
Its origin and i1ts development in the Moravlan urc

by W. Lutjeharms Horehbeke Belgien

L The litany ın general

The litany 1s VeErYV old form otf prayer, The IN derived from reek,
simply 1NEeANS supplication Prayer
oug r 15 special Lype of Christian prayer, IMNay Sayvy that the Same

form 1Ss also to be OUN! ith the Jews and ven am oNng the heathen, 1
1s primitive of eseeching the Almighty for help 1n difficult
S1  atlıons,.
IT 15 pilgrimage=prayer of people o1Ng 1n procession to place where
God has already SsShown his POWETLC and essings ın miraculous WAaYV,. The
priest speaks the supplication and the pilgrims elr stereotype:
hear u Lord; have e  Y

such PpIOUS emonstration still feel influence changing the
mind of the eity DYy human aCts of penitence and sanctification. This 15
perhaps the re4son whYy Protestants longer are for such itanies But
apar from ese processions E kind of prayvyer has value in itself, it
1S ver y beautiful and useful form, Of COUTSEe it must be purifie of unbibe
lical ideas and enriched ith certain evangelical elements.
The background of the litany 15 the good biblical al emphatically
pronounced DYy Moses and the prophets, that the prime au of all the
TOuUuDles ın the world 15 the fact of Our OW S1NSs,. God punishes his people
DYy his judgment because of eır disobed:  lence, But if they really repent
elr 1nNs and become converted, God ın his ra 1a hear the penitence
of the afflicted population and StOp the troubles of W pest‚ unger,
earthquake other }disastrous er for the tim being (See Psalm 107).

The great Prayer of Solomon the OCcasion of the inauguration of the temple
shows E relation een the judgment of God and the S1NSs of the people
(I Kings S, 3)  °
1T When thy people Israel be sSmitten down before the I  V ; because they
have sinned against thee When heaven 15 shut and ere 15 rain,
because they have sinned against thee 1f ere be iın the land famine,
if ere be pestilence, blasting, mildew, Jocust, if ere be caterpiller
whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness ere be then hear thou in
heaven, thy dwelling place, and forgive Y

In z prayer reference 18 made not only to the people of Israel , but also to
the stranger A that cometh Out of far COUNIC Y for thy name ’s sake do
according to all that the Stranger calleth thee for !!



In days of gre 1SLIress such Prayer>s WerTe opene closed Dy ervent
ecrlies of invocation, read ın the book of Daniel 9 18=19° Y? for do
nOot present supplications before thee for OUrLr righteousness, but for Chy
grea mer cies. Ord hear, Ord forgive, ord hearken and do,
eier not, for thy OW sake, OTrd.,. 177
This CI God IOr help, three four times, 15 typical for the litany 45

1it ODE NS and ends ith the yrie eleison:

YY Lord, have c  V “ —
Christ have EICYVY us !

Loard;: have EIrCYy us !
r1s hear 1 X

It 15 ONe of the oldest liturgical elements in the 1ıstlan UuUrc
In the Of the 1n St. Matthew 20, JÖ } e expression 1S quoted In
ome im portant manuscr1pts however ere 15 here 11 Kyrie ' ore
Neleison", just 1t .18 missing 1n St Mark 1047 and St) uke x  9 It 15
ee superfluous, esus 15 called by the blind: Son of avıd In St
Matthew the sSAame thing appene ith the Lord’s prayer in SE
Matthew 6’ }  9 where ql the end 15 be found doxology, which 15 nOot. in
SE uke 11  aD It 15 clear that the Early Urc made liturgical form Out
of e quotation and the WwOord completing the ormula, Some of the
manuscr1pts Of St. Matthew how NOW the text ın the form the congregation
Wa  N accustomed CO
The Second yrie eleison ın the litany 1Ss SIresse Dy the ZNus Del, hich
precedes B yrie eleison, esus WAas designated Dy John the Baptist
the 1r Lamb of God hich taketh aWAaYy the S1n of the world !! (ST John 18 29)
This Was certainly VEr v impressive and com{Iorting WOord for siınners, Lamb
of God Wa  N grea tle for Christ, SC Rev, 5125 It rings strongly to
mind the sacrifice of 15 and his victory OVer S1Nn and ea
In the oldest form of the litany special S1NSs 4Ar © not mentioned 1n the S0O=—-called
' Irom 'e»passage, But feel the quthor of all S1NSs and the results of his
destructive o ehin! ese Or entences:

11 TOomM all evil
irom all SiNn,
irom eternal ea

deliver u Lord! !!

