
"Unity“. Philipplans 1—11

DYy OTOtLNeaAa Moreton

WOU lıke tO look at u subject nıty under Tee headıings
The first of ose VOou 111 find ave en TOM verse of thiıs
chapter, and that 15 nıty of position 1ın Christ The SeCONd poln
1s en from 2! an that 1Ss nlty of Purpose for Christ The
last 0)el 15 ın nity of pattern lıke Christ

Now that 1S5 VvVeErYy simple. hat 15 the WAaV ın 1C the Lord spoke
to roug this DASSsSage, when egan tOo look qat it er had
received the letter TYTOMmM brother Bintz And hope that under
ese Tee eadings yOoUu tOO ıll find somethings to help yVou in VOUT
christlan life

nıty of Position in Christ
We AaTre talkıng lot OUu unity ese days We do 1t almost ın VerV
er sentence. But ust SaYy , SOMECONE, sometime during the SYNO'
(and it 1S Dbetter gl the beginning) SOMmMeONeEe ust Sayvy ere 15
ground for unity amongS unless are ın Christ

We aTe VerYy varlıed selection of people; from EKast and West, from
or and ou We AT’e of Man y different CoOlours: yellow , call
ourselves whıite, brown and aCcC We Spea. Man y different anguages;
ere 1S nothing at al 1C. uniıtes unless aTe iın Christ.

ant tOo be Dbold enough to Say that ven calling ourselves Mora-
vlans 111 not uniıte u unless are ın Christ You KNOW , hen
Paul WTrOtie TO ese people ın chapter D ın 1! VOoU have h ım
speaking of VOUFF life 1ın Christ But 1f yOoUu look back (and mMUust SaVYy ,

ave TI1Ie tO confine my self tO Bible references from this ONM  D etter)
iın chapter E 1‚ VOou ıll find another interesting ıng 1C Paul
SavysS OUu Ou  — position Christlans He writes to ese people ın
1l1pp1, and he Says tO them , tO od’s people, salınts, ın Philippi,1ın Christ NOw find this VerYy interesting, because ere Paul SNOWS

that all have geographical position an splıritual position.
hen Paul Wäas writing to ese people, he Wäas writing to 1rs

generation Christlans. wonder 1f an ON‘ of 155 first eNnera-tion Christlan? a OST of ave Oome TOM Christlan familles ,
at eas 0)01 LWO generations back

But ese people WeTe all 1rs generation Christlans They had
nothing of Christlan tradition behind them, have. Ihey had
nothing at all which uniıted them. Ihey consisted of slaves, and ree
INeN, remarkable barrier indeed. 1ın are quite unable IO
understan hat it meant for free Ma  —_ IO be able to Spea. to
slave qua. terms, ın Christ We Just do not know hat it ecan
But ere WerTe free [Ne  —_ and slaves, educate people and uneducate:
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people, Jews and gentiles. galn, do not think OC  $ begin tO COM-—
prehend hat it meant for Jew and gentile ın the time of the earlychurch, to De able to sıit down together an DTaYVy and share the ord
of God But Paul COU. write to ese people, all ese dıfferent SOTIS
of people, and he COU. write IO them in Philippi 1ın Christ Jesus!

Now that 15 marvelous ing hope that sıt together,
LOO Ca  an ear the OTrd of God coming IO u and sayıing tOo Vou 1n
Bad oll ın Christ ; tO VOou 1ın 1abora ın Christ ; to ere 110
iın errnnu ın Christ But f COUTSE, it 1s NnOot just matter of ONCe
eing ın Christ Our eing ın Christ 1s5 welling place, isn't ıt? Do
yVou know that ord "to dwell" “ It an you Stay pl'lt ,
VOoUu do not [NOVEe. And Ssometimes find that have, 1F Vou like, a  Q
testimony ; Can spea Oou wondertful times of essing, hen
WCTIC, ın fact , in Christ. Now He ıll let hat 15 His
OTrd to u and Hıs ord Ca  } be rusted But sometimes MOVe
lıttle bıt aWAaV f{rom Hım, perhaps Decause get S00d ideas of OUu  —+
OW which ar  ® not His And AaATe in Stiaie of disobedience, and

