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The PUrpDOSC of 15 nNnOot much LO pre T1OCUs uPDON the history of
Christianity SOUTCE for socijal justice, but LO IC y and sShow the church,
here anı NOW , lternative reality for change It 1S5 the aım of e
LO make 1C self-evident that the committe 1ıstlan COM MUnNLTY has the Üec>s-

ponsibility and ability, when review1ng eır ın society, LO Se'!  ® i NOT
simple meaningless decree of fate, Dut elr OW opportunity for

meaningful witness and ministry.
Let 1rs of a ll look AL the 0CCa Church ”"alternat:  ıve community”
Perhaps 1 ill be helpful LO seek understanding of what thi "alternative
commun1ty” 1S, DYy looking al the 1Ca word ”"ecclesia” usually translated

congregation church, With ”"acclesia” Ar simply remınde ol the
fact that the church 15 nOot institution building but people. People wh:
have been called OUTt of the world LO be citizens ofI the ngdom of GOod, ASs
the people of God they have 1ın Him e1ir beginning and end, and AU’ C fully
commMmMitte Hiım,
The congregation local Church 1Ss the gathered people of GOod, all called
DYy the Gospel of esus Christ and the Holy SpIr1t LO al obedience and
complete devotion ın love. As people of God they Aare all equal (Gal
So ere 15 difference between ews and gentiles, een alaves and Iree
IN between In  a} and O  en, a ll Ar ONe ın union ith 15 Jesus),
AÄAs people of God called DYy Himself into eing it Ca  - merely be
iree assoclatıon of like-minded religious people God calls people irom V  V
raCc®e, ribe, natıon and language TWV! Hım, witness LO Hım, glorify Hım,
but also 1 ViINg oving Service the neighbour. veryone ongs LO the people
of God through God’ C call, and ere should be attem pt LO make the Church
priıvate and exclusive, The Church such community, 1S, thereifore, NOLt
meant LO be eenl Just eschatological reality, but the oalternative
cCommun1ty” 1O  < already.
What rying SaV 1s, that the 0CCa Church should reveal the gospel
MESSAaAYC of esus 15 people aptise: ın the ea of z 1sS  9 unıte:
ın the ring of His suffering and er al the celebration of Holy Commu-
nlion, but also, DYy the experience ith 15 are 1recte into daily lLife ith
the object LO witness and Serv1ıce,

much . ”alternative community” 15 iın z world, EeVEN if 1 15 nOL
Of this world, it Cannot CSCAaDC the palins and suffering of man, The Church
1S continuously challenged to present its credentials, to state whom VE 18
representing ın z world It should be clear that z "alternative cCom muni-
ty” there{fore, cCannot negative OoOwards S0OC10-economic and political
questions. The people of cCannot ”Dass Dy the er 1de” like the priest



and Levıte of the parable, hile neighbour 15 wounded, and 15 bleeding LO
ea 5  at the Church of esus Christ has had eifective influence owards
change SOCiety 15 vVen recorde: ın the book of cts where ead:
ese INne  an have turned the world upside down:'. This they have done Dy na-
ving discussions ith the people, quoting and explaining the Scriptures and
proving irom them tha  e 15 had LO sulifer and 1Se irom the dead, and
Sayıng that esSsus 15 the 15 This simple witness caused trouble CVELIV-
where, This brought the aCcCCcusatlion that they WEeTrTe breaking the laws of Cae-
Sa and they WEeI’C consequently prosecuted.
But also the Church ın Oou Airica has irom earliest times been involved ın
the afifairs of Society The call for the 1rs M1SS10NAry LO 10108 Africa, for
example, ame irom LWO m1sslonarles of the Danish-Halle Mission, V1Z.
Ziegenbalg and Plütschau, e1ir WaYy iın 1706 LO 12a They WeTrTe greatiy
struck Dy the egrade and neglected condition Of the indigenous people
(hottentots) hom they SE 9aT the Cape, They 1rectie letter LO the QUtNO-
rıitlies 1n drawing e1ir attention LO the deplorable condition of the
heathen al the Cape, and prayıng for ambassador of the who WOU.
proclaim the Gospel IT 15 rather significant that ese mM1ssionarlies whnh: amne
firom verYy pletistic backgrounı moved LO actıon because of necessi-
CYy LO change the sSocial conditions and the lLife of people.
‚JUSt mMuch ONeE 15 struck Dy the actıons of the ploneer m1SS10ONAaryYy, eorg
Schmidt, eing the natural CONSCHUCNCES of his wıtness and Service. There
Ar  ® LWO hings that wish LO mention here., The 1rs 15 the pr10r1ty he placed

education NOLT only aAM LO read anı write, but WaYy LO become
selfdependent ın VELYV respect including leadership and economı1ıc selfsupport
The Se@ecOoNd 1S hOow he demonstrated the change brought Oou 1n the daily
lationship een him and the indigenous people er eır baptism, Schmidt
instructe them onger address him "Heer“”, aster, but brother.,
Through baptism they WETIC 1NnCorporate into the one family called into eing
by Christ under the LO  9 anı z must be nderstoo« NOTt only ın SPIri-
tual WaY, but should become real and practical ın personal relationships. We
have ın z attitude of eorg Schmi1dt certai  V attempt LO visibly PUL
sıgn of the lternative COomMuUunITy, called into being NOL DYy organısatlion