Almost the Same words have ın the Lord’s Prayer; 17 lead not into
temptation, but deliver from ev1l  1".
Closely cConNnecCtie ith B part of the litany is the following 77 through!!'
” by! “„passage, where ın contras ith the ork of the devil the blessed
incarnation and the glorification of 15 Are NO  < mentioned:

!r Through the mYyStery of thy holy incarnation,
thy advent, thy nativity,
thy baptism and holy fasting,thy ©O and passion,



thy es and b  {al
thy holy resurrection,
thy glorious cension,
the coming otf the Holy 0S the om({forter,

iın the day of udgment,
deliver ü Or

Sinners PrAaYV, hear u
that thou INAaYy Dar D an 11

This 1s p the SAame time confession of faith (see the Apostles’ Creed) and
such for the aithful that the forgiveness of S1NSs 15

reality.
different itanies several supplications and intercessions are nserted here.,.

They g1ve special litany 1ts OW character., DBut it 15 also possible that
the litany 15 only the 1Nvocation and confifession of S1NSs and that afterwards in

Ireer form INAILY prayers follow.,
complete Prayer starts ith 1Nnvocatlion, hich 15 iın INOTE extiende:

form also adoration, In the original litany it 1Ss rather or Rut it 15
ın an Yy ase trinitariane

O  3 the Father of Heaven,
God, the Son, edeemer of the world,
God, the Holy 0S
Holy Trinity, ONe God,

have ETCYV

It 1S also part of the confession of al and 1T reminds of the 1rs
sentence 1n the Lord’s Prayer  °  9 117 Our Father, who art 1n heaven, hallowed
be thy T
But al the end of the litany ere 15 doxology, ascription of glory
ere 1S thanksgiving,. The litany does nNnOot find its climax ın joyful
psalmword, but ın the gNnus Dei and repeate yrie eleison. ereiore
15 it Just litany, supplication of POOL Ssinners,.
In the days of Se. aul ir Was already usual that the congregation sald Amen!!

agreement and conclusion of the Prayvyer (1 GOr; 9 16). It 18 missing
here, The litany COU be called Prayer without end, It 1S LOO ardently
waiting for aNSWeTr irom God, The yrie eleison ends with:

"YHear u graCcious Ord and God ! 11

When SUTVEYVY the litany whole, ca  n discern the following arts:

yrie eleison
Invocation of the inity and Sometimes
especially of the Person to whose honour
the litany 15 prayed

s Confession of S1NSs (H irom ! =passage
Confession of al (IY through't-passage )

O Intercessions



6, Agnus Del
7 yrie eleison

'TO be regarded litany, il 15 NeCESSATV that the Prayer contain the
essential eature mentioned above, that 1 be mainly recital of supplica-
t10NS and intercessions with often repeated responseSs of the congregation,
and that the whole be placed ın the sphere and the irame of the yrie
eleison.
The litany ca  ; replace er Prayer»s. On the CONtrar y it: 15 itself
only ONe aspeC of the prayerlife,

H: The Church Litany

Tradition has it that DODE Gregory cComposed z litany IOr penitential
procession ı1n the VCar Y hen the pestilence W9aS rampant 1ın Rome, DBut

certainly such kind of itanies WerTe already usual in former times.,
The urc Litany 15 the only ONe inserte ın the R., ( issal and ca  e De
OUN! before the order of the holy mMmAass, that 15 1n the ecclesiastical vear
Easter EGVe, It 15 still used iın the R.,. O: UuUrc SL, Marks’s day April),
the days before Ascension and ith the benedicttion al the baptismal font
It 1S the oldest form of an y com plete litany have. At the ame time LT 15
the MmMOSLT official form and, such, the StTandar irom hich qall others Are

derived,
This litany has different names:e: The L1itany of qll Sa1ınts, the litany of the

Holy urc the Tea litany, The 1CS5 15 the MmMOST typical,
after the invocatıon of the ’EFIHICY ere ollows long sgeries of Nnames of
archangels, angels, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, evangelists, disciples,
martyrs eic ith Sancta Marıa qt the beginning. The congregation repeats
er each Name mentioned:e: Or  o Pr O nobis, PDray for Ca  n} NnOt apgree
1En e kind of worship. O{ COUT SE read ın ReVvV, SE Oou the prayers
of the saints, ascended befifore God Out of the angel’s hand !” Here, however,
it 15 NOT question of Sa1lınts in heaven but otf the aithful Christians
ear
More biblical, 1t CO u 15 the part ith the intercessions, except
(2 ja er the Yrom ' an through '=passages already quoted

