
Eın besonderer Höhepunkt der Synode Wäar gleich Begınn der
Besuch VO  — Dr Potter, Generalsekretar des Okumenischen ates, der

erstien Arbeitstag spontan die Gelegenheit einer ängeren Aus-
sprache wahrnahm. Seine Erwartungen VO  — dem brüderischen Beitrag
im ökumenischen espräc. sollten nNn1ıc vergesscl werden und seilen
darum 1er mit den biblischen Besinnungen abgedruckt.

Dietrich eyer

ADDRESS PHILIP POTTER, August 5 1981, iın Herrnhut

Dear TOthNers and Sisters ın Christ WOU. lıke ONCe agaln tOo Sa y
hat privılege ıt 1Ss5 for to be amongst you at thiıs nıty YNO!
and tOo share ıth VOou OIle oughts OoOUu OUu lıfe together iın the
ecumenical mMmOovement and particulary ın the OTr Council of urchnes
The question that put tO myself 15 : hat 15 the role of the Unitas
Fratrum, the Moravlans, ın the ecumenical movement and in the WCC
oday and tomorrow?

Yesterday, ın greetings, related the Moravlan past tOo the DIE-—-
sent ecumenıcal movement. Afterwards Wäas as Man y questions DY
people ın intervlews. One of them Wäas: HOow Ca  — SmMa. church n
the Moravı]ıan Church play an V significant role iın the ecumenical MOV -

ment ? Well , NsSWer I8 the Moravlan Church Wäas always Sma.
church But ın the 18th century it played role WaY , WAaYy beyond.
But the or Oday 15 VerVy, ver y dıfferent place It 1s5 not ast
and far aWaVYy iın the 18th century Communications are easler ,
people Can get to the urthes OoOTNer ot the globe almost ın day
ın day and half; desease 15 not rampant before, people do
not die easily and qll that But Oou WOT'! has become rea deal
MOTE complex ıth Man y MOTE confliets rıg OUu  — doorsteps and
people are g00d deal INOLTL’E insistent eır OW identities. So
ave to remember that fact ; but ave to remember tO0O0, that the
nature and needs of human beings remaın the ame , OW, NOW do

eet the Ne  = situation therefore Ou  I forefathers dıd iın eır
sıtuation, that 15 the question.

hen W&a  N as another question and that had tO do ıth the
pletistic tradition of the Moravlans their endenCcy tOo ness And
the question 1S : How Ca.  - Moravlans play role ın body R the
WCG:. ıth its vervVy active Drogram and its endency IO be olved
iın the struggles for justice and aCc ın the world? OW , ere 1f you
will EXCUSEe IN WOU. lıke to Say lıttle ord oOu the ord "piety M

ın German VPietismus”". hat ord from French ord
'piete" and the French ord from old atın ord "pietas",
1C omewhere the early middle-ages became the {WO French
WOrds "piet'e „ and "pitié NS {rom which get in Englısh A iety 77
and "pity And "piety ' became assoclated ith on  D side of the [NCH4-

ning of "nietas”. "Pietas" meant er loyalty, which exXxpresse itself
in the love of ose, to hom on  ® Was loyal But hat appene Wäas,



that DYy splitting that ord into LWO, "niete" became er loyalty and
"pnitie' Dbecame oing go0d things tO er people and wıthout OoOse
TWO eing united And that nas een 0)81  ® of the problems ın OU  — hr1ı-
stian WOTr. where DIieLYVy has been divıded irom "pity and both have
suffered Now, the Moravlan tradıtion and DYy the WaYy the OTrd "p le-
tas" 1n Latin corresponds Vervy ell tO the ebr chesek, 1C hnas
been translated “merey”, Barmherzigkeit , Dut which really should be
translated Hoyal”, steadfast love”, VOU SGc; that er loyalty, IC
CXPTreESSCS iıtself ın love for others. The Moravlans lost that
"keeping-of-the-two-together-in-piety". It Wa  N 1n iıts loyalty, which
expressed itself en In stillness, that stillness meant that patıent
endurance and unfalling hope without 1C you cannot carıng
for others OW, thiıs enables doing hat on has to do
iın TU an love and leaving the Ooutcome to God My OW con vlıction
1S , that desperately eed this quality oday The real question IS
NOW 15 thıs plety to be expressed ın the realitlies of OUu WOT'! oday