1iNStiLtuUutLON of MmMan, but Dy God through the ex aMı resurrection of H1s
Sson The importance of this happening mig become INOIEe significant if 1
15 remembered that org Schmidt did nNOt ome LO establish denominational
Church at the Cape, Dut ith the instruction LO ga  er souls for the lamb

Perhaps should also AL this poin' draw attention the fact that E harm-
less witness and Service LO people who WeTIe OUN(t iın egrade neglected
condition led LO the banis  ent of this ploneer DYy the Government of the day,
er representation of sister church, early 1744
But because of E experience 1E 15, there{fore, VeErvy interesting that the
Dutch eiorme Church, after Many of 1ts members uring the hirties
mOoved LO the c1ities found IT NECESSATCV LO appoint OmmMission ith terms
of reference that require from the Commission collect aCts in regar LO
the SOC1l0e@econOMicC conditions of its members ın the cities, and to interpret
ese aCcts ın such WAaY tha  — the DL  c of actıon DYy the church for the
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future COU. be established.I need NnOt SaVy that the report Was that of the COL1-

ditions of deplorable, degraded, Oppressed ”Airikaner” people struggling
LO iIree themselves irom the crushing heel of British imperialism. The
Chüreh:; however, COU. NOLTt turn 1nN| CVC the conditions and leave z
item irom the Church‘’ -  - Agenda and TrOogram m of actiıon.

The ”a lternative Commuuni1ty” has er rule than the ospe of ‚JJesus
Christ and containing within 1 the ethical request of the SCTINON the
OUunNi It 155 the MESSALC of this ospe that 1L 15 od’s ill that ere shall
be LE  = wor Ne  < society, Dut NOLT OLE yu1 ideas, theories,
ideologies, but reality. In order {0)]801% LO reality the christian should
nNOL CSCAaDEC irom society, ven us  D Drayer (as have recently ear ome-
ONe Sayıng) ”9 religious CSCAaDeC irom ıie listen LO the nday SECEeT’INON

merely Jullaby for rocking OIle sleep, i nNnOot literally 5 Ligurative-
ly, into dreamworld of selfsatisfaction and selfrighteousness,
Tof Gollwitzer Sa1ld of rof. ar An Sundays uring the eek
ON  D matter Was of importance the latter the gospel, the COMNCET'N OU'
God, the CONCETN Ou eing christian. Theology and National Kconomy,
Sermon and o11L1CSsS elong unsolvable ogether:; politics interprets the SeTrT-
InNO and the SSCcT’INON interpreits the politics”. When I as black politically
active but church-active an iın America hat do VOU XDeC irom Ser -
IN© ı1n respect of change ın soclety, she replied eXpectLt political address
but irom the SCeT’INON that hich ill help LO meet the challenges
uring the eek al the arket Place
The alternative community” 15 nOot foreign LO Ssoclety but 1S5 iving 1n the
cContinuous tension o eing ın and NOLT of E WOTr. COomMMunity hich has

its basic requirements: Witness, Ser vice and Unity
The 0CCa church ill certai  V ese requirements if the church 15
hat it 15 called De* light and and salt The local Church must CON-

tinually have 1ts felt ın the m1! of society experiences, L£ the
church 15 WOT its salt ıT should be the place where the gospe 15 proclai-
med, where the divine Word conciles INa  - ith God and mMan ith his
neighbour, etier Chulzer SW1SS Journalist ın his Dook ”"Schwarze ntelli-
genz” LO the conclusion that solution LO the OUu Airican problems
15 ın the fact that the Gospel of esus Christ 1S present both S1ides of the
colour line, inclined LO SrEC! ith him il the church both Sides of the
line 1S what it 155 called to and the places where they meet Aar®e houses of
Prayvers and NOT dens of robbers

We ATr living iın changing world, and changes ın society MNecan LE W tasks
for the local congregation church, but ese changes should NOLT hreaten
1ts identity, IT 15 ere ring the whole gyospel LO the whole wOor untl. the
en of the world,
Kirsten kydsgaard of the University of openhagen in aV wrote
ese sentence: AA 15 NECESSATYV LO keep Lwo statements together: the church
continues forever‘’ and ’the church must always be reformed’ oth senten-
Cces mMUusSst be understood ın radical WaAaY the church 15 God’s, 1t 1s his people
hich CannoOo' perish, chosen ior the sake of the wor the beginning of the