Y beseech thee CO hear u
that ı1 MaYy please thee

(1) to rule and CO thy holy ure
LO the apostolic See and all ecclesiastical(2)
orders in the holy religion,
LO humiliate the enemies of the holy Church,
CO gy1ve the 1stlan kings and rulers PeACE
and true COoncord,

(5) LO strengthen and ourselves ın
thy holy service,

granit unto all OUuUr benefactors everlasting goods,(6)
give and the fruits of the ear



() LO grant unto all aithful eparte eternal rest,
to hear and help

It 15 nOot difficult to Tind adequate eX in the New estamen! for ese
intercessions:

DraYy that thou shouldest keep them (those hom thou hast given
me) from the ev1l.  S  1 SE John &: and

(2) !! Remember them which ave the ule Ver VOU, who have spoken unto

yYOU the WOrd of Hebrews 13,
(3) 11 WHor Must reign, till hath DUut qa ]l enemies under his feet !!

(SOT.; } 29
(4) 7 T exhort there{fore, that, Lirst of all, supplications, prayerSsS, inter-

CcCesSs10Ns and gi1ving be made for all MENS iOor kings and for all that
AaAre in authority  B  ° m; 2, 1=2,

(5) 1T KNOW nOot, that LO whom vield yourselves servants obey, his
Servants AT € to whom obey 11 Rom 6,

(6) YY good and lend, hoping for nothing again, and VOUr reward shall be

grea (in heaven) ! St, uke 64 and D3
1AS prayed agaln and the ear brought (0)m her fruit ' James Is E

(8) 11 Blessed are the dead, hich die ın the ord ( } that they MaYy rest irom
e1ir labours !! Rev 11
1Y this 15 the confidence that have ın Him, that if qasSk anything
according to his will, heareth us !_ John 57 L

the Epistle of Clemens (ch first century, have OoNe of the oldest
liturgical prayers ith the ame of intercessions,
At 1rs the eformation abolished the oman Catholic turgy ith all li=
tanıes, Ca  e understanı this: praying itanies 15 meritorious ork for
Roman Catholics (300 days indulgence V  y time this litany 15 recited); ın
1C10N E ın opinion, it happens too mechanically. But ın 1529

aggression WaS real danger , Luther DaVe his people the Church
litany in atın and German, ithout the invocation of the saints, ofL
but ith mention of MAanYy InoTre dangers WAar, revolution, fire, flood) ın the

Tom 'epassage and reierence personal troubles ın the part of the inter -
Cess1lons, It has penitential character. TOom the beginning of the 17th
century ıf Was longer chanted but read and SsSince the last century il has
Carcely been used,.
The Bohe Brethren ( Unitas Fratrum ) had special interes in LE,
although they took it Over from Luther ın the middle of the 16th
century,
The eiorme urches have rejecte: the form of the litany ith the repeated
yrie eleison and the Many reSsSpoONSCS of the congregation, Splte Ootf E,
attitude find ın eır old psalmbooks Prayer for qa ll the needs of
Christendom, where the Same intercessions 1n the s AIn e€e ‚Order are mentioned:
i 15 NO  < just long prayer, spoken DYy the minister, beginning ith COIl--

fession of S1Ns and ending ith the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostle’s
ree
The Anglican Church placed the litany in the ook of Common Prayer ın Lts
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1rs part of PDrayvyers, ere 1 S{a ın ver v complete form, followed
Dy the Lord’s prayver, the Glory, er ancient Prayers and the bene-
diction
In qall Varıo0ous Churches of the Reformation the litany should be prayed 1n
connection ith er Prayers ECVETCY Sunday morning,
In the Renewed Moravian Church, quite different firom the er churches,
the Church litany became vVery importan! LAart Of the liturgy In the Hymnal
for errnnhnu 1735 find the litany in the PUre Lutheran form aAM ONg the
hymns (No 28:13% RBut 1ın Appendix XI this hymnebook ate 174 ere
apPPears the first form of the Moravian Litany (No ° 'Iwo brethren

