how OUu ODECENNECS 1n all negotlations
Owards MOTeEe cooperation the 0Ca and reglona evel, lıke COMIMMON

ministry ıth another 0Ca. congregation, lıke the Church ovenan
ın rıtain. Our should not only be shown ın places where
AaV’e ın weak position and need another LO lean agaınst but
STl IMNMOTEe where arTe ın the position of comparatıvely strong Partr
ner
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Fellowship ong Christlans and churches es place wıthin and
Oout of reach of the OT Counecıil of urches SO have, and 11l
have, fellow pilgrims ONg ose who Support and Oose who OD DOSC
the WCC understan: OMe of the 1LEe4SONS 1C are g1iven for the
ars erıtic1sm against the Counecil ın Geneva and ıts polıcy But
SaVvy frankly that 1ın VIeEeW Ost of the erıtie1sm from ong
information misinterpretation. OWever do not SCece another inter-
denomiıinational body which has worked hard ın theory and action,
without E  cl  ng exclusive rights, for the unity of Christlilans an
churche hope that the Moravıan Church ıll De able LO play
OUu iım1ıted role 1ın the grea cConcert of churches ın the future
OUu fathers have done ın the past

In the present situation baptısm and eucharist aTe f eruclal impor-
tance. "We WEeTI'e all baptise into ONM body” (1 Cor S5aysS Paul,
"and qll partake of OIl bread" (1 Cor hıs 15 simple and
clear agaln. ere 15 substantlally onl1y 0)]81 baptısm 1ın whatiever deno-
mınation. ere 15 0)61 TEa and wıne ın the Lord's Supper, because
1t 15 the body of Christ broken for and n1ıs 00 shed for

And yet Christendom 15 divided at the Lord's In spiıte of qall
the and studies which have shown far-reaching conformity 1ın the
theological understanding of baptism and eucharist, ere 15 only SIow

ın mutual recognition of the LWO sacraments, nNnot to spea. of
the mattier of ministry. Some 15 D i ago the OT Couneil of urcnes
published authorized "One Baptism, One Eucharıiıst, One
inistry”", which sSseemed tO reak-through OWAards INOTEe viısıble
unity. Theologlans of Very different traditions had found uch
agreement that indeed the OoOneness prevailled OVEeT' the dissimilarity ,
wıthout concealing dıifferent positions. In the meantime have got the
impression that , like ın former times, the confessional pecullarities and
contrasts ave ralsed their ead Moreover, 1915 mMmOovements within the
Churcnhnes ave brought fresh spirıtual impetus Dbut ın Several places
1Iso Caused Ne division.

You NOW that have before proposals baptism, Christlan
educatlon, membership 1ın the church Dealing ıth ese matters,
ave ecumenical responsiIlbility . HOow Ca  } mailintain the biblical OT1e@e-—
ness of baptism (Eph E ın aCcCccordance ıth the tradition of ost
of the "old m churches, wıthout defending the misuse of "automatiece"
baptısm of all children ın pseudo  —  /  hristian socliety?How Ca  . clear-

1y condemn re-baptism disregard of OW actlion ın the
baptısm of infants and at the ame time embrace Ou Baptist TeiIhNren
and others Wwn: 4arTe Not yet able to recognize the "sprinkling of infants"

baptısm? Our forthcoming decislons ıll be eps of speclal impor -
ance the Moravlan pilgrimage.

In Expectation of the Lord’s Kingdom
The Ord 15 King. He reigns OVer the WOT and OVer the church His
realm 15 not only Canaan, but gyp and the desert and the Red Sea
His o prevaills, not through guns [11OT° dıplomacy Hıs Spirit
operate ıth the armour of love and Vy and charity. We Ca  —; SE
the S1IgNSs of the Kingdom: JOVy an forgiveness, fellowship and Drayer
We Se:  D ese SiIgNs, thankfully and surprised, within and outside OUu
church boundaries. The Lord 15 presen(, he the ole WOT ın
his an One of the rea eachers of OoOu church, John MOS ome-
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n]lus, has STIresse thıs 1C2. TU God’s creation and preservation
D0€CSs O: and the salvatıon Centiere ın Christ, ın his erucifixion and
resurrection, 15 effective IOr the indıvıdual an for soclety, for
the believers an for the others God’'s love 1Ims at the ole of MNan-
ınd

But lıve ın paradoxical, not ın paradislaca WOT hat
experlence NO S1IeNS of the Lord's Kıngdom, 15 only the pledge

of hat 15 LO ome., "Now See onliy puzzling reflections ın MIrror,
but then shall S!  D ace to ace" C Kor We look forward
tO the consummation of the WOT The time of 15 passıng, the
time of Sion 15 coming. to1l and trıbulation , and tumult of her War,
she wailts the consummatıon of CcaCcC for evermore." ng Hymn o0k

hıs NCSSapc of the coming Christ , the Prince of Peace, 15
integra: part of OUu faıth and preaching. We cannot be satısfied ıth

immanent eschatology. Revolution an evolution INa be instruments
of the Lord to push forward hıs plan But man-made PTrOSgrFamMeSs 4atre
not capable of shaping the NnNe WOT. Our hope 1Ss Christ himself

To preach apocalyptic exX from John's Revelation Danıiel 15
of COUTSE dangerous. We INaYy fall into exegetical Traps and tell dreams
of U  — fantasy nstead of interpreting 's Oord. do not 1ın
have to palint the colours of the hnell to write calendar of the
coming ar ıth the stations the Wa tO the Last Judgement . But

have IO proclaım Jesus Christ the ploneer and perfecter of Ou
faith I2 3 and a1S0 the perfecter of the WOT In this

4Al’E perfectionists, and only ın this e‘, We cannot imagine the
&107y of the ne Heaven an the EW ar and the simıles and images

draw ın Oou SEeTMONS arTe DOOTL attempts to esCrıibe the indeseribable
May OUu Moravlan Church be an become praising church, full of

hope, walkıng forward. Whether the name "Moravian" ill last untiı the
Lord 1S5 not important. hat matters 15 that the HC His
Body, remaıns together ıth the Head; that the Church, the rıde,
llves ın Joyful expectation of her Husband In this Church accept
the water of lıfe, free oift tO qll who desire it Revelation 22) day
DYy day And look forward, callıng: Come, Lord Jesus!
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