Ssomehow IMOVeEe Out from Him Sometimes, then aVvVe to SaV , "Yes
1ın Christ, but not closely OoONnCe was." And ave to

STOpP and ın and repent, and get rıg back ere
It 1s another marvellous ıng LO0O, that a.  oug. are e-

renti, and have Nan y dıifferent backgrounds, for example Oost of
the pastors here ave infinitely [NOTEe training than have, but do
not ın that matters One ıng do NOW 1S, that a  oug ere
are Nan y WaYsS of coming to Christ, really basıcally ere 1s Oonly
0)e1  D Wa We Omne repentant sinners ın need of the al Of God
We used tO SaV hen W&a  N 1ın Tanzanla something lıke this The
ground at the foot of the 15 eve We all OMIMe the ame
ground. hat 1S5 rig  E isn't it 5o, unity of position ın Christ

Oome of have lot of 1C AT} mig 0as ell ith-
Out takıng an er human examples, ın ust Just [NOV e
LO S and SE  D that testimony of Paul himself For he had

eal of 1C he COuU OaSti; his educatlon, hiıs birth, his CX De-rlence, h1ıs zeal, hıs enthuslasm for keeping the Law
But Paul himself had to ome tOo the place where he WOU ake

ıt WEeTE, crediıt balance account. And the 0)81 iıde Vou ave it
ere ın he writes OWN all the things 1cC before he Wäas in
Christ, counted for much for him, hıs education. We Ca  - look qgl
the things he Wäas trueblooded Israelıte, Hebrew, an
And all ese WeT’e thing's 1C matitiere much to ım, then he
SaVSs, HI met Chris You ave iıt ere in He Savys that all
OoOSse things counted gaın profit, Dut aWaVYV , consider them
[NeTe refuse, ın order that May be oun ın Him! It's marvellous.
ın sometimes get lıttle Z that We Sa y HI have een chosen
to tO nıty YNo therefore And immediately INOVeEe out from
that position f being ın Christ, an dependent solely Hım We Sayvy"I ave been chosen for further education" an INOVE aWäaYV . ın
this 15 0)01  4>) of Man y lessons egan to learn hen I first went to East
Africa Dbecause sSsometimes things werTrTe not quite they should be, and
sometimes work that Wäas oing Wa  N not blessed ın the WAaYy ope it
ou be And WOU a1ıt back an have lıttle arguments ıth myselfan SaV , f can't be fault here have ome here. My
parents aTrTe m1ssilonaries.,. And Wäas senlor student at college." And

WOU. And it took OMeEe time before the Aifrıcan TeiINren
were able tO help LO SEee something of the TU of Phiıl that all
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ese things 1C feel 4ar g00d 1’e450115 for God choosing
er all , INCAanN , ere and He nas chosen and almost
Sa y "He nas g00d sense." But All ose things lay asıde and

1n Christ
take hold of just this 0)81  D ing', u  — unity of position, that AVU’C

finısh this 1Irs part of OUu sStu DV copying OUu Continen-
tal reihren, and sayıng "Dear reihnren and sisters." Do nOot Dbey-
ond this poin unless VOoUu AaATe absolutely UT that VOU arl’e ın Christ
Nat wonderiful ing 1f nıty YynNo COU be fOor SOM ECONe the time
for getting ere

QUu congregation ql Leominster ave 0)81 member , NO
committee member , wh: Wäs brought ın the chuürch and who taught
ın the Sunday School One ycar sh Wa  N elected to to the Provın-
clal Yyno And ere ın the Provınclal yno during the Holy Com-
munlon servıice, sh SUu:  enlily realized hat it 15 to be Christlan.
And ere and then;, quietly , without telling an yoNn«ec, sh. became
Christian. She ent into Christ sn' it marvellous?