L. Dober and ‚F VO  _ Wattewille ) have thoroughly revised the utheran form
and enlarged it ith Many subjects eXpressing spiritual needs (pietistic
influence) and intercessions covering the ole life ın the congregation, that
the old irame enclosed V1V1: prayer, Also L1EW WwWas that ome hymns WeTIte

placed between the different parts, The congregation Was longer only
supplicating but also re  ng ın the blessings through adoration and thanks.-
giving.
'T ’he church waited until 1754 for Ne  < revl1sion, hich fifrom Zinzendor{f
mself, to bring further evolution. When the minister has nvoked the 1rs
Person of the Trinity, the congregation answers ith the Lord’s ayer
The last edition DY nzendorif,revised iın 757,gives the mOost complete
liturgical ork of the OUNLT, Some of the intercessions Aare really original
ın form, such the Prayer for Moslem: 11 that Ismael mig live
before Thee !! (Gen . wonder ful NE W conclusion er the last
yrie It 1S known LO the Moravlan doxology:

!! NtO the Lamb, that WAas alain
NtLO the Lord, who purchased OUr souls
nNtOoO the Friend, who loved

.& tO Him be glory al all times

It 15 fine confession of OUTrT al 1n 1sS and real doxology al the Same
time, The litany ends iıth the text John 2, 28 and the Old estamen!
benediction,
Since Zinzendor{f’ser the litany has been further simplified: the choir
has LO anı only certain respoNsesS; ere Are fewer hymns  ° extravagant
eXpressions 4Ar omitted, In the Various translations great differences L1OW

exist: it WAaS indeed impossible LO translate qll phrases ın reasonable
WaYy,.
In the 20th century the Church litany OUN!| itself ın CYr1L1CAQ. situation.
It 15 rather long Prayver, In Germany 1 Was the custom to Pray the litany

u  ay morning in special SsSservice before the SCCrMON, Few people,
however, attended this, From 187 they had grea and SMa litany, The
original form W9aSs used only few mes VeAarTr, With the Sunday morning
Service liturgical iframe, the abridge form ith different entries 1Ss used
before the doxology 15 used er the Sermon,
In er countries tOO the litany has lost INOTE and InNnOTre of its typical irame
and 1ts genuine Moravlan character. It 15 natura. that iın Evangelical
Service the Sermon 15 InOTe important than the liturgzy. Rut ere should

81



place for the Moravian litany VvVen ql time hen 1stlans like neither
long Services NOr LOO ManYy Services,

hope the litany ill 1801° z crisis, IOr the following reasonNns?:

B The litany 15 biblical PCrayer, ere Ar mainly Bible ormula«-e
ting the different interces 10NS,

D The litany 15 oecumenical prayer ith VeETrV old tradition: i  S LE
agalin and agaın iın the prayerbooks Of INAany cChurchnes,
The litany 15 ONe of the MOST valuable liturgies an typical Dravyer forms
the Moravian Church has

E The litany 15 VerYv usefu DPrayer from psychological point of vieW:
the different tODP1ICS 4Ar ell divided, the sSscheme 15 clear, the Sen:tences
are S  or the Many NS  S pr omote close contact between the Dr O=
ther, WwhoO ea the service, and the congregation; ere 15 climax:;:
ere 4r € Many spiritual and material subjects brought into PrFrayver, that
everybody 1n something that ouches his ear

- The litany ( only be Saved irom becoming INAany empty words ir each
generation makes 1t suitable for 1ts OW needs, But qll revisers should
keep the original form ın m1 otherwise the result COU be that ın the
end the prayer 155 neither litany NOr Moravlan.,
The litany must be used DYy the Church ın practical WaYy IT 15 LOO long
for the Sunday morning SsSservıce. It should be used Ou S1X times VCar
QT special Prayer meetings, if possible Sunday, the choir chanting and
the preacher delivering m1ınute MESSaC,

The Litany of Christ

Beside the urc Litany ere are three er itanies of special esteem
ın the Roman Catholic urch: the litany od the blessed irgıin, the litany
of the holy of esus, and the litany of the holy ear of Jesus. ee
ere exists grea number Oof itanies ith regard to Varlous saıints and OCCa=

10NS, ese are INOTE for personal evotlon qand consist of whole catalogue
of titles, usually without the section of intercessions,
It 15 clear, that the eformation has rejecte all of them: tOO MAany saints,
10 enough of the on of Jesus ın the cenftre, only his m heart,

