
TEXTE DOKUMENTE

Bischo{i Selwyn astings‘
ERÖFFNUNGSPREDIGT AUF DE  zv, UNITÄTSSYNODE 1974

Changeless Gospel ın Changing OT.

On behalt of the Jamaica Province of the Moravıan Church and 1n the
of OUuUTr worlid-wide Unity, and ın the of Him whoO 15 head and ord ot
the Church, ‚Jesus 1s Did you welcome CO this Uni International
yNO! We feel]l >  ”  reatly ONOUTE: ın two-fold WaYy firstly, Decause Our Teth-
ren from all Ver the world have seiectie: Jamaıca tOo be host CO this 1Nter-
tional gathering, and, secondiy, because VOU, OU.  HI quesis, have OINe LO
be ith z MOST ausDiCc10Us 0O0CCasıo0on.

'1WwoO hundred and LwentYy ar aAgO Fhe Christian Missionaries
ake the gosvpel f salvation and liberation the DOOLF and under-Dprivileged

slave population of F1S COUNLTY arrived ın Jamaıca and Degan their ork
the plains of St x  un  lizabeth They WerTrTre three Moravıan Misslonarles, and VOUL

here thi evening, cComing VOoUu do from five continents and Iirom
the slands f L  he S©<©aS, 1S clear indication of the effectiveness of eır work
and witness, and of the immortal contribution made DYy CcCOUNLLEsSS numbers who
followed ar C  hem TOom Cros>Ss the eas VOU nave OTNe u NOT any mMmoTre

privileged dOonors under-privileged reciplen({s, hut equal ın
TIie and tested and visible demonstration of the divine CONCEDL of universal

brotherhood ÄS work ancd worship together for the coming three eeK,
May OU  H$ erspectl1ve widened CO embrace wıithin Fhne amDbit of OUr love and
CONCeTrn ail people everywhere of wnatieve 2ACe religion class

colour: mMay OU:  H$ vision liited the heavens whence strength and 1NSD1L-
ratlion O:  8 and MaVv OUu  H feet De planted Hrmly the gTrOUNd forbidding
LOa L.  F-  TOom the narsh realities of thi TOUuDIe: and tortured world, Dut
through QUrLr COM mM1ıtiment CO Christ seek find 4A4NSWEer CO ome otf the DroD-
lems and perplexities of OUTr time.,

The Chalienge OT ange

We 4A1 © living 1n dynamic aNnd changing Üiımes. {t 18 OM  ® of esSE Der10ds ın
human StOrYy wnen OUr old men are lLooking back and dreaming dreams of
the so-called y10ri0ouUs and pileasan! days that used be; ancd OUT OUNS men
and maidens AL ® seeing visions of er worid and mMOr just and humane
society They aAT7Te asking searching aNd penetrating questl1ons IV ur theo-
logical formulations otf vesterday Cannot adequatelv 24U5S5WEeTr the questions ofi
LO-day of tO-MOTTOW, Tne Q& wıne ıs destroying the old wine-skins,

oes 3 Mean that the Hr nas Decome redundant and that cthe spe
hich 1t roclaims nas Decome old-fashioned and out-dated ? Emphnatically,
this 15 nOt The Church hich 15 che people f GOod, the Body of 1s
the Fellowship of Believers and thne mMeESSase hich it proclaims 247e
dern tO-day and relevant LO-MOLrLFOW, Dut ed CO exercıise patience
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and understanding and Creati1ivily tha the work and wıtness of the Churen
Ca  5 transmitted the ma of ın terms of and
1n the sSituation of

ÄAs Study the StOrYy of the urc and of QU:  H OW. enomınatıion 1n partı-
cular,we discover that OULr forefathers 1n the Faith WerTre not afraid CO exper1-
ment(t, CO Iry ome 8{5}  < thing, Ven though OoINe of them WeIe doomed CO fail-
ucre They WEeTe real ploneers and 1t WwWaSs B piloneering Spirit hich brought
them LO ese shores, to aDrador and as LO Airica and America, and
to the remotes of the ear Can their UCCESSOTS, eır spiritual
heirs, less daring 1n time hen INe  m Are exploring Outier Da and
travel agencles booking the mooon ? Let nopDe tha:  —A during
this Y NO shall NOLt bDe afraid tO dare fOr , Caureh;i1f AT airaid CO dar
dare then shall surely die