Yet another question 1C Wäs pose tO yesterday Wa  N this
How Ca  - simple nalve lıke the Moravlans play role ın body
uch the WCC ıth Man y self-consclous, sophisticated Churches
an Christlans? Reference Wa  N ade to the lıfe and work of Zinzendorf
It Wäas almost LOO g’00d to be true. Well, ere 1s nalvıty, 1C

from deep al E 1S , hat should call creative nalvıty
WOT':! such OUTS, 1C. 15 devoted tO security and han-

oing IO things at all COsSt cannot easily appreclate thıs pilgrim DCO
le wh ave cCrossed the ecas the end of the ear and who ALU’'C

quite indifferent to hnat they mig ave and hat they mig keep
ctually you NOW the ecumenical sh1ıp that have, this sh1ıp ıth
the Dare mast , 1C 15 rough sSecas, 15 excellent SYIN-
bol of hat Moravlans ave Deen. And the ecumeniıcal movement needs
such spirit of creative nalvıty But NOW , hat aTe the relations of
the Moravlans iıth the WCC, hat AaTrTe the working relations that
Ca  e ave. Well , ere are certain acts

The Moravlan urches, not qll only Several of them, ave been
member CAhurcnes of the WCC for long time. ere has been involve-
ent 1ın Varlous activities ın the WCC 1ın Man y countries.,. ere has
Dbeen participation ın Ou ssemblies an ıIn the Central ommittee
Dr Groenfeldt 15 onoure member of Ou ommittee But have
the impression, that ere 1S not sufficient direct involvement. SO [
ant to take again the four points OoOu the lıfe and Ork of the
WCC, 1C ın fact correspond ıth the historical witness of Moravı-
ans. And do ın terms of the hist vocation of the Moravlans.

1rs of all , nıty It 15 not enough to spea an sing and DTIraYy
of the unlıty of ear an mind. his unity ust He Scen, to be 1ın
DTFrOCCSS of eing realıze ın the 101 of the Holy spirıit. herefore
ere should be active involvement ıth er Churches ın each place
hat 15 toO SaV , ın the Couneils of the churches but particularly ın
the things that Ca  > do together ın faithfullness to the Gospel. And
that oug IO De maın CONCETI , it tOo m of this Synod and
indeed of CVerYy SYNO of VerYvy church How Ca  } W coming out of

particular tradition ıth all that hnas been given to u aCct
member of the ota. body of Christ ın each place ın u  — WOT. oday
If Vou take this Sma thing "Losungen" it 15 not Only the ally

eXts, however precious ese Ar“  4 for the nourishment of OUu  — spirite,
but it 15 also the reading and the studying of the together,
agaln in each place, tO discover hat God 15 calling to do at an
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particular time .  . Wäas long taught 1ın the student movement, that
have tO learn to ave the ın ON and and the NnNEWSDÜPEL ın the
er Ihe enables to ake NnSCcC, tO SE  w OIlle meaning iın
the NneWSpDaDPDer, 1C otherwise ea tO of despalr And
tO read the without the neWSpaper loose the of its rele-
anc today's WOT And ON of the important as 1S, NOW LO
rEeECOVEeEL the relationships between the Oord of God and the WOTdsS of
numan beings, between nNat God 15 revealıng 1ın Christ and hat 15
happening iın 0101 WOT. that Ca understan and al1sSo Ca  > act
ın al And this eed do together. Or 11 spee of OUu

singing, 1C. 15 wonderful tradıtion, ıt 1s not onl1y singing the old
ymns, which TO out of particular sıtuations, but learning the 1915

on of people in all the dıfferent situations and encouraging them
1f spea. of nıty ıIn al the un1ıty ın faıth 15 expressed not
only ın old creeds, 1C er all ame into being because of parti-
cular challenges but ust learn, NOW IO coniess OoOu faıth in
reievan WaYy to the people of oday ave ıth ere pamphle
"T'wo or u DOTN the Confession of the Common Faıth." And thıs
pamphle has been produce DYy Orthodox, Roman-Catholocs and Pro-
estants and ıth the essing of the Vatıcan ell the WCC in
nNnat have together SINCE 16 al joınt working and 1C
1s attempt DYy ql of to find the Wa of confessing OUu COMNMMOTNMN
faith aV ın terms of the challenges of av NOw , thıs cannot De
done DYy ourselves. It Ca  ; only e done together ace the WOT
ın 1C lıve. hen Christlans have for SsSeveral LT“ now been
struggling ıth Tee 1C have divided Baptism,
the Eucharist-Lord's Supper and the iniıstry. In the next VeCar
S  a have ready OMmMe convergant statements ese TeCe
LO be shared ıth the member churches. We have already indeed
been sharıng ese questions ıth the member churches and hope