NOw let INO VE But should nOot really [NOVEe wıthout sayıng
that do not know where yOoUr Philipp1i IS and do not know hat
difficulties yOour hilıppı brings yOU. For ese people eır Philippi1ı
brought them Man y dıfficulties, because they lived in non-christlan
culture They had ql the TeSSureSs Ö WOT. agalinst them
1ın hilıppı ın the time Paul WTrotfe ÜST have been something lıke

OUu  — COUNIIFY NOW , where the moral lıfe has gone far We Sa Vy 10)09153
times that AaTe living ın post-christlan Sr7aä, and that have tO

back tO eing m1iısslonarles. Some of VOU, perhaps, lıve In OT
trles where it 15 ın fact VerYy dıffıcult IO be Christlan. Well , ere
agaln, WOU think that it 15 when Al ın Christ, 1C 15 er
all position ö safety, a  oug not of safety from worldly trlals and
TrOouDbles, that when you CAa. almost feel the hot breath of the tempter
rig tOo yOU, it 15 then that yVou Ca  - begın to understan something
of hat Ou LOrd went through at Calvary And that 15 something 1C
Paul WTOLTLEe about 9a1SO 1n this letter OoOu knowing the fellowshiıp of
h1ıs sufferings. However, that 1S another thought.

Paul's 1l1ıpp1 he wrote this letter Wa  N Roman prison. Not DEr
haps VerYvy pleasan and for Na of Paul's emperament, ON WOU
ın tremendous frustration But 11O he 15 writing gems lıke this
50, uniıty of position , ın Chrıiıst

nıty of Purpose for Christ Verse
Paul for h1s people that they May be of ONe mind. Now agaln ,
yYOou mig SaY , "Here ar’e at Unity YNOo Of COUTSE AaTe of
ON  D mind.”" Well, sSe  D the eek goes whether ar  D
of ON mınd Let beware though, Oou the things that do divıde

es, the WaYy Vyou do thing ın VOUT Proviınce WOU not work ın
OUTS. The Wa Seti OUu things just WOU. not do for you But
basıcally Ou DUFrDOSC mMust be the ame to urther the DUrDOSEe of
Christ hıs morning ın OUu ext ear somethings Oou sanct1-
lcatlon, becoming INOTE lıke Hım , and that 1Ss perhaps, Hıs
first DUrDOSC. We think that His 1rs PUrDOSC 15 that should make
Leominster congregation gYrOoOW un have 350 members. But N
do not 77 that 1Ss TYT1IST'S 1rs DUrDOSE, 1ın that might become

problem LO Perhaps then mig really begıin to SaVy Hwe ave
g00d on  '4 here!"
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But Christ's DUTFrDOSC 15 IO change u and tO ake lıke Him
And Hiıs purpose : Ior church 15 that should present H ım
and Hıs claims to the WOT. in 1C Live.

Sometimes of COUT’SEC get bit tied ıth OUu OW projects.
Perhaps VOU ant to ul. ou Hostel Or you ant tOo have
Nne Provınce. Or yVoUu want to recruit ten 111e candıdates for the
inıstry this Vcar

Sometimes ese ideas aTr’e not just directly from OU.  — Ord and
Ca  — quickly turn aWAa Y from this path But basically ust ave
ONn PUrpOSC, and that 15 to be fOor Christ He SaVy S here, doesn!'t he,
that should nNnOot ave an selfish ambiıtlilons. NOw that 15 dıfficult
ONe, Agaın ave had it ın OUu  H readıngs. We ave had the disc1ıples,
grumbling amongst hemselves LO wh Was the greatesti. 1T 15 ST1

problem, isn't it Sometimes find ourselves doing things ın order
tO advance 0191 OW persona. But that 15 not unıty of DUTrDOSC,.
hat 15 not eing , living for Christ We INay ave all SOrts of abılı-
ties. But VOU know, OUu  — abıiliıties 4are use ail all ın the Servıce of
God, unless AV’C avallable to him And WOU put that another
WaY , and SaVy that Ou  H— OTd 15 not uch intereste 1n u abilıties

1ın OUuU availlabiılıty . He F:  - do far MOTE ıth 1ay preacher, wh:'
15 100 for Christ, preaching sıimple MESSaLC, then he COU. do ıth
all the iıne eoOlogy of ON wh 1S , Savy ın England, "preaching
ıth VIEeW We do not do it ın the Moravl]lan Church, Dut in OMe
denominatlions VOoU do "preach ıth view " YOou to place, and
you preach yYyOoUr best SCXrMON , 1n the hope that the members the
elders, the Church ommittee, wiıll SaV , "There's fine ONne.,.
have him

NoO, unilıty of PUurpOoOSec for Christ
ave ın book, note book into 1C. write erses 1C

have helped TOM time tOo time, hymn OUnNn hile Wäas at col-
lege do not know who wrote it:; but it Says thıs

Al for Jesus, All for Jesus
All being's ransomed OWEeTS
All oughts and wWwords and actlions
All days and all hours.
1iet an perform His bidding
Let feet ru iın Hı WaYyS.
Let mıne CeVES SE  ® Jesus only
Let 11ps spea. or His praise.