( me of the 1n hnich may nave tO dare naAs do with the re-interpre-
tation of the yospel 1N T of che social, eCONOMIC and pDolitical needs öf 102  }
and link umiting and at tne ame time MmOd1IV1Ng, OPpPpOSINg schooilis of
thought. are conironte: with tO-day 15 view, q il OO prominent and
prevalent, tha:  —A evil and cerime and violence and S1in ill automatically isappear
ith better NOUSiNg, mMOr and better education, bigger Dbank balances and
greater Measure of Teedom for unbridled self-expression which Ssomet1imes
15 only another IOr self-indulgence. Those WNO hold B Z1LeW interpret
the >>  SX  ospel solely 1n terms of 15Ss social and econNnomic dimensions and 255655
the Church mainly ner eifforts ın social, ecOnNnOomMiC and political advocacy,
It must the crusading AaSeNCY for secular improvement under the big
re: banner of IA  N For such Deonle the spiritua. and transiorming
aspect of the gospel il relates CO individual personal experience 18 of little
significance and ONe that cthey regard 1T Ven S1.

(n thne other hand have another ZLFOUD of DeoDIie wnr feel that the Church 15
purely - organiısation which SNO' coniüine itself CO prayın  <  >

and ” Soul-saving” and if Ver 1L attembpts CONCEernNn itselii ith ne vital SOC12ai
and BCONOMIC wellbeing of human existence 1l 15 abelled 45 interference. OSe
wn SUBSCT1 his V1EeW studiously ignore anything nich aü2as o do wır the
betterment improvement of man’s life 1n P WwWor because chey Are OO
DUsSy Dpreparıng him for tne next

e1ing ın this WOTr and vet NOT of 1t,” theyv nave taken LO ine DOo1N where they
refuse CO usSse their righnts C1i1i1zens DV exerc1sing D vote ere
Aare faced ıitn real dilemma , >Bete! 27 Arnold OTi che Church Otf 1r{-
temburg asks Do NOL nave discover He balance between che 1Nnd1iv1-
duality and tne universality f the Christian Gospel For whereas the
Le side the danger 15 of Detfraying the WOoTr for the ake of the Gospel,
the O  ıer side the anger 18 f selling he Gospel short for Fhe sake of the
worlid”?

An Afirican Churchman, WTr1lng of the Situation 1n Africa, Savys this N With
alarm also perilous evangelical witadrawal from the SOCial and



political arena ın 1a  S where such non-involvement seemed calculate:
A00M ONrl  D irrelevance. cContrast, the so-called ecumenical churches
WeTrT®e Drofoundly involved iın ese 1SSuUueS, thereby ng Airican respect,
yet evangelism ın ese circles en seemed have become casualty of
political Dre-oCcupatlion., O SE the 1mMp Tatıves of the Commission
relegated either the periphery LO oblivion ın the lLife of sSome of ese
churches became equally perplexing, Increasingly, began CO feel that each
needed the cCorrectives otf the er, and both needed re-convertin! tfo 1sS

COM MUNLTY and the wor. lest each end Der„p!  Ng erent species
of anaemi1a”, The Ssituation escr1ı 21D0Ve 15 true not only Oi Germany and
Airica Dut of nearly i  Vvery Christian regıon of the world Can ere be —

conciliation een the cwo?