WOounds: COO MONOfL.ONOUS and impersonal, and last hut not least their being
regarded g0o0d works.
Zinzendorf doubtless knew Ou ese Roman atholic itanies The Gol=
den Litany of the assion of 15 has really evangelical SPIirit and
minds agaıin and again of Zinzendorf’s litany. He compiled E lita=

iın 1744 Y ın collaboration ith his SO and two brethren. It 15 printed ın
Appendix LO the 1rs hymnal under No, 194 At that time the ‚OUN! and
his cCommunity entered the 1  ıng Period!! ın hich they adored the
wounds of 15 K010 exclusively, tOO emphatically,
The Ne  < litany consists originally of two The first ONe 15 the
Litany of the life and sufferings of 15 It 1S 1n the form of litany, but
here there 15 mMmOoOoTre consolation than lamentation, EeVeEeN IMore adoratıiıon than
supplication,
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It ODENS ith kind of yrie eleison to be Su DYy LWO choirg:

A All hail ® —> Thou Lamb of God
Christ ave Y O
Gloria Pleurae (TtOo the holy Side ofJe

er the invocation of the Trinity the IT irom age 15 remarkable: ten
supplications ın connection ith the Blood of iste

O Kı 11 irom good qualities unsprinkled ith Blood
from all 1  difference owards thy Wounds

Keep u dear OTrd and God [17

In the 11 through!! —Dassage the Stereotype reSPONSE of the congregation has
been replaced Dy suitable a1sSO spoken DYy the congregation This
N eAanNns for the liturgical prayer biblical enrıc  ent. The mutual reciting
makes the litany Omne alive,

C. Bog Thy painful 15 make OUuUr manhood dear to ® —g
thy childhood help LO children’s Joy!
thy pPreCcious Sweat hen at work make all OUT
Sweet LO
thy theology of thy remain the main poi1int
of OUr divinity the XEeCULOTr of thy ill &> bring
the sSscattered children of God together into
the Ark of the holy Christendom !
Open TINS take us !
that sıgn LO the SOn of Man LO Israel
after the flesh, before thy coming ın the clouds ® — 11

The deep meaning of z cContinuous supplication Was, AC  6 ording to OMAanNs
8, 2 , the idea that OUr whole life should conform LO the image of
Christ
The Second part of z litany 1s the famous of the Wounds, well known
through the controversies against the Brethren Here, ere 15 invocation
of the wounds, they Aare only pronounced ith different adjectives, the COIle-

regation responding ith stanzas of lines,. All ese titles remind of
the invocation iın MAany Roman ‚AtNOLLC litanies, but they exist here ın another
function, just hymn, the closing doxology of the Prayver, Kor such
form of praise 1S strange, have OU:  — religious and aesthetic objections.
In the Second edition of the liturgical pPrayers the Hym of the Wounds 15
i1tem It its place the end of the 18th cen! iın Vvervy
abridged form,
The L itany of the ife and er of esus 15 en remodelle: and adapted to
the of the period, In most of the Moravian hymnbooks ın the eren!
languages ere exists liturgy LO used ın Lent, hich 15 vestige of the
old litany of Zinzendorf
It 1S LIrue that - litany Was, its form, product of that perio: but
essentially it 155 real TrTeasure of the Moravı]ıan urc We keep it



ın PFrODETr form, Moravlan itany, vet 1n Such biblical terms that
iın age May also appreclate it and us  ® L{ ın the Sunday morning Serv1ice

Varlous 0OCcCcas1lons,
The yrie eleison and the Invocation of the inıty W1 the Lord’s Prayer )
ave be remodelle ith Bible exX and hymns adoration of the
rinity and especially of Christ The 17 Irom ” „passage MUST the

supplications hich WEeTrTe kept iın the 19th centur y and ca  5 still found iın
the hymnbooks ın Varilious languages.
Then follows the main part otf E litany, the 1! through!! =DassSasge in the
above=-ment:  10Ne form of STFOUDS, each having QOU! supplications:

ith reierence the lLife of esSus:
©, Y By thy human birth make manhood dear 117 eic
ith regard CO the passion of Christ:
, 11 By Chy willing Ssacrilfice of Thyself ven unto ea

make known the mYysSstery of thy love !
ith respect LO the gylorification of Christ ere should Iso
be phrases: iın z WaYy the liturgy 1Ss onger
anly litany of the sufferings of but complete
confession f OUTr faith iın Chri_st.