And it BOCS O, but that 15 enough.
nity of DUTrDOSEC for Christ

nıty of Pattern Liıke Christ
dress maker. lıke to make OW clothes But 1f had to

make dresses for you ladies, WOU. eed varıety of patterns,
because yOoU Al’e all shapes and S1zes. But it 1S not that Sort of pat-
tern aTrTe inkıng of here. We aTe nNnOot talkıng OUu Outward
likeness. hat AaT’e talkıng ou 15 that something 1C 15 Very
difficult to desecribe. Fullerton had word, "Christily:'. ave

read it anywhere else. But ıt 15 that indefinable something 1C
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yVOou take ıth you hen yVoOUu around, and 1C makes er people
Say o Christilan". The Tanzanlans have expression
Mungu" 1C lıterally translated IN&  . of God But it doesn't
just [NeEANMN that; it lot INOTE then that It ean SOMEONE who
nas the of Christ, 1f you lıke, family ıkeness. hıs 15 hat

ATrTe er here. unıty of pattern liıke Christ Verse here
SayS "The attıtude VOoU should ave 15 n 0)81  D that Christ Jesus
We ave it ın er English translations, this mind be 1ın yOou
1C Wa  N also ın Christ Jesus .." And hOow does iıt He

lıttle [0101 ecoming servanıt, lıttle ou humllity , OUu obe-
dience. But all the time it 15 OWNWAaT ladder and it goes down to
the place of ea nNnot just ea W SUDDOSC, all hope tOo die ,
peacefully , 1ın bed, ıth perhaps wife husband holding OUu hand,

just wiping OUu  — ead But N ea Cross, which 1sS
something find Very hard tOo 1ın about, vVery hard Ven to begın
IO understan:

eing DOOT 11l not necessarily ake VOoUu lıke Christ, arn [NOT’E than
being rich ıll ake yVou un-christlike Ihe {wO do not fıit together
automatically at all But it 15 something of hıs self-emptying, delıbe-
rately layıng asıde glory 1C W&a  N His DYy rig but 1C for OUu  —
sakes He Was prepare LO 1ay asıde. And that 155 gyrea ing He
did Nnot think that He ust remaın equa ıth GOod, but of His OW Tree
ıll He gave aqall that He had

We sometimes use the expression "free-will offerings",. Sometimes ın
OUu church have cConcert of christlan music, and then take
free-will offering for the ork of the Soclety something lıke
that hat people give hat they want. It 15 not taX,
ticket price, Dut people gy1ive hat they ant:

think sometimes hold tightly tOo the things 1C OO
sider to be OoOu rights, Ou privileges, that the Ord almost has to
force OUu fingers ODeN to gyet from the things that He wants.
OQur rights- My rights. The right LO choose OW friends, the rıg
tOo live where choose to live, the rig to the congregation
choose, the rıg LO STay ere long ant. ese are the SOTrIS
of things that affect ın 0191  — Proviınce.

But have to SaV , "No, going to Dbe Z Christ DYy Hıs
C do it DYy myself. going freely &ive,

do not think you CR  j really ake sacrifice for the Lord, but
sometimes hen do not let Him have hat He wants, it starts to
feel liıke sacrifice. But when He has all that ere 15 of u then
ere 15 of sacrifice, but just tremendous of Dr1iv1i-
lege, ın eing able to oy1ve, not Just Hım of COUTSE, but to an  ®
another For U OTd ent down, and down, and down, didn!'t He
He OIfende: the important people of His time, the ones Oou whom He

ın that Wäas 0)81  D of the times OUu  —$ OTrd Wäas jJoking, when He
talked Oou the people wh the front sSealis, and wh ent OUu
ın elr beautiful long robes, and took the best sSeats ın the SYyNago-
gues

Ihey did not lıke to ear that , Dbut the ordinary people 1ı1stene ıth
gladness tO hat Qu  —+ Ord sald. They COU equate ıth Him