A Social eiormation 0Ug Personal Transiormation

Our Moravıan Church 1S 1n ea position a CT creatively and
role of reconciliation ın S1  101NS sucn ese IT tha thi WOor.
belongs LO God and that He has placed Ü: hnere live full rich life Wi n
1rm the rig. of SVELIY ma  H3 social justice, ecCOonNnNOMIiC well-being and poli-
tical reedom Our early and emen Schemes ın this COUNICY long before
the State thought of such cChings, record 1n the field of education here and
ın OUrTr several Drovinces, medical WOTrKk, OUr homes for the aged and the
handicapped, readiness 2S81ST ODPTeESSE: peoples ql Ver the world 1s
evidence o{ OU  H CONUNUNG cOMMitment ro the ensuring oi trull life CO all Oocds
people everywhere, RBut Delieve ın transiormation of SOoCletYy through
change of ear and mind and attitude:;: L  f  r 1 1S eternally FTue tha  A hile
ternal eircumstances Ca  > and do infiuence the inner quality of life \ 1S ven

mMOoTtTe true tha  &A 1 1sS FA internal CON!  10n of ne s ear w  nıcnh largely etier-
mınes his outward C1rcumstances, It 1S this dynamic role which, church,

AL called UuDO: o fultil 1n the ml f the conifilicts and fe2ns10Ns otf 0158  H+

UUime, and MUST remind ENOSE WnO 24re continously presentung DiCLUre Ot
materialistic utoplanism tha * man does nOL live Dy rea alone” the de-
veloping world INAILY NE W Messians AIe presenting nhemselves 1n cthe form of
political eaders and iberators But the world needs near agaın ın unm15-
takable Lerms 5 Me need not DUt eir ın princes NO  + ın cthe SO  e of
12  F5 for alvation cometn only from the Ord, HOr the SOoCcial yospel has
reievance and meanıng only hen 1tS SDirituali dimensions AaAr  (D >>  O”  Trasped and
applied; thi 15 the essentijal diifference een socijal development and Ur —-
Dulent revolution, (GOd ın dav 15  < presenting >  a ODDOTtLUNLLY
redeem His whole creatıon Droclaiming the gospel the

ma  H throughout the WOLr It 1 to E  N spiritual, atitl-
Ul dAimension of liie nich W: have Deen specially called and COM M1SS-
1LONe: tha  — DYy changin  0Q men ’s lives mMay change SsSociety and redeem cthe
world,

Cn the eve of the Frencn Revolution France much prophetic, evangeli-
cal VOo1cCe fo proclaim S redemptive MESSagTE OI love AaNd reconciliation, and
the CIY of »liberty, equality, raterni was futile and meaningless the
li1ps of selfish aNd Savage MmMen, The Frencn Revolution ith all 1ts banality,



cruelty and brutality recorde OQOU.  H H1istory OO0ks for all read On the
er hand hen similar 10N ce RBritain few earlier God
raısed Hıs Servanis John and Charles Wesiley, the Congregationalist DL
cher Georgze Whitefield and the Moravilan John enn1ic w hnO preache the 90S-
pel throughout the with great fervour and evangelical zeal QUSAands
upOoN thousands of men and en rich and DOOL alike accepte the aith
and WwWEeTe brought infto fellowship with 15 and His Uure Rrıtain WwWas
Saved irom bloodshed and revolution Dy the Transiormation of nearts and lives,
hich ın transiormed the British Social Order British SOoCIeLYV Was
redeeme: through redeemed IN  3 Churc  en and church eaders ere-
fore, WNO 4A4rTe rightly CONCcerNed with and working through ECVELIY legitimate
channel OrSgahıse SOC1LELY INOIe humane Just and Drotherly fashion
let NOL neglect the DAasic eqwreme otf vocation that Ord and
deed CO proclaim the redemptive and reconciling WwWwOork of Christ wherebyv hearts
Can De chanced AD lives transiormed Let forget NOWw SasS Y 1L CO
De Old en! prophet CTr1l1C1S1INg and condemning Dut NOW difficult

become truly Christian Pastor oving and Carıng

like fo thi of the STOTY otf the Jews rebuilding the walls of eir CLEV er
elr retiurn ifrom the Baoylonian CaDiivily While busily engaged eır work
Of reconsiIructiıon theyv WEeTrTre Deins distracted and prevented DYy the amarıtans
irom accomplishing the work CO hich they Set their hands and nearts It
Was SevVen ary for them eie hemselves with the SwOrd But dO-
1ng they NOL neglect e1ir INın OCCupafkıon for 247 told that hile theyv
helid cthe SWOTd ONe nand eır working tool Was the er This lieve
15 DOW churchmen SNOUl Operate NOTt allowing hemselves CO detlected
irom their Maın tasık Of neiping Duild the City of OuUt Otf the bricks and