Kingdom of God At the sam e time 1E 15 always tempted emancı1ıpate itself
irom God, become 1ts OW. Lord, follow the nti-c  ist” OoOu 1N-
erna and external forces ill always De at ork Lurn the church asıde
irom 1ts testimony and 1ts mM1sSs10nN, Since the church easily becomes gyuil-
CYy because "mankind? eternal demons MONEYV, o  , the esh bent
being adored, ill PavValc the church itself, seeking devour OoOse who
STAanNı against them and hold them at bay”, it should be repeatedly rem1n-
ded:’Do NnOT be confiformed E world’ (Rom It 15 call examıne
critically ın order LO hat 15 proved LO be the ill of God, hat 15
Z00d and perifect, but also recognise the SITUCLUrES and elements that
exercise o of authority aMı destruction, The church needs, LO it
all CONsStiAnt rethinking, penitence, radical recognition and orrecspoN-
ding action.

In OUu Airica Are facing rejection of the Church DYy the VOUNSCFr BCNC-—
ration especially. As far they Aare concerned, LO usSs:  > the words of Pilerre
Bıgo, N the church has yielded to the temptation ın the desert DYy bowing down
beiore worldly prestige, MOTre preoccupied wit. 1fs OW evelopment than
ith conironting the Obvious iniquities ofo and wealth”. The church 15
LO them nOt that 1 ounded light of the world and salt of the ear COM -

munity hich 15 present LO help and NOW direction ın world secularised
that it has lost el of christian values, but ONe that eeps silent nstead
of testiiying, seek alliances and resorts Compromises hen conironte
Dy the powerful
But the Church has the ame 7n earthen vessels, sShow that the transcen-
dent 10) belongs LO God and NOt LO We Are afflicted iın V  M WAaYV, but
nOot crushed; perplexed Dbut NOT driven LO despair  .  9 persecuted, but NOLT forsaken
struck down but NOT destroyed” (2 COr (-3) the mM1 of WOT.
where injustice and the lust Tor o triumph ”little remnant of christlians”,

SsSOMecONe sald, *xrhoO live eir al coniront the powerful of E world,
and AT the bearers of Nne  < society”, The ”"alternative community” 15
COomMmMmunity the march undismaye and NOT afraid because it 15 NOLt alone,
The SLOCY 15 told of Jew who had previously reifused be aptise and Was

ready er repeate visits to church LO become christian. explained
1 christian iIriend, who expected different OUutcCome of the sits,
ın the following WAaYy although the minıster and his assistants, inspite of
elr best eifforts had NOT managed LO destroy the 1st1an religion, 1 must
evidently be upheld DYy er OWEerS.

submit the oOWEerS Are the iving realit& of Ver present Christ and 1N-
dwelling Holy Spirit. These AaAre the OWETIS that MUSLT operate NOT only through
the churc office bearers but ın VerYvy member of the alternative COM MUNL-
Ly It 1S the cCommunity living OoONe ın fellowship ith Christ and having dis-
Covered the giits God has given them, that should aCL not anti-society
unit, but simply revealing WaYy of life ın obedience fo the One whl has called
them, clergy and laity, His service and m15SS10N,
When deputation of the 1ıstlan Couneil of OMNCE interviewed m1ini-
ster of ate OUu: Ta ill LO hich the CAhurches sStrong principled
objection, the minister at ONe stage remarked: Why do you always want do
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things differently. Whereupon the late Rev Basil Brown the General SeCTE-
Lary al that time immediately responded: No, Mr Minister, Ar  ® NOTt
wanting be different, have always done things B WaYy The alternative
COoMMUunNniLTy 1s not ONe LO INOVEeE into the Or of the but it could be the
practices of the ODSTIrUuC the COM MUNILTY progressing eır WAaY

STAaNı face LO face ith the Coming Oord of the world

concluding this DY quoting LWO erses TOoMmM the Bible Phil
and ”NOW, the important ing 15 that yYOULr WaYy of lLife should be

the Oospe of Christ requires, that will ear that yOU are standing Lirm
ith OoNe COININON DUr DOSC ancdl tha:  A ith only 0)415 desire yYOou AT fighting LO-
gether for the al of the Gospel, on’t be airaid of VOUF enemies:;: always
be COUTAaYCOUS, and this ill OWV! LO them that they ill loose and that yYOUuU
ill Wwin, because 1E 1S God whı 1 Vves VOU the v1ictory”, ”Vicit NUusS Noster-
Fum Sequamur”