Ihey COuUu understan lıttle [NOTeEe.
It STI1L. offends people, doesn't ıt? We still find OoOurselves enjoyıng the

privileges of position. But aTrTe Brethren's Church We WeTe told
this morning DYy Dr Potter that ave this amp Good gladhe sald it ın sometimes eed to ave iıt lıttle NOTE definitely,
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that find AaATrTe becoming [NOTE lıke Christ have sald and
repeat, OUu Lord's umilıty had nothing to do ıth His DOVerty Of
COUTSE NOW that He 1Ve VerYy DOOL lıfe, and NONMNE of WOU.
lıke tOo lıve at the StTtandar:! al 1C He 1ve: do not SUPPDPOSE that
ere 15 an yone here who lıves quits ın the Wa u Lord 1ve had
the privilege to the Holy Land last VCar, jJust for few
weeks. And this Wa  N ON of the things that struck IN the er OVePr-
Ly 1C OUu OTrd must have experlenced. We NOW hNOow He talked
Oou having home, and But His humilıty Was Somewhere
else , wasn't it?

Let just Sa V thıs It 155 u business to humble Ourselves tO be
obedient wnatfever He m1ig call to be for Him

ere 1S interesting thing here ın Sa y ust umb-
le ourselves. In 1ıt SaysS "For thiıs 1L’CeAasSONMN God raised Him the
highest place above." want to SaVvy thıs It 15 Ou  — business humble
ourselves, and en Just eing OoDedien IO the Lord 1S [NOTEe humilia-
ting than anything Ise (  - 1ın of But it 15 place to ralse

Now NOW ere 1S cComparison between the WaYy ın 1C God
ralised u  — Lord an BaVe Hım Name which 15 above ery NnName , and
the WaYy ın which He Ca 1f He chooses raise ın OMNle Wa But
let just ake ure that 1f are "raised", 1it 15 DYy the Lord and
nOot Just DYy OIle persona manıpulation 1C ave managed for
ourselves

1f Ou Lord has higher D'  ıt  n for He Ca.  - Show the WaY
He Ca  } direct er people, that they know He chooses He Ca
then equ1p to do the ork He wants tO do

hope you all have honest TEe  ren and sisters ın yOUr fellowships,
or perhaps you have usbands and wiıfes wn will Sa y tO VOou hen
yYyOoUu become rather un-christly, "Sister , 15 that hat Vou really meant
tO say?" You kKkNnOW all eed help lıke this, get rather Out
of the WaYy sometimes.

One last ing to finish In 0)01 of OUu  H— churches ın the British Pro-
vince, hen 0)01 goes into the pulpit to preach the Sermon, one's
attention 1S drawn tOo Sma brass plate, and it ese words; "”Sir,

WOU SE@eeEe Jesus." You NOW where oSse WOTrdsS ame from. The
first time ent to preach 1ın that church, INan y ar ago NOW ,
ent into the pulpit , and sat down Sa y Drayer, and opened

CVes and Sa ose words. You Know, ave forgotten it
It 1s marvellous ing to remember hen you StTan to preach,
those Of VOU wh aTe ministers and pastors, that 15 hat people ant
to 566 , 1f you like, to hear. They aTrTe not interested ın hat VOou
have ın your ead They ant that, above all , Show them Jesus
Christ. SIr, WOU See Jesus. hat 15 the famıly ikeness, isn't?

ant to finish ıth another 1C ave turned IO Man y tımes,
1C 15 written this pPpassage, and which ca  - SU. hat ave
been thinking Oou

Vay the mınd of Christ Savlor,
Live ın from day to day
By His love and o controlling
All do and SaVy

109



May the ord of God we richly
In ear i{rom OUTr LO OUT
SO that all MaYy SCEC trıumph
Only through Hıs o  °
Mavy the ca of God Father
ule lıfe in everything.
hat MaYy be alm to comfort
Sıck and sorrowing
VMay the love of Jesus L 1ill
ÄAs the waters fıll the SCcCHa,
Hım exalting, self abasıng,
hıs 15 Victory
May Pı the aCcCe before
Strong an brave IO face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus
As onward
May the beauty rest upon
As ceek the lost to WI1N
And INay they forget the channel
Seeing only Hım
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