ThisMOr{iar Oi redeemed numan lives lives tha:  cr 2Are made fully whole
OU:  ] assıgnment under OC assıgnment hich 3E Deen specifically
91VenNn CO GOC Ur and AT assıgnment hich OT  D else Car  H$ do eifect-
ively COr  H3

” VMake ma Said the king CO the arfist. SO he made mMan Iirom hite
gleaming marble and tOOKkK if nim

ir CO. Sa1d f  ne KiNg ” Make IX} Man” The 3riist made another from
DULE Drown and Deautiful and life-like

Rut 1T Cannot breatne”, Sald Fn king (30 and make N: man Tne COM -
uUuse: Aartıisı ent OUtTt 1NtO the Street and found & dyıng Man lying the -  T
He tOOKkK nim OMmMe loved him vashed nım and cthen Droucht nım LO ne king,

» Your majesty, cOould nOt make e6H6 8  B Dut here Ne nom nave
Saved cieaAanse and fed”

said the King, ” he wn AV! like UunNntO him who makes”

The MEAMNS clear: We Aare assısUing 1n His creatıon when We embark
uUuDON OLL  Hs ork e)i salvation
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The Jtopıan Vision

Thomas, an scholar and Christian and Chairman of the Central
Oommittee of the or Council of urcnes recently stated that ONe of the
maın NCLIONS of the Christian ur 15 LO for the WwWOor hat he
calle the Utopian Vision”, By that he the Christian noDe Man MUSET
have ream,a y0al, ideal Oowards hich he 15 Orever mMOVving, ”Man
15 Dut always be blessed”, ald the poel, and . end owards which he
OV! 1S conditioned DYy wnat he thinks of imself{, his fellowman and the world
1n hich he lives, Similariy, the methods and tools hich he uUsSes achieve
his goals tO transiorm his vıision into reality i1ll be conditione DYy nis
belie{is and DYy what he CONCEe1lves OoOsSe oAls

The Church of OQU.:  S ord ‚Jesus Christ has vision of man’s Te and Öf the
world which &1 VES nope, and impels and mo vates CO work AD DCaYy for
tha:  c day hen ”hope vanıs 1NtO sigh! and man ’s final redemption
oMme here aNnd 1n the hereafter. 1It 1S E vision proclaimed botn Old esta-
mMent Drophets and Neaw estamen! saınftis. Isaiah joyfully proclaims tha  c the
days AT  (D COM1INg hen:

The olf shall Awell ith the lamb, and he leovard shall lie OWwn with the
and the calf and the lion ANd the fatling together, and Little child shall lead

them

The COW and the bear shall feed: their VOoUNg shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eal like the

The sucking child S Na. play Ver the hole of the ASD,
and The weaned child S DUr nis hand 1n the adder s den

They shall NOt nhurt destroy 1n all NO1Ly mountain:
YFor the ear shal]l be full of the knowledge of the ord

the Wwaiters the S€  6D

John persecuted, imprisoned, and banished the isle of 0S 78 qu7 NESEW
neaven and N ear  , fOor he rst heaven and the 827 passed AWaV ,
ANd the S©  653 as HNO 6.- And SEa the holv CLW, n Jerusalem, COmIing
down Out of neaven from GOod, prepare bride adorned for ner nusband:
and heard yreat VvVo1ce irom the throne Saylıng, “Beho the dwelling of
1S with men, He will dwell with them, chey shall J.ls peopile, aNd God
Himself 1l be Witn cChem ; He will w1ıpe AaWAV t2aAr from their YVES, and
ea shall MOLES ; neither shall ere De mourning NT Cry1iNg 1O  $ pDaıin
aMn V mMmore for the iormer things Nave pDassed away ”,