Zusammen{fassung VO  (a Ar Habelgaarn
Die der Ortsgemeinde 1mMm sozialen un wirtschaf{itlichen Wandel der Z.e1it
Die alternative Gemeinschafit

Ziel des Vortirages ist zeigen, die christliche Gemeinde dem Wan-
del der Zeit nicht w1ie einem sinnlosen Schicksal ausgeliefert 1ST, Sondern
ih als ”eigene Gelegenheit sinnvollem Zeugnis und Dienst” begreifen ern!
Der Begri{ff ”"alternative Gemeinschafit” esa die TC Urc ott aus
allen Kassen, Staämmen, Völkern un prachen einer euen Gem
herausgerufen 1ST, die mehr als eın Ireier Verein gleichgesinnter religiöser
Menschen i1sSt arum darf aber auch keinen Versuch nnerhalb oder außer-
halb der RO geben, G1e auf eine “"private” oder "exklusive” Gruppe De-
schränken  Va wollen Die Gemeinde qls ”"alternative emeinschait” i1st niıcht
hloß ine ”eschatologische Wirklichkeit”, SonNdern besteht als Gemeinschaf{it
der Getau{ften und mit Christus erbundenen sSschon ın dieser Welt S1e
reaglert darum nıe 1Ur negatıiv auf die S0OZ10-Okonomischen Unı politischen
Fragen und Prozesse der Zeit, sSsondern hat selbst einen "virksamen
ZUT er änderung einer Gesellscha{it”
Der Verfiasser verdeutlicht dies der Missionsgeschichte Südafrikas ”DDie
Kirche in Suda{irika Wa  — VO  - ang uUrc Fragen der Gesellschaft heraus-
gefordert. Ruf nach dem ersten Missionar ın Südafrika ZU. eispiel,
Z1iNg VOoO  en den beiden Missionaren der Dänisch-Halleschen Mission, Ziegen-
balg und Plütschan, aus, die 1706 nach Indien reisten. Sie angesichts
der nied.  n unı vernachlässigten Lebensbedingungen der ingeborenen
ottentotten), die sS1e Kap sahen, tief erschüuttert einem T1e' die
Vorgesetzten ın kuropa lenkten sS1e die ulmerksamkeit auf den auerns-
werten Zustand der Heiden Kap und aten einen en des TeUzZeEeSsS
ZU Verkündigung des vangeliums, ES ist bedeutsam, diese Missionare
mit einem ehr pietistischen Hintergrund angesichts der Notwendigkeit, die
Sozialen Bedingungen und die Lebensmöglichkeiten eines Volkes verändern,
Zı U  b Aktion getrieben wurden,
Ebenso beeindruckt i1st ma uUrc das, Was eorg Schmidt, der Pionier der
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Brüdermission 1n Südafrika, ın der naturlıchen Konsequenz seines eugnis-
sSes und Dienstes tat Ich moOchte zweierlei erwähnen. Erstens egte das
Schwergewicht seliner aufi die rziehung, die ihm nicht NnUu  b< eın Mittel
zum Lesen und chreiben, sondern eın Weg ZUT Selbständigkeit in jeder Hin-
S1C einschließlic Leistungsfunktionen und wirtschaitlicher Unabhängigkeit
War. weltens machte den uUurc die aulie herbeigeführten Lebenswandel
ın den alltäglichen Beziehungen zwischen ihm und den Eingeborenen S1C  ar,
indem S1e unterwlies, in nicht länger als ”Heer”, Herr, sondern Bruder
anzureden. urc die Tau{fe ren 331e 1in ine Familie, die uUurc T1SLIUS
unter dem TeuUZz gegründet iSt, eingegliedert und dies dar{i nicht LUr gelSLi-
lich verstanden werden, sondern soll auch in den persönlichen eziehungen
wirklich und pra  SC werden.

Die alternative Gemeinschaft StTEe der Gesellschafit nicht Tem! gegenüber,
sondern lebt in der kontinuierlichen Spannung des Seins-in-der-Welt aber
nicht -von-der-Welt, gegründe auf die drei aulen. eugnis, Dienst und
inigkeit.

Von hier aus erhof{ft Habelgaarn auch ıne OÖsung der gegenwärtigen Span-
NUuNgeN; ”)Der Schweizer Journalist Chulzer omMmm ın seinem s  ch
”"Schwarze Intelligenz” dem Schluß, eine Osung der Südaifirika-Proble-

ın der atsache ste daß das Evangelium VO  a Jesus Christus auf beli-
den Seiten der arbgrenze wirkt und lebendig ist Ich möchte ihm zustimmen,
WeNNn die Kirche quf en Seiten der arbgrenze wirklich das 1St, WOZU sS1e
gerufen i1st und ihre Versammlungsr äume H äuser des Gebetes unı nicht R aäu-
erhnonien Sind.
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