YOU deliıberate the question of baptısm VOU Iso ıll De willing
to listen tOo hat 15 being a1ıld and learnt ın all the churches ogether,
because that 15 basıc tOo OUu unıty ın faıth

econdly then isslion and Evangelism. Again the Moravlans led the
modern m1ss1onary movement, but the contiext iın 1C lıve 1S5 vVer y
dıfferent 0)81 oday. You 4Tr meeting 1ın COUNITY , 1C professes
Marxism, Leninism and Atheısm And the Moravlan Church lıke er
Churches ın iıtself ın such sıtuation and iıts wıtness and 1sslon
ave to be ın that context Many of yOou live ın countries of western
secular capıtalism and ere, ıth the ole accent things and
havıng MOTEe, the Gospel has to be proclaimed ın different Way
Moreover, wherever lıve, aTrTe ın WOT. where sclience and tech-
nology dominate;: and sclence and technology ave dynamic of their
OW They keep verYy glue to things, LO creation, LO realıty and
how ese Ca  — be sed and en, [NOTE than oIiten, they 4ÜT abused
And how do proclaim and witness to u  H— al in that kınd of situa-
tiıon. We aTe 1so lıving iın A WOT'! where er faithes Dbecome [NOTE
an INOTEe aggressive: slam, Hindulsm, u  1sm , perhaps less S
ven Judaism in Israel 15 becoming uch IMOTE self-conscilous and CC H-
servatıve iın ıts approac and ave to SCee how Christians ın
thıs sıtuation iın full interpretation but al1sSo iın full respect for er
people Ca  e witness tO QOu al Agaıin aTre WOT where people
aTrTe ecoming ver y self-consclous Ou their cCultura. rOOTS. And al
1C deniles elr culture 15 something Oou which they are very
SUSPICIOUS . COUTSe faith has to challenge, Dut faith , 1C TeMOVes
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people’'s culture an replaces it DY importe culture 15 not al that
nas rOo0Ots. SO, neople AaTe conscious of that fact Again ere 1S5 the
awakening of the DOOT and the oppresse  9 Wn form 1NOT’C than L[WO-
thirds of OU WOT.. oday And hen spea. Oou g00d NewWws tOo the
DOOTF , that 1Ss not just spirıtual WOTrd;: ıt 1S NOW iın Or which God
has ade and God has enabled tOo ave much, INanı y AaTrTe deprived
Ven of eır rıg tO be human beings iın eır OW. land And 15
the context ın 1C lıve. We lıve 1ın OTr of physical hunger
ın the m1: of plenty We a1sSO Live ın OT where ere 15 plenty,
but ere 155 spiritual hunger. The text then of the Gospel MUST be
proclaımed in word, ın deed, 1n the context And that 1S , hat
AT seeking to share together in the WCC; the text and the context
have IO be related ManYy f 0191 activities Aar’e ın that direction
whether it 1Ss in urban- and rural 1ss1on the sharing of CXDE-
riences iın evangelism working al sStructiures of relationships 1C
respect the full integrity of each church in each place And here
agalin ave ıth document, 1C Wäas produce just few
months agOo DYy Catholics, TtINOCdOX and Protestants, COMININOIN wıt-
nessS, g1ving ole series of examples NOW Christlans together 1n
the ınd of or ALl’C living ın Al seeking COINMMON wıtness 1n
the WOT.. nd.iI ca  e ON1y hope, that the Moravılan urchnhes Ca  e INOT’Ee
and INOTE participate ıth others iın COIMNMON witness ıth eır
extraordinary tradıtlion otf eing pilgrim church not urdene ıth
the eaVYy baggage of traditions, of struc{iures, of institutlions and