This 153 the Utfopilan Vision, the Christian HOoDe, tna U7 Ar called to hold CON-=-

sistently aNnd persistentiy before the Of the wor And O!  (D dav through
the Crucified, Risen, Exalted ord ‚JJesus Christ Inan >  hnall enter 1NfO that T10-
Fr10US Kingdom prepare: tor him from thne foundation of the WOr This 15 the
Utopian Vision for Ma  ; 2 the WOor and OSsSe wh proclaim 1 and those
whoO work for Br 247e CO-WwoTrkers together Arn GOod The WaYy Kilment S

5:



the WaY of ‚Jesus Christ and His TOSS. There 1S other WaYy but E

tell NOW he ill wın the nations,
HOow he 311 claim his earthly heritage,
How satisiy the needs and aspirations

east and west, of Sinner and of Sasge,
But thi. know, all esh shall S ©:  ® n1Ss SI0ry,

he shall readD the harvest he nas SOWN,
ome glad day his SUunNn shall shine ın splendour

When he the Saviour, Savıour öf the WOor. 1S known
Amen

euts che Zusammenfassung

Bischof Hastings legt seiner redigt keinen ext zugrunde, sondern spricht
dem em2: ”Das unveränderliche Evangelium ın einer eränderlichen

Z/elt?. Im ersten eil gent der”Herausforderung der gewandelten Situation
nach und stellt Zwe1ı Auffassungen über die Aufgabe der hristenheit eutfe
gegenüber: dAie schauung, als sSel die Kirche NMUur nach ihren Leistungen 1
sozialen, wirtschaftlichen und politischen Bereich essen, und dAie An
S1C die T’'C eine eın spiritueile Organisation” sel, die Sich auf
Seelsorge und ebet beschränken sollte Hasüngs beobachtet ine Konironta-
010n dieser DEeSCHUS ätzlichen Sichtweisen ın Deutschnhland ebenso wie 1n irika

Im zweiten >  ur  2il bemüht sich ine Antwort unter dem CHAWOTLr' ”07zia-
le Reformation durch persönliche Wandlung” Br hält die Brüdergemeine
dank ihres ganzheitlichen erst  Nnısses Vvom Menschen als einer Einheit 2US
eib und e1s 1n besonderer Weise gee1gnet, d1ıe gegenwärtigen Gegensätze

O  versöhnen, 1indem Ww1r ur die L  erung des Menschen auch die Ge=
seilschait andern und die erlösen” 49) Was eint, zeigt
einem Vergleich der französischen Revolution m1 der tuatHon ın England
ZU  H gleichen Zeit Nährend die französische evolution T’OLZ 1Nrer  al Parole
reıine1 Gleichheit, Brüderlichkeit” ın Grausamkei und Brutalität endete,
haben englische rweckungsprediger w1ıe John uUund Charles Wesley, George
Whitetheld und John ennick England VOoO Blutvergießen bewahrt Hastings
erz dann die eschichte eines Königs, der VO  5 einem Künster verlangt:
Mache mM1r eınen Menscnen” der Künstler das Verlangen des Königs nach
ei1ınem Menschen m1L eben und e1s nicht erfülen kann, nimmt einen
Ste rbenden bei sich auf, ple  gt ihn Und reifitfet ihn VOL dem Tod Hi sagt
der König, Aver Te zleicht dem, der erscha{fft” a  © neißt iım Engli-
schen Amachen” und ”erschafien”), Hastings will SagenN; Wenn WLr un: auf dAe
Erretfung eines Menschen einlassen, Sind w1r Mitarbeiter Gottes iın seiner
chöpfung. Im dritten 2il möchte Hastings seinen Hörern Ad1ie ”itopische Vi-
105”. dA1ie nach dem indischen OTSCNHeEer Thomas die Y der Weit schuldet,
Vor Augen stelilen Er meint die V1ision der Ribel VO der zukünifitigen
Gottes, Adie mit Zitaten Aaus Jes 11,6-9 und {1D Jon Y SC  er
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