YVOor . third gr OUD do not find sample 1n the old inzendor{f litany.
Of COUTSEC, ın CVeErYV litany the day of judgment 15 mentioned re
also, SE  D OUTr quotation above.) RBut ın the litany of Christ’s sufferings and
ea the climax WAaSs the atonement through the blood Of eSus,
OWever ca  } take the last part of the Al through !’ -DassSsapge from the Church
Litany and complete each supplication ith Su1ltable text In special liturgies
for Ascension day INAaYy find ome suggestions, ere ollows another
pecime

11 DYy thy triumphant resurrection destroy the last
CNCMY, that 18 death!' (3 (JOT'. 1 ),
Dy thy glorious ascension ”: PreDare place for
ın thy Father’s house ' (St John 2),

17 DYy thy sitting qat the rig ha  8 of God help CO
hold fast the profession of OUr fait 117 e  E ;  9 E 23),
by Chy prevailing intercession keep irom the evil !!
(St John ’  9
Dby thy vıne fill ith all JOYy and PeACE
through the DOWer of the Holy Ghost!! (Rom ’  9

1! thy coming again to thy Church ear make
like INne that wait for elr Lord!! (St uke 1  9 }

Al OUuUr being called home CO Thee MAay 1t niıte ith Thee
for vVer V a A

Between ese three grOuUDS of supplications shoul be placed ome Stanzas
of prayer=-hymn, As conclusion to the whole litany need, ın connexion
ith the Agnus Dei, doxology consisting of ome Bible exXis and hymns,



com plete litany iın B Lorm ill be x00d Moravianısm and veryımuch O -
ciated Dy the congregation., AT € hankful that ‚OUN|! Z7inzendor{i brought
it {O light out of the old ecclesiastical materials and made i into real
Evangelical confession otf OUr al ı1n Christ and OUur confidence in Hım
May this analysis of the Moravlan itanies contribute to better understanding
and greater appreclation of that part of Our liturgical eritage that eeps

ın contact ith the worldwide Church of all ages,
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Lutjeharms: DIE LITANEI Ihr rSpr und ihre Entwicklung
ın der brüdergemeine

1.Die Kirchenlitanei im Allgemeinen

Die Litanel ist ine der altesten Gebetsformen, Das griechische Zeitwort
litomai, anrufen, bitten, hat ihr den Namen gegeben.
Vom Ursprung her handelt ich ein Pilgergebet für äubige, die in
einer Prozession einem heiligen Ort gen,
Der Pri  ter sa die Bitten, die Pilger wiederholten unver änderlich: erhore
uns, lieber err Gott, erbarm dich uUuNnser.,.



Eine Litanei hat wesentlich olgende Elemente;
; Das yrie eleison, eine alte liturgische Formel,

Die Anrufung der Dreieinigkeit und insbesondere erjenigen Person der
Trinität, deren Ehr  ®© die Litanel gyebetet wird. el handelt sich

eine Art Doxologie,
SE Das Sündenbekenntnis, Es lautet ın der Urform:

VOLr allem Uebel, VOL aller üUnde, VOL dem ewigen Tod, _ behüte uns, Herr
ott

: Eng verbunden mi1t diesen Bitten S1Nd die folgenden, 1m Gegensatz
Wirken des BOösen Jetz das eil ın Christus hervorgehoben WIird:

mM1 dem anzeN Verdienst deines Lebens, SCRNEC uns, err Ott 1C
das eben, SoNdern auch das Leiden und Sterben, die Auferstehung

und rhöhung werden erwähnt, Die Bitten werden zugleich eın Glaubens-
bekenntnis

9 Nun folgen die ürbitten, eine an el von Bitten je nach der S1-
uation der etenden Gemeinschaft, Sie können Hauptteil der Litae=
nel werden,
Eıne Litanel hat ursprünglich Schluß keine Doxologie, weil Gj1€e Bittge«=
bet und noch nicht Danksagung ist, Es bleibt ein Flehen Ott seine
Strafe abzuwenden, Deshalb hier wohl das dreifache gnus Dei

D Wie S1e angefangen hat, en!| die Litanel mi1t dem yrie eleison, iıne
Wiederholung,wodurc die Vergebung noch einmal betont
ird,.