Thirdly the 1SSuUue of Education and Renewal, the question here
IS NOW do equ1p the ole people of God for m1ıss1ion and SeEervice
ın today's world? We iın the WCC are involved iın Man y of work
ın this 1e Cg in the Year of brought together grea
deal OU ren and the education of children and the riıghts
of children expressing ın elr sımplic1ıty e1ır OW under-
standing of faith and lLife 1so arl’e 1INVoLVvVe ın education, CS\D
clally church related schools and hat 15 the role of church related
schools ın today's WOT. because 1ın Man y countrles church-relate
schools which egan Service have become priıvileged place for
the educatıion of the ”elıte", rather than for helping the ole people
tO De themselves and tO make elr OW contribution. We AaTe involved
iın popular education . Oome people call that lteracy, but 1t 15 edu-
catıon related tO the actual sıtuation of the people, awakening elr
cConsciousness, helping them to be DeErsoNS seeking elr OW selirell-
NCe, We al’e also 1inNvVvolve: iın Christlan educatlion, helping people tOo
relate the Gospel IO the ole of lıfe , putting the emphasiıis the
quality of lıfe, rather than the quantiıty of things, eing rather
than havıng. We aTre of COUTSE heavily involved ın theological edu-
cation, especlally ın ministerilal education, that 18: education in order
to be al the SsService of the people and not academic exereclise.
And ere agaln the Moravlans WerTe ploneers ın the 18th century hat
15 why for example OUu  b Commission Program Theological uCcCa-
tion met here in October last year ın consultation theologica edu-
catıon ın Europe; and Man y of you here NOW the WaYySs, ın 1C Ou  —
PrOoOgTrFäam of theologica education has been supporting the colleges and
the Varlous experiments, that had been ade 1ın our countries. We
also tried tOo coordinate the work of the training centres, evangelical
academies, institutes for the STUu of religions and soclety , enabling
the eaders of ose groOupS tOo meet and share together. ese arlous

102



centres ın dıfferent pDarts Of the WOT. are excellent DYy which
Christlans Ca  — meet others ın facıng the 1SSuUes Otf the lıfe oday We
AaTC 1Iso 1Involve:! ın famıly education. In the changed WOT. ın 1C

lıve AT VCLrY concerned Ou the ole of an ın church and
soclety and AaTe working for the cCommunit y of and IN in chueurch
an socliety We have arge DTrOgTrFanm of ou and their gyrowing ın
al and elr witnessing to elr al And ave Prog ram
Renewal iın Congregational lıfe (how to relate worship and Servıce ın
the WOT and oing congregations ın each place)

Finally the emphasıs service, seeing Service expression of Qu  an

unıty, of 1ss1on 1ın OU renewal iın educatiıion and ere think of
the church Servant church We ear 1n the Gospel reading thıs
mornıing, that the disciples had to be taught the lesson, that they
WeTe NnOt tO an OVEel’ against the people, but theyv WeT’C LO be ın the
m1 the Servants of e1ir Lord who emptiled hiımself and became
the Servanıı. Now, this has been the historl1ic contribution of
the Moravı]ıans wherever they have been. But service aV ust be
related tO Justice and ca the prophets did They WOU be SC 1°’-—
vants of the Lord and the Sservants of the Lord they proclaime
hat God’'s Covenant ıll Wäas for hıs people and for all peoples An  Q
's Covenant ıll Was, that righteousness sShould reign the ear
and righteousness meant that rıg WaYy of lıving before God and
Living ıth each er without 1C the image of God 15 broken and
distorted. And that aCcC 1s that wholeness of lıfe, 1C share
iın cCcCommunilon. hat 1S hat Servıice 1Ss ou SO ar  D concerned
not only ou feeding the hungry Dut getting ql the Causes of nun-
Ber an dealıng ıth ose Causes, not onN1y giving strength and COM -
solation IO ose who suffer TOM racıst domination oppression of
an kınd Dbut to be beside them iın eır struggle for liberation. Not
only dealıng ıth desease, Duft creating condiıtions for INOTE healthy
communi1ıty and envıronment, not ONLYy prayıng for ca and carıng
for victims of WAar, but working at the Causes of con{fliect 1ın WäarTr and
working actıvely for a  ° ese 4ATe several of the challenges before

aV and have to SE  D OUu old tradıtiıon iın terms f ese NEeW

challenges. But of COUT’SEe on of ca  — VerTr do ese ings alone
oday We COU We TIe to But oday God’'’s inescapable
challenge tO 15 , that ust plan QUu  a Oork and IEYN out OUu  H—
task 1ın the COMDAaNY of all people hat 15 hat the WCC insisted
LO remınd YVYOU and to facılıtate your oing And hope that you
ın VOUT delıberations ese davs, 11l always remember that and plan
accordingly an you
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