Die TO Kirchenlitanei

Die Überlieferung besagt, Gregor der TO.: diese Litanei 1m Jahr 594
während einer Pestepidemie 1n Rom f{üur ıne Bußprozession verfaßt hat
ber Litaneien solcher Art WAarell sicherlich schon vorher 1n ebrauc Nur
diese Litanei ist i1m Missale Romanum vorhanden, S1ie befindet ich bei der
el des Taufwassers Samstag VoOr Östern, S1ie stellt die Urform aller
ren Litaneien dar, Die eiormat]ıon anfänglich kein Interesse für
ese Gebetsform., Als jedoch 1529 die Türkengefahr den Westen edrohte,
gab Luther seiner Kirche die Litanel, lateinisch und deutsch, selbstverstäand-
lich ohne die Anrufungen der Heiligen und ergänzt uUrc mehrere Bıtten ın
estimmten Notlagen w1e rieg, Revolution, Feuers- und Wassersnot. Seit
dem vorigen ahrhundert ist S1e DUr noch wenig ın ebraucn,
Die BOö  ischen Brüder übernahmen diese Litanei 1566 vVon Luther Die KRe=-
formierten haben niıe Litaneien ın eDbDrauCc gehabt, Die Anglikaner ngegen
gaben der Litanel einen besonderen Platz 1n hrem ook of Common Prayer
und erweilıterten S1ie noch uUrc mehrere liturgische Formeln und Ge=-
bete
In der Brüdergemeine WAar die Kirchenlitanei sehr wichtig. Im Gesangbuch
VO  . E StTe noch die lutherische orm unter Nr 81 zwischen Liedern,
Jedoch im nhang XI (1742) finden WIr erstmals unter NT 1740 die herrnhu«-
ter Fassung, bearbeitet VO  [n L. Dober und von Wattewille, Die Litanei ist
nicht änger ußgebet, sondern STIar erweitert Ur eine Anzahl Bıtten und



Liedern un eine Gemeinliturgie Anbetung Gottes geworden. Die vollen«-
dete Form StTe 1m Litaneyen =Büchlein VOIl 1755 Dis 6  9 ein anges
e  e worın die emeine bittet, 1ın ihrem en dem Heiland ahnlich
werden,
ach dem Tod Zinzendor{fs ist die Litanel wieder gekürzt und dem späteren
Geschmack angepaßlt worden. S1ie konnte 1Ur iın einem besonderen Gottes-
ens gebetet werden,. Liturgienbuc VO  (a 1873 gibt erstmals neben
der Großen Kirchenlitanei auch eine Kleine Kirchenlitanei Gebrauch 1m
TEgtgottesdienst Schließlich Sind eigentlich NUur der Eingang und der
Schluß der Litanel als Umrahmung der Predigt übriggeblieben. An vielen
Trtien wird die an Litanel NUur noch einmal 1 Jahr gebetet.

111 Die Litanei VO. eben, Leiden Un Sterben Jesu Christi

Die römische Kirche kennt qußer der Kirchenlitanei noch andere Litaneien
besonderer Bedeutung, wıe die Litanel VO. heiligen Herzen Jesu. Obschon
der Protestantismu: Nn1ıCcC davon übernommen hat, muß Z7inzendor{f diese
katholischen Litaneilen ohne 7weifel gekannt en Die Wundenlitanei 7110
zendoris i1st der katholischen VO. Leiden 1Sll verwan!
Im nhang (174 unter Nr, 194 StTe die Litaney den Wunden des
Mannes, Sie ist aufgestellt VO  e Zinzendordi, seinem Sohn ena  S, von

Wattewille und olycarp üler un typisch für die Sichtungszeit.
Im Litaneyen=Büchlein (1755) ind wel Gebete geworden: 1} Die Litaney
über Seinem eben, Leiden und Tode ! und 17 Der VOo  \ Seinen Wunden !!
uch hier S31e man, wıe das eben, Leiden und Sterben Jesu der Gem
7, U. Vorbild gestellt wird, Die Wundenliturgie ist keine Litanel, NUur eın

Wechselgebet mi1t kurzen Stanzen, Sie ist später nicht mehr gedruckt worden,
Jedoch die Litanei, immer wieder DEeEU formuliert, wird, esonders ın der
Passionszeit, vielen rtien gelesen.
Wenn InNna  j die kurze Litanel Aaus der alten Himmelfahrtsliturgie hier noch
hinz  mt ( Auferstehung und Erhöhung) hat INna  > ıne vollständige Litanel
über SUuS Christus ın der Hand, eın wertvolles 1MmM Geiste der T U
dergemeine, das nicht vergesSseCcmh. werden darf,


